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Onsdag 24 mars 1999 



Haremsdamen 



i 



"Haremsdamen" fick hon heta i folkmun. Men txots det 
skamtsamma tillmalet var det fi som visste nagot om Au- 
rora Niksons bakgrund. Har i Sodertalje var hon mest 
kand som hockeylegenden Calle Abers hustru. Hennes 
sjalvbiografiska bok "Flykten Mn harem", som kom ut 
1928, foil ganska snart i glomska. Nu aktuaUserar Svenska 
Afghanistankommitten Aurora Nilssons livsode genom 
att ge ut boken i nyutgava. 



Det ar som hamtat or 
en sagobok. Svenska 
Aurora Nilsson gif^e 
sig med sin drdmprins 
och flyttade med ho- 
nom till Afghanistan. 
Men lyckan blev kort. 
Bara ett ir efter an- 
komsten flydde hon 
landet — en handelse 
som i sin forlangning 
kan ha p4verkat hela 
Afghanistans historia. 

Av Sara Ullberg 

N2stan varjc morgon tog 
hon sig en promenad utan- 
£br syateljcn p4 Daigatan. 
En parant kortvuxen dam, 
kraftigc sminkad, ofta klSdd 
i tuiban. 

— Det var nigot visst 
med henne. Hon var en 
fargstark kvinna pi minga 
satt, minns antikvarie G6- 



ran Gelotte. Men pi den ti- 
den visste man ju inte mer 
om henne an att hon var 
Calle Abers fru. 

Kand f dr sin man 

Nej, Aurora Nilsson 
gjorde inte mycket vasen av 
sin spannande bakgrund. 
Har i Sfidertalje var hon 
kand som hockeylegenden 
Cari Abrahamssons hustru. 
En kviima som engagerat 
fbljde SSK:s nutcher frin 
laktarcn, ivrigt hojtande 
och hejande pi det egna la- 
get. 

— Det var en del som 
kallade henne fiir Harems- 
damen, berSttar forre hock- 
eyspelaren Gdsta "Kappcn" 
Kiirlsson. Fast aldrig si hon 
horde det. De undrade var 
Calle Aber fitt tag pi en si 
snygg tjej. 

Oknamnet hade sin for- 



klaring. Aurora Nilsson ha- 
de verkligen varit en sorts 
haremsdam. Den 4 mars 
1928 flydde hon ftin ett 
olyckUgt aktenskap, bort 
frin &nte maken Asim 
Khans hemland Afghani- 
stan — bort frin harem. 
Handelsema skildrade hon 
samma ir i boken "Flykten 
frin Harem". 

Det ar denna bok som 
Svenska A%hanistankom- 
mitten nu uppmarksammat 
med en iterutgivning. 

"Torr dken" 

Aterigcn kan den som 
vill ta del av Aurora Nils- 
sons Uvfulla dgonvitmes- 
skildringar av hvct i Afgha- 
nistan under 1920-talet. 
Som en av £i vasterlan- 
ningar — kanske den fbrsta 
svenskan - fick hon cn 
djup inbUck i det vardagli- 



ga afghanska hvet. 

Att mStet med Afg^iani- 
stan inte blev nigon positiv 
uppleveke genomsyrar hela 
Aurora Nilssons bok. Kul- 
turkrock ar bara fbmam- 
nct, det marker man redan 
i inledningen. 

"Jag hade vdntat mig ett 
vackert om ocksi enligt vanlig 
europeisk mittstock Efierblivet 
land. 

Det jag fick se var en torr 
okenl 

Under tvi dagar sigo vi icke 
ett trdd, icke en gristuva — 
endast berg, sten och sand. 
Mellan klipporna kanske ni- 
gon ging en smal rinnil — en 
"fiod". 

Ett trostlSst land... AJga- 
nistan...!" 

Flyttade till Berlin 

Bakgrunden till historien 
Sr romantisk vSrre. I bdrjan 



Koa 

Afghanistan, bistandet och talibanema. 
Utmaningar infor 2000-talet. Red. av 
Anders Davidson och Peter Hjukstrom. 
Svenska Afghanistankommitten. Overs, 
fr. eng. av Charlotte Hjukstrom. Origis 
titel: Afghanistan, aid and the Taliban. 
89 s. 111. 

BN 4182688-35 . 448698 
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Idag dvaljs de ovriga av viirldens katastrofer i skuggan av handelser- 
na i Kosovo. Forstaeligt, men vi far inte glomma t.ex. Afghanistan 
som efter 20 ar av krig och miljoner i landsflykt nu hemsokes av de 
(har vagar vi anvanda ordet) fanatiska talibanemas regim. Denna bok 
ar en sammanstallning av tal fran en konferens om Afghanistan i 
Stockholm i februari 1999. Samtliga fdrfattare har mangarig erfaren- 
het av landet. Anthony Haynes beskriver utlandska intressen som ar 
involverade i Afghanistan, t.e.x. Ryssland som militart stoder anti- 
talibanema. Oliver Ray behandlar talibanemas ideologiska bakgrund 
i moskeskoloma och deras sociala bakgnmd i stamsamhallena pa 
landsby gden. Den kanda antropologen Nancy Hatch Dupree pekar pa 
paradoxer i deras ideer som utmanar konservativa islamisl^ varde- 
ringar. Anders Fange gor en genomgang och analys av bistandet till 
Afghanistan. Detta ar en mycket givande publikation som ger en rad 
inf allsvinklar och en ny anserad och sy nnerligen initierad bild av laget 
i landet. - Hakan Grissler. 
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ORIGINALET. SS har sSg Aurora Nilssons bok 
ut nSr Bonniers gav ut den 1928. Nu har Sven- 
ska A^hanistankommitt6n Sterutgett bok«n 
om svenskans vSdiiga Sventyr i Afghanistan. 



av 1920-talct flyttadc kvnads- 
giada svenskan Aurora Nikson 
till nojesmetropoien Berlin. 
Det var dSr, pi cabarctrcstau- 
rangw Meta Singh, hon traf- 
6dc den unge afghanske stn- 



denten Asim Khan. Sammets- 
6gdc Asim var son till en cidi- 
gare afghansk minister och ut- 
sand till Tyskland fbr att & en 
modem utbildning. Ljuv mu- 
sik uppstod metian de bida 
och 1925 gifte de sig. 
I Berlin var allt fiid och 6r5jd 

meilan dct exotiska paret. 
Asim Khan verkade oppen 
och fiigord, precis som sin 
cnianciporadc kit. .Men aik 
blcv aunorlutida nar ban 
tvJngsScerkallados till Afghani- 
stan av laiidcb rcgcring. 

..ttNnr|>es«iiciii ' - 

Aurora, soot byst n*inn till 
Rora Asim Kiian. feljdc moi- 
sorSvigc nted sin niake ciJl hans 
hcntiand, IHr blcv liojt djiipt 
bcsvikcH ovt-r .itt inSrk.i .lu 
Aiiiut Khans hus into var niJgoi 
onemaliskt palacs, utan ctt cu- 
kclt icrhus. Med illa dold av- 
sinak notcrar hon i sm bok bc- 
foikningcjis vanor; att ata med 
handerna, act intc tvatta sig s5 
ofta, att rapa uppskattandc cf- 
tcr niaten. 

Men vad varre var: makcn 
bdrjade snabbt andra person- 
lighet. Den vastcrlandska ytan 
fick ge vika for afghanska seder 
och bnik - och en inte siiiskilc 
a%hamk vildsamhct. -^^^fmgi 
fbivSnudes b«te sk jom m 
oiientalisk kviima: |e>a etx Ipr 
b«lu>m ^^ag^'^Mm. I kvi^ 
ndhuset-^ harem. 

"Man hade sagt mig, Ml 
broilopsfes! enligt landets sed skul- 
le Jms under itta dagar. 

Och under var och en av dessa 
dagar m&ste jag ensam sitta tted- 
hukad bland kvinnortux pi ma- 
drasserna — stum, ulan att kunna 
dta under de andras smackningar 



som inte ens vilie konvcrtera 
till islam. DSrfbr ftck ban inte 
de hSga poster som annan na- 

turiigt hade tillkommit en 
man av hans klass och biid- 
ning. Besvikelsen och vreden 
tog han ut pi sin hustrvi. 

Till slut fick Aurora nog. 
Hon ISmnade sin make, sokte 
st6d och skydd hos den tyska 
legationen och den afghanska 
kungafamiljen 
och kunde 
slutligen den 
4 mars 1928 
fly ut ur Af- 
ghanistan. 

Val tiUbaka 
i . Berlin J^d 
^rara Hfls- 
son fbrmodii- 
gcn brist pi 
pengar. Hon 
bcstSmde sig 
for att saija sin 
otroiiga be- 
rattcke och 
skrcv sjaiv - 
cilcr nicd 
hjSlp av nS- 
gon bekant - 
boken "Flyk- 
ten frSn Ha- 
rem". Boken 
skrcvs pi tys- 
ka och var 
fbrmodligen 
inte tankt att 
publiceras i 
Sverige. Ge- 
nom en vida- 
refbrsSljnit^ 
av dlttighetema 
dock 



QJorde revolt 

Aurora led och rcvoiterade. 
Men det var inte bara hon som 
for illa av visteisen i Afghani- 
stan. Maken Asim Khan blev 
mer eiier mindre utstftK av 
ari$tokratin.i.knd«t. Han hade 
^ ner 'sig'iiied ea "tyska" 




iMAKEN. Aurora Nil»on 
fdrilskade sig I den afghan- 
ske studenten Asim Khan 
och gifte sig med honom 
1925. Nar paret fiyttade till 
Afghanistan biev siitningar- 
na meltan dem ohiiiibara. 



hanmade 
manuset hos Bonnien 
som sanuna Sr gav ut boken pi 

svcnska. 

- Auroras bcrSttelsc ar ocr- 
hort subjektiv. Men sanitidigt 
iir det en intrcssant historia 
som ganska vSi skiidrar dct af- 
ghanska sani- 

hallet fdr 70 
it sedan, 

Afg^anistan- 
kinnaren 
Anders Fors- 
berg, som 
iiy<')vc!s.iu 
Aurora Nils- 
sons bok fr3n 
tyskau och 
dcssucom 
skrivit ett 
lingt, initie- 
rat forord 
oni hcunc. 

- Och fri- 
gan ar om 
hon inte in- 
direkt faar 
&randnat|^e; 
a^faanska ~ 
historien! 

Det finns 
nSmligen ett 
intrcssant cf- 
terspel till 
Aurora Nils- 
sons flykt 
frin Afgha- 
nistan. Aurora sjalv itcrvSnde 
snart hem till Sverige, gifte sig 
1930 med Calle Aber och bo- 
sattc sig i S6dcrtSlje. Hena« 
oiyckligc och vanSrade make 
Asim Khan blev daremoc kvar 
i sitt hemland. 

I ctt anfall av sinaesfbrvir- 
ring tog sig Asim Khan 1933 
in pi cba brittiska ambassaden 
och dSdade tre amJ>a$sadC}Sn- 
ttemSo. Han hSngdes senare 
som terrorist dUsanunaas med 
eh iQ^a^ i^^^^m^m^ sd« 



antogs ha deltagit i "samman- 
svSrjningcn". 

Dc hirda rcpressaUcma or- 
sakadc ytteriigare ett terrorist- 
did. Sonen till en av de avrat- 
tade hamnades pi faeslutsfatta- 
rcn, kung Nadir Shah, och 
mordadc honom. Kungcns cf- 
tertradare var bara 19 ir gam- 
mal och kunde inte utSva all 
den makt som ilagts honom. 

Det gjordc i 
foriangning- 
en att pro- 
sovjctiska 
krafter fick 
ett 6kat in- 
fiytande i 
Afghanistan, 
mcnar An- 
ders Fors- 
bcrg. 

- Aurora 
Nilssons vis- 
tclse i Af- 
ghanistan ut- 
loste en scrie 
h.inde!ser 
som Sr val- 
digt intres- 
santa, sagcr 
Anders Fors- 
berg. Man 
kan bara 
spckulcra i 
vad som 
skulle ha 
hSnt om 
hon intc 
ISmnat sin 
a^anske 
man? 

Aurora Nilsson sjSiv fSre- 
drog att fbrtiga och ^Smma 
sin vistelse i .Afghanistan. Hon 

talade aldrig sjalvmant om ti- 
den som Asim Kham hustru. 
De Sodcrtaljcbor som m&tte 
hemic p3 SSK:s iSktare, cller 
lat sy upp klSnningar i syatcl- 
jcn fick aldrig 
h5ra hcnncs 
mSrkliga his- 
toiia. 

- Nej, det 
dSr nanmde 
hon aldrig 
uSgot oni, sii- 
ger Cliisn 
"Kappen" 
Ka.dsson. 

1972 dog 
Aurora Nils- 
son, cnsani 
och barnlos. 
Hennes make 
Caile Aber 
hade avlidit J 
en hjartattack 
redan 1948. I 
iSgenhecen 
mm knappt 
nigra sp3r a- 
tet howes 
exotiska fbr- 
flutna. 

Bara nigra 
fbrtryckta vi- 
sitkort med 
texten "Rora 
Asim Khan, 
vitmade om 
kvinna 




HAREMSDAMEN. 1927 

fdljde svenskan Aurora Nils- 
son med sin make Asim 
Khan til! dennes hemiand 
Afghanistan. Drygt ett ir 
senare skulle hon fiy ut ur 
landet 



Berlin-Kabul 
vad denna Biigstarka 
vaiit med om. 



Fotnot: 1986 biev Aurora 
Nilssons 6de ocksi fbiwigat i 
en skdnlitterSr boL Fdr&tta- 
ren Tonus Ld&tz&m utgick oil 
viss del &i& Ayaem btiSadse 
aSr han skrev tomaaen "Gry- 
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Halla... 




... una As- 
berg, som i dag re- 
ser till Afghanistan 
for att arbeta som 
regionchef for Svenska 
Afghanistankommitten i 
halvmiljonstaden Jalalabad 
i Afghanistans ostra del. 

• Vad skall du gora dar? 

- Afghanistankommitten 
ansvarar for utbildning, 
halsovard och lantbruksut- 
veckling. Jag basar for allti- 
hop och vill hoja kvaliteten 
genom att samarbeta med 
lokala myndigheter, FN-or- 
gan och bistandsorganisa- 
tioner. 

• Varfor bar du fatt jobbet? 
~ Jag ar f odd och uppvaxt i 

Indien och talar hindi, urdo 
och Punjabi och naturligtvis 
engelska. Jag bar 35 irs er- 
farenhet av bistindsarbete i 
Pakistan och Indien. Jag tror 
mig veta hur en kvinna skall 
upptrada i ett muslimskt 
land. Jag bar kodema i mig. 
Jag bar svensk lararutbild- 
ning och bar varit anstalld i 
Bergsjon i 15 ar. Det racker 
val? 

• Ser du nagra stora sva- 
ri^eter? 

- En kan vara fortroendet 
med den nu sittande regimen 
av talibaner. De fiesta taliba- 
ner anser att flickor och 
kvinnor skall vara i hem- 
men. V^ra program ar jam- 
stallda och vi vill att ocksi 
flickoma skall g4 i skola. Vi 
bar samtalat och jag bar sagt 
att om inte Mohanmied gkr 
till berget, si fir berget gk 
till Mohammed. Vi startar 
skolor med kvinnliga larare 
dar flickoma bon Det skall 
bli 15 nya klasser f ore drets 
slut. 



• Vem avlonar dig? 

- Svenska Afghanistan- 
kommitteen, som far bidrag 
fran EU, Sida och FN och 
ideella bidragsgivare. 

• Viika personer jobbar du 
ihop med? 

- Jag reser ensam ner som 
60-drig kvinna. Jag blir fors- 
ta kvinnan pi en chefspost. 
Pi kontoret finns ett svenskt 
par med erfarenhet frin 
Laos. Ovriga medarbetare ar 
manliga afghaner. Jag blir 
som en bona i en tuppgird. 

• Hur lange blir du borta? 

- Om allt gir som det skall, 
blir det tvi ir, enligt kon- 
traktet. (In-Sha-Allah, om 
Gud vill, sager UUa.) Jag fir 
ledigt en vecka, nar jag bar 
arbetat i tio veckor. Kanske 
reser jag di till indiska van- 
ner. 

• Vad kommer du att sak- 
namest? 

- Mina bam och bambar- 
nen Oscar, Max, Alma och 
Gustav. Jag saknar redan 
elevema i Bergsjon samt en 
stor grupp brannskadade ef- 
ter branden vid Backaplan. 
Jag bar haft regelbunden 
kontakt med dem och foljt 
deras utveckling. Det bar bli- 
vit minga goa stunder. 

• Varfor kallas du "Bran- 
dis''? 

-Jag brande mig svirt i 
ansikte, hals, bander och ar- 
mar vid en gasexplosion i 
Pakistan mars 19S2. Jag ar 
opererad 15 ginger i ansik- 
tet och f orstir val hur minga 
av ungdomama bar det. Det 
hahdlar om sival yttre som 
inre smarter som man miste 

leva med i minga ar. 

< ■ 

Eva Heyman 



piteA-tidningen 

Tisdagen den 11maj1999 



Eva briiiner 

for bniimar 



PITEA(PT) 

- Jag brinner for 
bninnar. 

Det sager Eva OUen i 
Lule&, som tagit dragit 
igSng Projekt Norr- 
brunn, ett norrbottniskt 
initiativ till formin for 
Afghanistans bam. Eva 
ar ombud for Svenska 
Afghanistankommitten 
(SAK)ilaiiet. 

att under 1999 samla in 
260 000 kronor, vilket 
motsvarar 1 000 kronor 
""fr^ vaije tatort i Norr- 
botten. 

Sida skjuter till fyra kronor 
for varje krona som ribrrbott- 
ningama skanker till Projekt 
Norrbrunn, exempelvis ge- 
nom att satta in pengama pS 
Svenska Afghanistai^alpens 
postgirokonto 90 07 80-8. Om 
insamlingsmSlet, 260 000 kro- 
nor, uppn&s kommer 260 hyar 
pii Afghanistans landsbygd att 
£S bninnar med rent dricksvat- 
ten. 

Eftersdm prisema sjdnk ni- 
got forra iret racker namnda 
stimma till minst 260 brunnar, 
vilka forses med enkla, meka- 
niska och driftssakra hand- 
pimipar. De ar s& latta att 
handha att till och med ett bam 
kan pimipa upp vatten med 
hjalp av dessa handpumpar 
som tillverkas i Pakistan av 
danska Afghanistankommit- 
ten. En annan viktig sak ar att 
man kan kopa reservdelar till 
dessa traditionella pumpar i 
basarerha. 



Utbildar mekaniker 

Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mitten utbildar mekaniker 
som skoter underhSllet av 
pumpama och brunnama. 
Samordnare av Afghanistan- 
kommittens brunnsprojekt ar 
en afighanskingenjor vid namn 
Mohammad 2Xa, som inbjudits 
till Sverige med anledning av 
kommittens Srsmote i Stock- 
holm i slutet av april. Harqm 
veckan besokte Eva Ollen och 
Mohanmiad Zia bland annat 
PiteS, dar de hoU ett offentligt 
mote angSende Projekt Norr- 
brunn. 

-En del manniskor tycker 
nog att jag har fStt vatten pS 
hjaman, sager Eva. Men till- 
gSngen till rent vatten ar sS 
oerhort grundlaggande. De 
flesta sjukdomar som harjar 
bland bam och vuxna i Afgha- 
nistan hor samman med bris- 
ten p& rent vatten. Bamadod- 
ligheten ar mycket hog - vart 
garde bam dor fore fem &cs Sl- 
der - och de fiesta av de har 
bamen som dor av olika mag- 
sjukdomar skulle kunna rad- 
das till livet om de slapp att 
dricka fororenat vatten. 

I de trycksaker som Eva Ol- 
len sprider till bibliotek, kyr- 
kor, politiska organisationer, 
fackforeningar, massmedia et- 
cetera uppges att var och en av 
de brunnar som Svenska Af- 
ghanistankommitten staller i 
ordning med hjalp av bland an- 
nat Sidamedel forser 10-15 fa- 
mi^jer med vatten i 30 &r. Mo- 
hammad Zia sager dock att en 
brunn enligt hans erfarenhet 
kan h&lla i evighet under fomt- 



sattning att den underhldls. 
Och en enda brunn racker for 
att forse anda upp till 40 famil- 
jer med i genom snitt sju famil- 
jemedlemmar, det vill saga 
hela 280 personer, med dricks- 
vatten. 

Betalar med vete 

De afghanska byboma fSr 
betala for vattnet med vete. 
SAK utbildar lokala mekani- 
ker som med avkastningen 
fr&n vetet b&de kan tjana sitt 
uppehalle och underhMla 
bmnnama. Fdrutom hjalp 
med konstruktion och delar till 
brunnen fSr byn ocksS under- 
visning i hygien. 

- Det ar viktig, tycker jag, att 
man har ett system dar befolk- 
ningen fSr ett eget ansvar och 
inte lars att sitta och vanta pi 
att bistindsorganisationema 
kommer och fixar allt, menar 
Eva Ollen, som for ovrigt kallar 
sig "en vanlig hemmafi-u". 
Hennes engagemang for Af- 
ghanistan och SAKs arbete 
med att grava eller stalla i ord- 
ning gamla bmnnar som for- 
storts under kriget - befolk- 
ningen har varit utsatt for krig 
under 20 &r- foddes sedan hon 
talat med Olof Erstorp som ar- 
betat med brunnar i Afghani- 
stan under flera Sr. Hans l&g- 
malda berattelse om arbetet p& 
faltet vackte Eva OMn. 

Behovet av brunnar i Afgha- 
nistan beraknas till cirka 
40 000. Kostnaden uppgSr till 
cirka 25 miljoner kronor. Hit- 
tills har 5 172 brunnar staUts i 
ordning genom SAKs forsorg. 

Eva Ollen framhSller aven 
att av SAKs cirka 8 000 anstall- 
da ar bara sexton personer 
icke-afghaner. 

ROLFHALLGREN 

0911-645 27 
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INSANDARE '"^if/" 

Stod krigets 
oskyldiga offer 




Den Sci kallade talibanmili- 
sen i Afghanistan inledde i 
slutet av juli m^ad en stor- 
offensiv mot sina kvarvaran- 
de motstandare i landets nor- 
ra del. Detta bara nigra da- 
gar efter att fredssamtalen 
under FN:s ledning i Uzbe- 
kistan brutit samman. Denna 
offensiv tros ha inneburit att 
flera hundratusentals oskyl- 
diga civila tvingats pi flykt 
nar talibanmilisen intog om- 
raden i norr, framst da pa 
den sa kallade Shomalipla- 
tan. Rapporter om diverse 
dvergrepp har ocksi fore- 
kommit frkn stridsomradet. 
Under slutet av forra veckan 
inledde dessutom de antitali- 
banska styrkoma i norr en 
motoffensiv och har i stort 
sett lyckats pressa tillbaka 
talibanema till den ur- 
sprungliga fronten. Detta har 
naturligtvis inte forbattrat 
situationen for civilbefolk- 
ningen och man riskerar att 
fronten ska bolja fram och 
ater under den narmsta ti- 
den. 

De som i forsta hand drab- 
bas i detta krig, som i de fiesta 
andra konflikter, ar de som 
ar belt oskyldiga till krigse- 
landet och som inte sjalva 
deltar i nigra militara aktivi- 
ter. Det ar en fattig civilbe- 
foikning - man, kvinnor och 
bam - som bara onskar att fa 
leva i fred, ges en mojlighet 
art overleva och skapa en 
framtid for sig sjalva och sin 
familj i ett av vir varlds aUra- 
fattigaste lander. Denna fattir 
ga afghanska civilbefolkning 
star nu infor annu en huma- 
nitar tragedi. Stora folk- 
mangder tvingas pa flykt. 
manniskor dodas och skadas, 
skorden frsn ett av landets 
viktigaste jordbruksomra- 
den - Shomaliplatin - riske- 
rar att gi tiU spiUo etc. 

Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mitten (SAK) ar en av de fa 
hjalporganisationer som i 
dag kan ge omedelbar assis- 
tans till den drabbade civil- 
befolkningen tack yare en 
bred verksamhet (halspvard. 
utbildning, dricksvattenpro- 



jekt, katastrofinsatser etc) pi 
den afghanska landsbygden. 
SAK har ocksi 17 irs erfa- 
renhet av att bedriva hjalpar- 
bete i den specieUa aijghan- 
ska miljon. Detta under sival 
det sovjetiska ockupations- 
kriget som det nuvarande in- 
bordeskriget. Den svenska 
hjalpen har i minga olika ka- 
tastroflagen kommit att vara 
avgorande for manga afgha- 
ners overlevnad. Oavsett om 
det tiU exempel gaUt i sam- 
band med olika krigshand- 
lingar eller naturkatastrofer 
(som under jordbavningska- 
tastrofema 1998). 

I de omriden som berors 
av de nuvarande stridshand- 
lingama driver SAK bland 
annat 38 sjukvardskliniker 
med en sammanlagd perso- 
nalst3Tka pa over 200 lakare, 
skoterskor och bitraden. Ofta 
ar detta den enda halsovird 
som stir till buds pi den fatti- 
ga afghanska landsbygden. 
Dessa halsovirdscentraler 
spelar nu och framgent en 
vasentlig roll for den utsatta 
civilbefolkningen. Kriget in- 
nebar fbrutom dod, lemlast- 
ning och fordrivning aven att 
mojligheten att overleva i 
omridet riskerar att slis i 
^pillror. Sjukdomar foljer i 
spiren pi flyktingstronmiar, 
fbrstorda dricksvattenbrun- 
nar, forstorda bostader, 
hunger pi grund av forstorda 
grodor och dodad boskap 
med mera. Oavsett utgingen 
av stridema kommer kriget 
att ha mycket negativa kon- 
sekvenser for omridets och 
landets befolkning en ling 
tid ft'amover. Darfor ar den 
utsatta civilbefolkningen i 
stort behov av bland annat 
SAK:s verksamhet. 

Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mitten har darfor oppnat sitt 
insamlingskonto - Svenska 
Afghanistanhjalpen, pg 90 07 
80-8 - for hjalp till krigets of- 
fer. Vaije krona hjalper oss 
att fbrstarka vira insatser 
for att kunna lyalpa det af- 
ghanska inbordeskrigets of- 
fer. 

Thomas Magnusson 
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Afghanistan. Amnesty varnar for overgrepp. 



FrSn TT-Reuters 

KABUL Talibanregimens of- 
fensiv mot Ahmad Shah 
Massonds omrMe 1 norra Af- 
ghanistan gick in tredje 
dagen p§ fredagen, och upp- 
giftema om framg^gar och 
bakslag skilde sig starkt hos 
olika kailor. 

Tidigt p& morgonen fore- 
kom omfattande artilleridu- 
elier vid tvk frontiinjer 25 ki- 
lometer norr om Kabul, upp- 
gav invanare i den afghans- 
ka huvTidstaden. 

Samtidigt startade taliba- 
nernas attackplan frdn Sov- 
jettiden for att gora sin in- 
sats vid de tv& frontema, 
men ocksci for att angripa ett 
faste for Massoud nara 
Panjshirdalen §tta mil nord- 
vast om Kabul. 

Massouds artiUeri skot 
mot flygplatsen. Dar skall 
fyra personer ha dodats. 



Den talibanska regeringen for- 
nekade pi fredagen 
de rapporter som sager att 
den saudiske terroristen Usa- 
ma bin Ladin planerar att lam- 
na Afghanistan. 
— Rapporten om att Usama 
har iimnat eiler planerar att 
iamna Afghanistan ar heft 
ogrundad, sade Mauiwi Wakii 
Ahmed Muiawakit, taiesman 
for talibanerna AP 



Oppositionskallor i Paki- 
stan havdade att 30 civila do- 
dats under talibanernas of- 
fensiv n^ra Kabul. 

Tusentals civila liv hotas 
av krigshandlingarna, hav- 
dar ocks^ Amnesty Interna- 
tional i ett uttalande frdn 1 
torsdags: "Aterigen riskerar 
civila att vara mM for over- 
grepp i en konflikt dar de 
inte tar del. Bade talibaner- 
na och deras fiender har ti- 
digare begdtt sv^ra brott mot 
civila", hette det. • ■ 



Intemationella roda kors- 
kommitten och FN-organen 
har instalit sina flygningar 
till Kabul p§ grand av de 
dagliga robotaagreppea mot 
flygplatsen. ' ' > 

Talibanema iniedde i tis- 
dags en stor offensiv for att 
utstracka sin kontroll, som 
nu omfattar 90 procent av 
landet, aven till de daiar i 
norr som beharskas av Ah- 
med Shah Massoud. 

Talibanema, vilkas rege- 
ring erkanns endast av Pa- 
kistan, Saudiarabien och For- 
enade arabemiraten, har sitt 
stod i den stora pashtunska 
folkgruppen medan Massoud 
foretrader en rad etniska och 
religiosa minoriteter. 

Kailor som stdr talibaner- 
na nara sager att de har haft 
vissa framgangar i omrade- 
na Tagab och Nejrab. Men 
inga officielia uppgifter fdre- 
ligger. 




Den laadsflyktlge sandiske terroristfinansiaren Osama 
Bin Laden uppmanade pi torsdagen tiU terroristattentat mot 
amenkanska civila over hela varlden. I en tv-intervju som 
sandes i Qatar sade Bin Laden att "varje amerikan ar var fi- 
ende... Amerikanema ar ett ont folk". -n-DP/Sdi^ 



FN manas utreda 
uppgift om massaker 

Kabul: Den afghanska oppositionen vadjade pa lordagen till 
FN att utreda uppgifter om att den styrande talibanmilisen 
bar anstallt massakrer bland minoritetsfolket hazarema. 

Begaran om en utredning bar riktats direkt till det speci- 
ella FN-sandebudet Karmal Hussein, sade en talesman for 
oppositionen. Han tillade att oppositionsalliansen i samar- 
bete med manniskorattsorganisationer sjalv forsoker kasta 
ljus over "dess brott mot manskligbeten". 

Amnesty International bar bekraftat att man kontroUerar 
uppgifter om att "bundratals familjer" skall ha dodats nar ta- 
libanerna atererovrade staden Bamiyan i centrala Afghani- 
stan den 9 maj. 

Afghanska, pakistanska och oberoende vasterlandska kal- 
lor bar tidigare bekraftat att mrskillningslost dodande fore- 
kom i Bamiyan efter talibanemas inmarsch och att minst 250 
bostadshus forstordes. Bamiyan-provinsen befolkas till stor- 
sta delen av hazarer, ett mongoliskt minoritetsfolk, men per- 
soner som besokt staden sedan den hamnade under taliba- 
nemas kontroll beskriver den som nastan tomd pa hazarer. 
Stamningen sades vara mycket spand, tt-afp. 



Harda strider i Afghanistan 

Kabul: H^da strider utbrdt i Afghanistan mellan taliba- 
nema och oppositionen vid frontlinjen norr om Kabul nat- 
ten till sdndagen. Stridema ledde till spekulationer om att de 
styrande talibanema har tidigarelagt sin lange vantade stor- 
oftensiv, sade oberoende kallor pa sdndagen. 

ArtQleristrider och raketbeskjutningar hordes i huvud- 
staden fram till sdndagsmorgonen. 

- Om det har inte ar borjan pi offensiven si ar det defini- 
tivt slutet pi truppframflyttningar med sikte pi en mer om- 
fattande strid, sade en oberoende kalla som AFP citerade. 

Beddmare har lange vantat sig en stor sommaroffensiv frin 
talibanema med syfte att besegra oppositionsalliansen norr 
om Kabul och fi ett slut pi det linga inbdrdeskriget. tt-afp 



Fredssamtal inleddes pi mandagen mellan den islam- 
ftmdamentaHstiskatalibanrorelsensomstyrAfghanistanoch 

en oppositionsallians som bekampar talibanema. Forhand- 
lingama sker under FN:s overinseende och tvida^smo^t 
ager nmi i grannlandet Uzbekistan, tt-reuters y^l 



*,*h««i«tans fondamental&tteka talibanre^ kom- 
Afghnntit tang Usama bin Ladin 

augusti£5rra4retd4224n^imiskordodades. ap 



'^*''»»»-" Afghanistan, 5ci, • , 7 ^0^^*^nSLan 

dagen en ofeSXefc^ talibamnilis inledde p5 ons- 
gav oppositionen So?d^rciu°n'^°** om Kabul. D?t upp. 

Efter hlrd ar^erito.? Nordalliansen. 
erna till angr^STSSr?"'' °?«en gick taliban- 

■ ' 

Terrorist kvar i Afghanistan 

KABUL: Den talibanska regeringen foraekade pi fredagen de 
rapporter som sager att den saudiske misstankte terroristen 
Osama bin Laden planerar att lamna Afghanistan. 

Osama bin Laden stir med pi den amerikanska polisen 
FBIrs lista over de tic mest efterlysta brottslingama i varlden 
och han misstanks bland annat for att ligga bakom sprang- 
attentaten mot de amerikanska ambassadema i Kenya och 
Tanzania forra iret di 224 manniskor dodades. (FLT-AP) 



Tusentals afghaner flyr strider 

Kabul/New X>elhi: Tuslntals flyknngar stroiMiade pa tis- 
dagen in i Kabul efter de senaste dagamas hirda strider i 
norra Afghanistan. I sjalva stridszonen ar annu storre 
manniskomassor pi flykt imdan stridema mellan talibaner- 
na och oppositionsalliansen. 

Talibanmilisen hade enligt uppgift vamat civilbeft)lkning- 
en i norr att en motattack vantas frin oppositionen, efter 
talibanemas stora framgingar under den si kallade sommar- 
ofiensiven de senaste dagama. Oppositionen uppger att 
200 ooo manniskor har evakuerats frin stridszonen. 

Enligt en flykting frin Charikar, Mohammad Razak, do- 
dades minga av de flyende civila av minor som oppositio- 
nen strott ut for att satta stopp for talibanema. ap 



Talibaner intar/ter^o 
provinshuvudstad 

AFGHANISTAN Den afghanske 
oppositionsledaren Ahmed Shah 
Massoud och bans styrkor retire 
rade i gar in i den strategiska 
Panjsbirdalen for att imdkomma 
den styrande talibanmilisens 
snabba framrydkning. Talibaner- 
na kcmtroUerar sedan forra iret 
mer an 8o procent av Afghani- 
stan och verkar nu ha foresatt sig 
att lagga under sig resten. I gar 
fortsatte talibanema ftamryck- 
ningen och intog staderna Chari- 
kar, sex mil norr om Kabul, och 
Mahmud-i-Ra<n, hirmdstad i pro- 
vinsen Kapisa^5-^>^(^^ 



Tusentals flyr talibaner 

IS]£AMABAD: Tusentals manniskor var pi mindagen pi flykf 
imdan talibanema i provinsen Parwan i norra Afghanistan, 
uppgav oppositionsstyrkoma. 

Tajibansoldater understodda av stridsflyg ryckte samtidigt 
fram mot Takhar och haftiga strider utkSmpades i Khanabad i 
provinsen Kimduz. enligt oppositionens talesman Hussain 
Anwari. : 

Avjen 1 1)ar:i-Suf i provinsen Samangan, 35 mil norr om bu- 
vudst^eii Kabul, f(ortsat££^derna, uppgav Anwari. fei 

Oppositionsstyrkoma lyckades lagga beslag pi en helikopter 
som landat vid fronteii I attacken dodades itta talibansoildater 
och tio andra sirades. ^ 3/ & (FLT-AP) 





■ ■ ■ De styrande taiibanerna i Afghanistan har for 
forsta gingen offidellt gett tiilstibid till kvinnor att 
arbeta med en utlandsk hjalporganisation. Avtalet 
mellan det Schweiz-baserade Terre des hommes och 
taiibanerna innebar att 50 afghanskor filr arbeta i 
ett program for bist^ till bam i Afghansistan. Det 
har tagit ett och ett halvt av fbrhandlingar for 
att uppnd dverenskommelsen. (Metro) ■ 

Talibariema intog 
strategisk f lygplats 

AFGHANISTAN. Den afghanska talibanmilisen erovrade 
sondagen flygbasen Bagram norr om Kabul och rik- 

tade darigenom ett Mrt slag mot oppositionsstyrkor- 

nas befalhavare Ahmed Shah Massoud. , - 

Genom att inta Bagram h^er taiibanerna att ska- 

ra av fdrsorjningslinjen tiU oppositionens starka faste ; 

Panjshirdalen ett tiotal mil norr om Kabul. For forsta . 

g^ngen p4 tre ^r kan inte heller Massouds artiUeri n^ 

fram till Kabul. . u - • i f-^r^o 

Genom den nya storoffensiven, som borjade i rorra 
veckan hoppas de konservativt islamiska taiibanerna 
kunna sl^ ut Massouds tadzjikiskt dominerade styrkor 
efter att tidigare ha besegrat uzbekiska och hazariska 
motstindsrorelser. Massouds grepp om de nordostra 
provinserna samt Panjshirdalen och orter sta;ax utan- 
for den ar det enda iterst^ende hindret for taiibanerna 
att ta kontroll over hela Afghanistan. Taiibanerna hol- 
ler i dag mellan 80 och 90 procent av landet 

Talibanskt flyg och helikoptrar bombade Istalif, den 
sista orten p^ huvudvagen norrut fr^n Kabul som op- 
positionen fortfarande hMler. Dessutom narmade sig 
talibanstyrkorna orterna Charikar och Jabal-us-Saraj 
vid vagen in mot Panjshirdalen. TT-Reuters, Kabul 

140 000 Ayr 
striderna i 
Afghanistan 

' GENfeVE, TT-AFP, AP , 

►Uppemot 140 000 manniskor 
har flytt undan de senaste stri- 
derna mellan den islamiska ta- 
libanmilisen i Afghanistan och 
dess motstSndare anforda av 
Ahmed Shah Massoud, sade 
FN:s flyktingkommissariat 
UNHCR pi fredagen. 

Enligt FN-organets tales- 
man JucUth Kumin i Geneve ar 
flyktingama pi vag mot Panj- 
shir-dalen, dar Massoud har 
sitt hogkvarter, for att senare 
fortsatta mot den nordostliga 
provinsen Badakstan. 

UNHCR har 5 000 ton livs- 
medel liksom filtar och talt i 
beredskap i grannlandema 
Tadzjikistan och Kirgisien om 
kris uppstar, sade hon. 

Taiibanerna, somkontrolle- 
rar omkring 90 procent av Af- 
ghanistan, fbrsoker enligt rap- 
porter som nitt FN tomma 
Shamali-slatten. 

Taiibanerna forstarkte sina 
positioner pi fredagen. Tali- 
banska stridsflygplan anfoll 
omriden som hills av opposi- 
tionen, men ingen skadades, 
sade en av oppositionens be- 
falhavare, Bismillah Khan. ^ 





AFGHi^lI^^ la^anska 
talibanen^^ ledare mulla 
Mohamma(d^^ i gir 

skydd ochSs^^ de 
afghanska' ^^bppbsitionssoldater 
som gir over till den styrande 
islamistiska inilisen. 

Erbjudandet framfordes via 
den Pakistanbaserade nyhets- 
tjansten Afgh^ Islajpic Press. 
}AiJXC ^/S-6^^-Reuters) 



"Talibaner utforde massaker 

APGHANISTAN. Oppositionen i Afghanistan anklagade 
J^mSen d^yrande talibanen^^^^^^ mo^ 
dat hundratals bybor norr om Kabul. MassaKem sKau 
ha agtSerra veckan. d& regeringstrupper mtog och 

hoU ett antal byar under tee dagar. „n„skatt- 
- Vi har ingen exakt siffra, men de forsta uPPS^an 
r,in<Tflrnat^ar om meUan 200 och 300 manniskor. sade 
MoKaf ire? Slesman for oppositionsaUiansens 

''^gSrane^m^'?^?^£ K Hai Mutmaen a^isa- 
de'op^osmonens p^s^^^^^^^^ |?SS?t^bu. 



Talibaner tvingar 
bort befolkning 

AFGHANISTAN. De Styrande 
taiibanerna i Afghanistan 
har brant byar och sadesfalt 
for att tvinga bort befolk- 
ningen i de delar av landet 
som de nyligen erovrat. Det 
rapporterar FN:s represen- 
tation i huvudstaden Kabul. I 

I fredags och lordags flyd- ! 
de over 10 000 manniskor 
frin Shomalidalen. 

Fordrivningen stir enligt 
FN i strid med talibanemas j 
(^c^ella ^(^mik^, Islamabad ; 



FN och EU ger hird 

ISLAMABAD FN och EU kritisera- 
de de afghanska taiibanerna 
skarpt i gar for att de ater orsa- 
kat stort lidande bland befolk- 
ningen. 

Taiibanerna har latit utiym- 
ma Shomaliomradet norr om 
Kabul och flyttat tusentals fisunil- 
jer till utbombade lokaler i 
Kabul, dar det rader akut brist pa 
vatten och mat. (TT-Reuters) 



Tdibanerna branner byar 

Kabul: FN anklagade pa sondagen talibanmilisen i Afgha- 
nistan for att branna ner byar och darmed skapa en flyk- 
tingvag. Mordbrandema sker under den offensiv som taii- 
banerna har inlett for att driva bort oppositionsledaren Ah- 
med Shah Massouds trupper norr om huvudstaden Kabul. 

- I>et §r en hemsk syn darute, sades det i^etttittalande fr^ 
FN:s samordnare i Kabul. 

FN fruktar nu att tusentals flyktingar skall ta sig till Kabul, 
dar det redan rider svir matbrist bland de 400 000 invinar- 
na. Taiibanerna medgav pa sondagskvallen att de sprangt hus 
i flera byar och att de "foi^yttat'* lokalbefolknmg ut ur 
stridszonen. tt-reuters S 

Taiibanerna grep hundratais 

KABUL.- Taiibanerna har gripit hundratals personer i Afeha- 

tratorer Mn oppositionsstyrkoma i norr som taeit sia in^i 

aigt rap^rterade oppositionen nya framg&igar i norr 

r^t^de polisradema i KabulWeddes i Sgs och ! 

SmSSn.^ "^"^ ^<i«r i 

- Infilttatererna tog sig in i staden for att skapa oro sade 
poLschrfen Abdul Razzak. Han tiUbakavisade u^iSa m 
^ hundratals personer gripits och sade, att det hS?^ 
rordesigomettsextiotalman-SA^ 1^% ^W^'^) 



Sprangdad i Afghanistan 



Fredsforsok 
i Afghanistan 

Dusjanbe/tt-reuters 
► Pakistan inledde pa onsdagen 
ett forsok att makla f red i grann- 
landet Afghanistan dar dess al- 
lierade, talibanerna, nu forso- 
ker att slutgiltigt krossa sin sis- 
ta riktiga motstindare, vetera- 
nen Ahmed Shah Massoud. 

Tva hoga pakistanska fore- 
tradare - inrikesministern och 
Kabulambassadoren - kom pa 
onsdagen till Tadzjikistans hu- 
vudstad Dusjanbe for att traf- 
fa en nara medarbetare till 
Massoud. De reser hem igen pa 
torsdagen. Nasta steg blir att 
de besdker talibanemas hogste 
ledare muUa Mohammad 
Omar i Kandahar pa lordag. 

Pakistan ar ett av de endast 
tre lander som har erkant tali- 
banregimen men awisar stan- 
digt anklagelser om att man 
haller islamistmilisen med va- 
pen och fornodenheter. 

Talibanrorelsen foddes i pa- 
kistanska koranskolor och 
dess mal ar att, nar oppositio- 
nen val ar krossad, bygga upp 
varldens renaste muslimska 
Stat. 



Afghanistan 



Explosion i taiibanstad. 

En kraftig explosion ska- 
kade Kandahar, taliba- 
nemas andliga huvud- 
stad, pd tisdagskvdllen. . 
Enligt de f5rsta rappor- 
tema dodades flera man- 
niskor och andra skada- 
des i explosionen. Man^ 
niskor flydde sina bostsL- 
der i panik, enligt jqy- 
hetsbyrin AlP.JjSjg'^Ci 
pKi TT-Reuters, Islamabad 



xnM sannolikt var talibanemas 
hogsta ledare, muUan Moham- 
mad Omar, som'dock midkom 
oskadd. Det vaxi gkr inte klart 
vem eller vilka sfom lig bakom. 

Stadens invSnare var forst 
overtygade om att de utsattes 
for ett nytt anfall fran USA och 
m^ga flydde i panik. 



^ ^ Kabul, TT-AFP, AP 

^Sju manniskor dodades viid 
en vildsam explosion pi tis- 
dageniKandahar,somardesty- 
rande talibanemas hogkvarter 
i sodra Afghanistan. 

Lokala kallor uppgav att 
explosionen vallades av en 
sprangladdning och att dess 



Talibanerna skyddar Bin Ladin 

AFGHANISTAN. En av Afghanistans hogsta ledare, muUa 
Mohammad Rabbani, forsvarade pi torsdagen den is- 
lamistiska statens vagran att lamna ut Usama bm La- 

"^'mn Ladin anklagas av USA for att ligga bakom 
bombningarna av USA:s ambassader i Tanzania och 
Kenya forra 4ret. Over 200 manniskor dodades, de fies- 
ta kenyaner i en byggnad intill. ^.r^.r-cr^ 
Bin Ladin, som ar fr^n Saudiarabien, ar en svuren 
fiende tiU USA. Washington har kravt honom utlam- 
nad for att stalla honom infor ratta. 

- De otrogna och FN tiUskriver oss uttalanden om att 
talibanerna stoder terrorister som Us^a. 

- Men USA har inte gett oss n^got bevis p4 att han 
ar inblandad i terrorhandlingar. 

- Vi anser det inte nodvandigt att en muslun rann- 
sakas i ett otroget land, sade Rabbani, talibanemas 
nast hogste ledare, infor lOiorare i Kabm. ^ . . 

Han framhoU ocksi att Afghanistan inte har n^got 
utlamningsavtal med USA. 

Fredagen ar ^rsdagen av USA:s attack med kryss- 
ningsrobotar p^ bin Ladins lager i Afghanist^, en at- 
tack som foljde pd bombningarna avUSArs tv^^ambas- 
sader i augusti forra ^etsQ S6|&-9TT-Reuters, Kabul 



AFGHANISTAN 



Talibaner intog flygbas 



Kabul, tt-reuters 
^Den afghanska talibanmili- 
senerovradepasondagenflyg- 
basen Bagram norr om Kabul 
och riktade darigenom ett hirt 
slag mot oppositionsstyrkor- 
nas befalhavare Ahmed Shah 
Massoud. . 

Genom att inta Bagram hil- 
ler talibanemai p5 att skara av 
forsorjningslinjen till opposi- 
tionens starka faste Panjshir- 
dalen ett tiotal xnilnbrr omKa- 
bul. . V - 

For forsta gangen p4 tre &r 
kan inte heller Massouds ar- 
tilleri ni fram till Kabul. 

Sista motst&ndet 

Ogonvittnen beskrev hur 
linga led av talibansoldater 
strdmmade normt frin Kabul 
for att befasta greppet om Ba- 
gramu .^^-.V ' 

Stridsvagnar, trupptrans- 
portfordon och terrangbilar 
med raketgevar monterade p^ 
flaket ingick i kolonnen. 

Uppgifter frin oppositio- 
nen om att den hade tagit till- 



baka Bagram efter bara nagra 
timmar kunde inte bekraftas 
av andra kallor. 

Genom den nya storoffen- 
siven, som borjade i forra 
veckan, hoppas de konserva- 
tivt islamiska talibanemakun- 
na slk ut Massouds tadzjikiskt 
dominerade styrkor efter att 
tidigare ha besegrat uzbekis- 
ka och hazaiiska motstlinds- 
rdrelsen ; 

Massouds grepp om de 
nordostra proviiisema samt 
Panjshirdalen och orter strax 
utanfor den ar det enda Ster- 
stiende hindret for talibaner- 
na att ta kontroll over hela Af- 
ghanistan. 

Talibanema haller i dag 
meUan 80 och 90 procent av 
landet. 

Talibanskt flyg och heli- 
koptrar bombade Istalif, den 
sista . orten ' pi huvudvagen 
norrut frSn Kabul soin oppo- 
sitioiien fortfarande hiller. 

Dessutom narmade sig tali- 
banstyrkoma ortema Chari- 
kar och Jabal-us-Saraj vid va- 



gen in mot Panjshirdalen. 
Langs vagen mot Bagram lag 
mangder av stupade Mas- 
soudsoldater. Ambulanser 
med skadade talibaner korde 
soderut mot KabuL ] 
Ogonvittnen sig hur pakis- i 
tanska frivilliga i talibanarmen 
skot ihja en tillfangatagen 
Massoudsoldat. Andra pakis- 
tanska rekryter kopplade av 
med att ata frukt och fira Ba- 
grams ML 

Civlla Uv st&r pil spel 

Tre ganger tidigare har taliba- 
nema forsokt erovra Panj- 
shirdalen men slagits tillbaka. 
Inte ens de sovjetiska styrkor- 
na lyckades pa 80-talet inta 
den smala, ' slingrande dal- 
gangen dar Massoud skapade 
sitt rykte som genialisk geril- 
lakrigare. 

Amnesty International be- 
farar att tusentals civilaliv stir 
pi spel midei den nya oflFensi- 
ven och har yadjat till stor- 
maktemas regeringar att for- 
soka satta stopp for stridema. 



Av BuRSHKY imm 



Afghanistan ar ett land i Asien. 

Dar bor mer an tio miljoner 

manniskor. Ungefar som i Sver%e. 

Afghanistan ligger langt b©it 

men har i Sverige 

finns det manniskor som 

varje dag tanker pi Afghanistan. 

Svenska Afghanistankommitten 

stanade for flera ar sedan. 

Gruppen biidades 

nsir Afghanistan biev ett fritt land. 

landet Sovjetunionen hade forut 

soidater i Af^anistan 

och ville bestamma i landet. 

Nar Sovjetunionen tog bort 

sina soidater behovde 

A%hanistan hjilp. 

Svenska A%hanistank6fliWtei 
borjade hjalpa AfghanistSM% 
Dct var arton ar sedan. 
Kommitten hjaiper det afghanska 
folket med medicin och bocker 
och bygger skolor i landet. 

Manniskor i varlden behover 
varandra. Det behovs manniskor 
som tar hand om andra. 
Peter Hjiikstrom och de andra 
i Svenska Afghanistankommitten 
ar nagra av dem. 

Jag besokte Svenska 

A%hanistankorhraitten 

for att fS veta mer om dem. 

Peter Hjukstrom har arbetat 

med kommitten i flera ar. 

Nar vi txaffades kande jag gcnast 

att jag tycker om honom. 

lag karide att fet Sf en bra 
manniska med ett gott hjarta. 
Han tanker verkiigen 
p^ de fattiga mlnfli^or 
som ar kvar i Afghanistan. 

Han tanker pa att bairnen 
ska fa det bra i framtiden. 
Han vill att barnen som bor 
i Afghanistan ska kunna lara sig 
att skriva och iSsa. 

I Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul 
fdr flicker intc g4 till skolan. 
De som bestammcr i landet 
kalias taiibanen 
De tror p5 reUgionen islam. 
De har straxi^ regler och har 
forbjudit flicker att ga i skolan. 

Det finns foraldrar som vill 
att deras flickor ska ga i skolan. 
1 Kabul maste de fdraldrama 
sksMa egna larare till sina bam. 




Ledaraa i Afghanistan hindrar flickor fran att ga i skolan. 
Men ate i byama pa landet gir flickot i skolm Sadi. 



hjaiper Afghanistankommitten 
bamcn att ^ i skolan. • 

Jag ar sjalv fodd i Afghanistan. 
Jag vaxte upp dar. Nar jag kom 
till Svenska Afghanistankommitten 
i Stockhoim kande jag mig hemma. 
Pa vaggen hangde en stor karta 
med Afghanistan pL 
Dar fanns mycket vackra bilder 
pa naturen i Afghanistan. Pa golvet 
kg en vacker a^^ansk iB£^. 

Peter Hjukstrom hade en bok , 
i handeft. ^ioiiiaf Svisnska 
Afghanistaofcaowiitten skrivit. 
Peter visade en spannande biid 
i boken och berattade 
om sina resor i A%hanistan. : 



Men ute pa landet i Afghanistan PS bilden fanns en pojke 



som forlorade sin hogra hand 

i kriget. jfeter berattade 

att ban har traffat just den pojken. 

Pojken gick i en skola 

som kommitten har ly^gt. 

Nar ban siutade skolan 

biev han iarare. 

Jag sag i Peters anslkte 

att han biev ledsen nar haa, talade 

om kriget i A%han^tan. ^ 

. For flera ar sedan fanns det inga 
skolor ute pa landet i Afghanistan. 
I dag finns det manga skolor 
som Svenska Af ghahistsakommitten 
hjalpt till att bygga. 

Hur aisfa dkolor har ni b^^t 
- Sves^ A^BJianistan!k03B3«iutten 
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,^Bstrs!iky Armaa kommer 
-£i&rl3i lander A%hanistaxi. 

Ip^SSlDORibSrfanavmai. ■§ 

Burshky saknar sitt land. 
. J^en hon kan intearbeta dar. 
^■^•Idedama t yadet vpi mte *-^- . ^ 
att kviimoriobb^,som joumalister. 
De^vill mte.attffickor gar t skolajo. 



Vi bad Burshky beratta nagot 

iandet A%hanistan. 
Hat ac^cimes.becattelse. * 
Deo. handlar om Svenska 
A^anistankommitten. 

tKommittea samiar ia pengar,vv;^- < 
och bjaiper till att bygga skoior. 
Och i de skolorna far flicker 
ocksa iara sig iasa och skriva. 




Burshky Arman 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^ 





^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 



lilt ■ f^loi 




Afghanistan ar ett land med manga berg och mar^a dalar. Det ar 
ofta svart att aka till byama Vagama ar daliga och manniskoma 

&rtiasteiga. eller rida pa: asnor. 



De fiesta elevema i skolan sitter 
pa golvet. Manga av skolorna 
bar inga stolar och herd. 




En del av elever maste ga till fots 

i iera timmar for att kotnma till skolan. 

Det ar viktigt att lara sig Iasa 6<:h skriva. 



Skolorna ute i Iandet behover hjalp med booker 
och pennor. Svenska Afghanistankommitten 
slddbu- saker som skolorna behover. 



har byggt 600 skoior i Afghanistan, 
Vi skickar bocker, pennor, 
skrivhaften och allt 
som skoiorna behover, 
berattar Peter Hjukstrom. 

Varifrin konuner pengama? 

- Pengama kommer fran 

mediemmarna i Svenska 

Afghanistankommitten. 

Vi f5r gSvor frin vaniiga iftittriiskor 

och fran internadonella hjalpgruppeii 

^er Peter Hjukstrom. 

Far flickor ga i skolorna ute pa 
landsbygden i Afghanistan? 

- Ja, de far ocksa ga i skolan. 
De far samma utbildning 
som pojkarna far. 



Viiket ar ditt basta minne 
jfran AJghanistati? 

- Jag ska beratta om ett av mina 
basta minnen fran Afghanistan, 

V- Det var mer tio sedan. 
IjagvarpI resa med nigra andca. 
Vi mr pa en vag genom en dal. 
J 

- 1 dalarna i A%hanistan 

bor de fattiga.Vi akte med asnon 

Det fanns ingen vag 

som hilar ktmde Ska pa. 

Vi fc»w til! liten by. Vi var hangriga. 



De hade bara brod att ata. 

- Efter nagra timmar 

kom nagra av deras grannar 

pa besok till huset. 

Alia hade hade med sig brickor 

fyllda av mat. 

De lade maten pk en duk 

och sade att vi mSste ata. 

Det var fattiga manniskor 

men mycket gastfria. 

- Det har minnet tanker Jag pa 
ofta och det varmer mitt hjarta. 
Det ar ett av av mina srarkaste 

och finaste minnen fran Afghanistan, 
jag kan aldrig glomma det. 

- Jag rycker mycket om Afghanistan. 
Det ar ett vackert land med vacker 
natuii sager Peter Hjukstrom. 



- Vi kom til dem sem bodde 
hogst uppe pa berget. 
De kande inte oss men de bjod 
andl. hem oss till sitt has. 



Norsk press 



Fredag 30. juii 1999 



Ny Taliban-offeiislv i Afghanistan 

Det var harde kamper nord lor Kabul natt tii torsdag 
etter at tusener» lultean-kriger© satte i verk en 
bred sommeroffensiv for a knuse styrkene tii 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Taiiban-styrkene bie presset ut av Nejrab- 
distriktet igjen etter at den strategjsk© inngangen til 
Pansjir-dalen ble erobretfra Nord-alliansen 
onsdag. 

Nord-aHiansen til Masood er den eneste rivaiise- 
rende gruppen som Taiiban enn^ ikke har beseiret. 
Den ekstreme islamistiske bevegelsen kontroHerer 
na 90 present av Afghanistans territorium, _^ 
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Opposisjoiien til motangrep 

KABUL: Opposisjonsstyrkene i Afghanistan har gjenero- 

bret alle de fern byene som gikk tapt i iorrige uke, og 
star na bare fern mil fra hovedstaden Kabul, opplyste 
talsmenn for bade opposisjonen og Taliban torsdag. 
Opposisjonen hevdet videre at opp tii 500 soldater fra 
den regjerende Taliban-militsen skal vsre drept. Flere 
titallTaliban-soldater er tatt til fange, og mange andre 
flyktet opp i fjeliene rundt hovedstaden Kabul, fordi de 
ikke greide a holde stand mot motstandsst|rjtoeaes over- 
raskende angrep. (NTB-AFP-DPA) 



Bin LadenjJliorlate Afghaiiistan? 

Den saudiarabisk-fodte terroristen Osama bin 
Laden vii forlate Afghanistan og soke asyl et annet 
sted. 

Bin Laden f rykter at han og hans tiihengere vii b!i 
utsatt for et nytt amerikansk angrep, meidte det 
afghanske nyhetsbyraet A!P 
fredag. 

USA skj0t 20. august i fjor 
krysserraketter mot mai i 
Afghanistan som skulie vsre 
treningsieire for terrorister 
under bin Ladens kommando. 
Radikaie islamister hylier 
saucieren som en islamsk helt, 
men myndighetene i Riyadh 
harfratatt hanri hans saudiara- 
biske statsborgerskap. 

Han er na pa utkikk etter et 
opphoidssted i et annet land, 
meidte AlP fra sitt hovedkvarter i Peshawar i 
Afghanistan, uten a antyde hvor. 




Osama bin Laden 





Opposisjonsfronten i Afghanistan 
har sow ¥e«tet tklc«r #»aklci S sJ4 
imol den voldsomme offensiven 
fra regjeringsstyrkene til Taliban, 
som har fStt hjelp fra militssolda- 
ter fra Pakistan og Kashmir. Styr- 
kene til Afghanistans tidligere 
forsvarsmtnister Ahmed Shah 
Masood har trukket seg tilbake til 
Panjshir-dalen. Der fors0ker de i 
tette inngangen i S0r for Taiibans 
stormbp, slik de gjorde det fram- 
gangsrikt fern ganger under Sov- 
jetuni6fl»tts ©kkupasjon. 

Taliban-offensiven rullet forst 
over den stratcgisk vikligc Ba- 

gram-basen nord0st for hoved- 
staden Kabul. Den forlsallu raskl 
mot Charikar pS hovedveien fra 
Kabul nordover til Salang-passet 
gjennom Hindukush-fjellene 
som forbinder hovedstaden med 
den nordlige delen av landet som 
nl ogsl er pS Taiibans hender. 

Masood, kjent fra motstands- 
kampen mot Sovjet som «L0ven 
fra Panjshir», hadde opprettet sitt 
poHtiske hovedkvarter i Chari- 
kar, rett nord lor frontlinja mot, 
Kabul ! g§r fait neste skanse da 
Masoods nestkommanderende 
Abdur Rab Raspod ble Ivuiifet til 



§ r0mme Guibahar. .som ligger 
ved inngangen til del sttites^li* 
synelatende inntrengelige dalf0- 
ret. Dermed er ogsS fafaal us-Se- 
raj for 0yebHkket under Taiibans 
kontroll, og neste framryfeking er 
Rokha i den nedre delen av 
Panjshir-dalen, «De fern l0vers 
dab, der anslagsvis 250.000 
mennesker har s0kt tilflukt. 

Masood har sendt ut en appell 
om internasjonai hjelp til fiykt- 
ningene og innbyggerne i daien 
som nS bmm km nis nordfra, 
gjennom &i«iakhshan-provin- 
sen. 

Taliban irtnfrkide ikk^ mli hel- 
lige l0fte tii folket om selv ikke 
S0ke makt, men i stedet forhand- 
le fram fred i Afghanistan sa 
snarf bevegelsen inntok Kabul. 
Det ga bevegelsen en rask folke- 
lig oppslutning i en krigstrott be- 
folkning ute pS landsbygda i de 
pashtunske omrSdene, den do- 
minerende folkegruppa i landet. 

Det er tre Ir siden, og Taliban 
har i h0yeste grad S0kt makt og 
ikke skapt fred. I stedet har Tali- 
'ban naermest blitt en fremmed 
okkupasjonsmakl i Kabul og an- 
dre byer pS grunn av sine sffireg- 



m religi0se doklriner og dessu- 
ten blitt en politisk faktor i regio- 
nen. If0lge Afghan Information 
Press skal Taliban ogsS ha ero- 
bret gmnsebyen Sher Khan Ban- 
dar ved grensa til Tadsjikistan. 
Byen var en viktig forsynings- 
havn for tadsjiken Masood inntil 
for to Sr siden. 

Masood blir presset stadig 
lenger astover i nordomrSdene, 
men tar nl sikte pa I stenge 
Panjshir-dalen for eventueh 
igjen S presse Taliban sorover 
mot Kabul igjen til h0Sten. 

PMI 



Taliban-ofifensiv inn 
i avgj0rende fase 



Torsdag 5. august 1999 iH^f^tlJIO/Itlt 



Like etter feilslatte 
fredsforhandlinger gar 
Taliban-militsen til 
storoffensiv. Star 
opposisjonens siste 
bastion for fall? 

GUNNAR FILSETH 

Offensiven fra den islamske 
Taliban-hseren gikk i gkr inn i 
en utvidet og intensivert fa- 
se. Med artilleri, fly og bakke- 
styrker hamret de ultraorto- 
dokse «koran-krigeme» l0s 
pi sine mer moderate Sen- 
der pi tre forskjellige front- 
avsnitt nord for Kabul. 

Samordnede angrep, som 
betegnes som de kraftigste 
fra Taliban pi nesten et in 
ble satt i gang f0r daggry. 1 10- 
pet av dagen rykket de vide- 
re frem mot Pansjir-dalen, 
den sterkeste bastionen til 
geriljakommandanten Ah- 
med Shah Masood, den le- 
gendariske «L0ven fra Pan- 
sjir». 

TaUban-krigeme slo seg 
aUerede i morgentimene 
tvers igjennom motstander- 
nes linjer pi Tabag-fronten, 
hevdet en talsmann for Tali- 
ban. Pi de andre frontene 
m0tte Taliban hard mot- 
stand, men vant Ukevel ter- 
reng. 

Tilbud om amnesti 

Noen timer etter den siste 
angrepsstormen sendte den 
0verste Taliban-lederen. 
mullah Mohammed Omar, ut 
et kommimike med tilbud 
om amnesti til motpartens 
soldater dersom de legger 
ned vipnene. De som ikke vil 
gi seg, vil bli behandlet etter 
islamsk lov, erklaerte Tali- 
ban-sjefen, som ikke gikk 
naermere inn pi hva straffen 
kunnebli. 

«Den endelige seieren er 
ni meget n8er», heter det i 



oppropet til folk i omrider 
som fortsatt er under oppo- 
sisjonens kontroU. 

Enkelte observat0rer tror 
Taliban ni legger opp til det 
som kan bli sluttkampen om 
Afghanistan. I dag behersker 
Taliban-regimet 90 prosent 
av landet. Ni er milet ipen- 
bart i fi herred0mmet ogsi 
over den siste biten, men 
dette kan bli en hard n0tt i 
knekke. 

Masoods sterke bastion 

Tre ganger tidligere har Tali- 
ban-regimet fors0kt i erobre 
Pansjir-dalen, men er blitt 
slitt tilbake. Ikke en gang de 
soyjetiske styrkene klarte i 
1980-irene i trenge inn i det 
smale dalf0ret. Masood 
skapte da sitt ry som geril- 
jakommandant. 

Etter at Taliban tok regje- 
ringsmakten i Kabul for 
snart tre ir siden, har de for- 
S0kt i gj0re ende pi mot- 
standsgrupper rundt om i 
landet. Masoods grep om 
Pansjir og enkelte andre om- 
rider i nord0st er ni det 
eneste som hindrer Taliban i 
i regjere over hele Afghani- 
stan. 

Gjennom den nye offensi- 
ven hiper fundamentaliste- 
ne i sli ut Massouds tadsjik- 
dominerte styrker. Tidligere 
har de praktisk talt gjort det 
av med de usbekiske og ha- 
zariske militsene fra opposi- 
sjonens krigsallianse. Tali- 
ban fir sin sterkeste st0tte 
fra den store pashtunske fol- 
kegruppen. 

Det overordnede milet er 
sikre kontroUen over hele 
landet for dermed i kunne 
skape verdens «reneste» is- 
lamske Stat. Taliban er blitt 
betegnet som verdens mest 
ekstreme islamske funda- 
mentalister, med kompro- 
missl0se forbud og pibud 
som isaer gir ut over kvinne- 
ne. 

TidHgere denne uken har 
Masood hevdet at omkring 



250 000 sivile er kommet til 
Pansjir-dalen for der i s0ke 
tilflukt fra Taliban. 

- De har hverken tak over 
hodet eUer mat, sier en av 
hans talsmenn som retter en 
henstiUing til omverdenen 
omn0dhjelp. 

Saerlig alvorlig i denne for- 
bindelse er det at Taliban ni 
har erobret den viktige flyba- 
sen Bagram. De har dermed 
brutt en av Masoods viktigs- 
te forsyningslinjer. Ogsi en 
annen, landverts forsynings- 
linjeer brutt. 

Amnesty International si- 
er i en rapport at tusener av 
mennesker kan vaere i stor 
fare. Det vises til at Taliban 
flere ganger tidligere har 
gjennomf0rt massakrer pi 
minoritetsfolk nir de har 
tatt nye omrider. 

Sommerstid er som regel 
krigstid i Afghanistan, og et 
offensivt fremst0t fra Taliban 
var ventet etter at ogsi den 
siste runden av fredsdr0fbel- 
ser meUom partene br0t 
sammen i forrige uke. Under 
den siste offensiven har Tali- 
ban tatt store omrider og en 
rekke viktige st0ttepunkter i 
Parwan- og Kapisa-provinse- 
ne, som inntil siste uke var 
under Masoods kontroU. 



Hvor er bin l^den? 

Talsmenn for opposisjons- 
asUiansen hevdet i gkr at en 
styrke av arabiske soldater 
som er lojale mot Osama bin 
Laden kjemper sammen 
med Taliban under de siste 
fremst0tene. Det er fortsatt 
uklart hvor bin Laden be- 
finner seg. Taliban-regimet 
kom forleden med et demen- \ 
ti om at den pistitte terror- ! 
istlederen har planer om i 
forlate Afghanistan. 

- Rapporter om at Osama 
har forlatt eller har planer 
om i forlate Afghanistan 
savner et ethvert grunnlag,: 
sa TaHbans talsmann, mul- 
lah Mutawakil. ^ 

gunnar-fiiseth@aftenDosten.nr 
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Afghaiiistari:T\0d 
og etnisk rensii^ 

Norsk UD frykter at Taliban-geriljaen iAfghanistan 
driver med etnisk rensing. Minst 100 000 sivile er 
drevet pa f lukt de siste dagene, og n0den 0ker 

Sides 



1 omfang. 



Minst 100 000 pa 
f lukt i Afghanistan 



Norsk UD frykter 
etnisk rensing og mer 
n0d. Taliban-regimet 
tvinger FN inn i 
fryktelige dilemmaer. 

TOVE GRAVDAL 

Etter at Taliban 28. juli star- 
tet offensiven mot den af- 
ghanske Nord-alliansen, har 
minst 100 000 sivUe flyktet 
fra kamphandlingene. Kan- 
skje er tallet s& hoyt som 
350 000. ' 

- Vi er sterkt bekymret for 
konsekvonsene av offensi- 
ven. Flyktningesituasjonen 
er alvorlig, og enda verre er 
det at sporene fra Talibans 
fremferd i 1995-96 gir grunn 
til i frykte etnisk rensing. 
If0lge ubekreftede rykter 
har Taliban begynt li skille 
menn fra kvinner og bam i 
omrider der de har rykket 
frem, sier statssekretser 
: Leiv Lunde i Utenriksdepar- 
tementet. 

NSr styrker i Kosovo skil- 
-te mennene fra kvinnene og 
bama, var det i flere tilfeUer 
for & likvidere mennene. 

N0djelps-dil8mma 

Limde sier UD er skuffet 
over at Taliban i stedet for & 



fortsette fredsforhandlinge- 
ne i nabolandet Usbekistan, 
velger k g& til krig mot Ah- 
med Shah Masoods styrker i 
nord. Den h&pl0se situasjo- 
nen i et av verdens fattigste 
og mest vanstyrte land, f0r- 
te til at FN og flere lands 
ambassad0rer i Paki$tan 
kom sammen til krisemjlte i 
Islamabad igSr. 

- Fra dette m0tet gikk det 
ut en oppfordring til FNs 
sikkerhetsr&d om i disku- 
tere hva vi n& skal gj0re, sier 
Lunde. 

Han legger til at det eks- 
tremt fondamentalistiske 
styret i Afghanistan setter 
FN i en fryktelig kattepine. 
For eksempel har Taliban de 
siste dagene tvunget 10 000 
flyktninger inn i byen Jalala- 
bad, der infrastrukturen er 
si elendig at selv et s& lite 
antall mennesker er mer 
erm dentSler 

-Taliban regner med at 
FN tar seg av dem. Disse 
menneskene er i ytterste 
n0d, men er det riktig & hjel- 
pe dem s& lenge Taliban er 
skyld i situasjonen? sp0r 
Lunde. 



Strategic 

Kabul-re|imet e 



if bare aner- 
Igent ^ tre land, og»^j>lir 
kraftig ford0mt for massiv 
kvinneundertrykkelse og 



andre brudd pi menneske- 
rettighetene. Lunde mener 
Taliban er et av de absolutt 
vanskeligste regimer i ver- 
den k pivirke, og hva b0r FN 
dagj0re? 

- Vi mi drive livreddende 
n0dhjelp. Men Norge vil gi et 
klart signal om at selv om 
Talibaii fir full kontroU over 
landet og blir anerlgent i 
FN, si er det overhode ikke 
aktuelt med langsiktig bi- 
stand f0r menneskerettig- 
hetssituasjonen er bedret, 
sier Lunde. 

Etter en ny bevilgning i 
sommer gir Norge i ir 45 mil- 
lioner kroner til n0dhjelp i 
Afghanistan, fordelt pi FN 
og private organisasjoner 
- Vi er klare pi at alle mi f0l- 
ge en felles linje overfor regi- 
met i Kabul, ellers kan be- 
vilgningene kutres, sier Lim- 
de. 

Han mener en samlet, hu- 
manitser front mot Taliban 
er eneste vei til bedring av 
menneskerettighetssitua- 
sjonen. Tidligere har FN-or- 
ganisasjonene vaert uenige 
om forholdet til regimet, noe 
Taliban utnyttet. Men n0d- 
hjelpen b0r bli mer efifektiv, 
og til det-l^igs det flere 
folk, og FN vfl^e sende for 
mange utl^wimger inn i Af- 
ghanistan for i drive hjelpe- 
arbeid. 



Offisielt heter det at tallet 
pi utlendinger holdes lavt 
pi grunn av sikkerhetssi- 
tuasjonen. Men etter det Af- 
tenposten forstir, er det 
ikke bare afghanske vipen 
som truer USA jakter fort- 
satt pi terroristen Osama 
bin Laden, og vil for aU del 
unngi at utlendinger blir 
drept i et eventuelt nytt an- 
grep mot Afghanistan. Det 
har FNs generalsekretser 
Kofi Annan fitt klar beskjed 
om fra Washington. 

Utalmodig 

Lunde peker pi at mer n0d- 
hjelp til Afghanistan ogsi er 
n0dvendig fordi flyktninger 
er pi vei hjem fra Pakistan 
og Iran. Noen tvinges hjem; 
nabolandene er i ferd med i 
miste tilmodigheten med 
flyktninger som har vaert der 
i snart 20 ir. I Pakistan 0ker 
dessuten uroen over at Af- 
ghanistan avler skruppell0- 
se ekstremister 

-MeUom 3000 og 10 000 
pakistanere under presteut- 
dannelse i Afghanistan del- 
tar i felttoget mot Masood. 
De er blant de verste tfl i ut- 
f0re etnisk rensing og i tra- 
kassere afghanere som ar- 
beider for FN, sier Leiv Lun- 
de. 

tove.gravdal@aftenposten.no 
Se kommentar side 6 




Masood til voldsomt motangrep 



Opposisjonsstyrkene 
i Afghanistan hevder a ha 
gjenerobret aile de fern 
byene som gikk tapt 
iforrigeuke. 

Kabul 

Minst 250 soldater fra den 
regjerende Taliban-militsen 
skal vsere drept, og opposi- 
sjonsstyrkene stir ni bare 
fern mil fra hovedstaden Ka- 
bul, sa talsmenn for opposi-" 
sjonenigir. 

Flere titalls Taliban-sol- 
dater er tatt til fange, og 
mange andre flyktet opp i 
Hellene nmdt hovedstaden 
ICabul, fordi de ikke greide i 
holde stand mot mot- 
standsst3n:kenes overras- 
kende angrep. Blant de fal- 
ne etter kampene rett nord 
for Kabul var flere paki- 
stanske soldater, sa opposi- 
sjonens talsmann Abdullah. 

Ingen Taliban-talsmenn 
kunne eUer ville i gir kom- 
mentere de slste meldinge- 
ne fra fronten. Opposisjons- 
styrker under ledelse av 
kommandanten Ahmad 
Shah Masood gikk til an- 
grep sent onsdag kveld, og 
inntok i g^ morges byen 
Gulbahar ved iwpuE^en til 
Pansjir-dalen. 

Deretter rykket Masoods 
styrker vestover og erobret 



Jabul Seraj ved hovedveien 
mf&Mt fra hovedstaden. 
S4 beveget de seg trover, 
omringet Charikar og av- 
skar fluktrutene derfra, f0r 
de erobrel deanf bpm, som 
ligger fem mil nord0st for 
Kabul. 

Opposisjonen fortsetter 
sin motoffensiv, til tross for 
at Taliban har foreslitt v4- 
penhvile og tilbudt amnesti 
til alle som legger ned vip- 
nene. Den regjerende milit- 
sen har satt i verk ordnet 
busstransport av sivilbe- 
folkningen bort fra kamp- 
omridene, for a forhindre en 
panikkartet flukt. 

Informasjonsminister 
MuUah Amir Khan Mottaqi 
sa i g^ at familier fra disse 
omr^dene er sendt til byen 
Jalalabad i det 0stlige Af- 
ghanistan, «for deres egen 
sikkerhets skyld». Dette 
skjer i henhold til folkeret- 
tens bestemmelser om be- 
skyttelse av sivilbefolknin- 
gen,tilf0ydehan. 

i Pansjir 

Talsmann Julian Bousac for 
den franske hjelpeorganisa- 
sjonen Leger uten grenser 
sier at selv om situasjonen 
ved fronten er uklar, hersker 
det ingen tvil om at opposi- 
sjonen har innledet en kraf- 
tig motoffensiv. Bousac be- 
finner seg selv irnie i Pansjir- 




Strateg. Ahmad Shah Masood har nok en gang vist at han kan snu 
tilbaketogtilfremgang. foto: scanpix/epa 



dalen, der Masoods styrker 
harholdt til. 

If0lge Bousac har de fleste 
av flyktningene som holdt til 
i dalen, ni begirt seg nord- 
owr for k komme lenger 
vekk fra kampene-som raser 
rett s0rfor dalen. 

- Moskeene og skolene 
var fulle av kvinner og bam, 
disse menneskene har ingen 
ting med seg, og vi vet ikke 
hvor de er blitt av. sier han. 



Talsmenn for Masood sier 
at rundt 200 000 sivlle hadde 
S0kt tilflukt i Pansjir-dalen, 
mens tallet if0lge uavhen- 
gige kilder var nasrmere 
100 000. F0r motoffensiven 
som bie- tefjtedet denne 
uken, kontrollene Taliban 
det meste av Afghanistan 
mt^ tinntak av de nordlige 
Itt^Melene. 

(NTB/AFP/DPA) 



cPansjirs l0ve 



I^irhardenafghanske . 
motstandslederen Ahmad 
Shah Masood vaert kjent 
som en slu og malbevisst 
feltherre, som vet a lure 
sine motstandere opp i stry. 

Kabuf 

De siste dagene har «L0ven 
fra Pansjir» igjen vist seg 
som herre over situasjonen. 
pi bekostning av den re- 
gjerende Taliban-militsen i 
Kabul. 

Masood ble verdenslgent 
som geriljaleder allerede un- 
der den sovjetiske okkupa- 
sjonen av Afghanistan fra 



1979 til 1989. Han opparbei- 
det seg en voldsom respekt, 
ogsi blant folk som ni er 
blant ledeme for Taliban, og 
det var i disse irene at han 
fikk tilnavnet «L0ven fra 
Pansjir». 

I dag er den tadsjikiskset- 
tede Masoods styrker de 
eneste som fortsatt hindrer 
det ftmdamentalistiske isla- 
mist-regimet i Kabul i i ta 
makten over hele Afghani- 
stan. 

- Masood er ikke noe lett 
bytte. Og dersom alle meld- 
ingene om bans nye motof- 
fensiv viser seg i stemme, 
kan det bety slutten pi Tali- 
bans dr0mmer om herre- 
d0mme over hele landet, si- 



er en diplomat med base i 
Pakistan. 1 

Masoods styrker lyttet | 
ikke til budskapet fra Tali- j 
bans 0verste leder, Mullah . 
Mohammad Omar, nylig. 
-Vi i Taliban er ni inne i 
sluttfasen av vir strategi. 
Overgi dere mens dere kan, 
si skal dere M imnesti, var 
Omars budskap tU opposi- 
sjonsstyrkene. 

Masood har for lang er- 
faring med i snu tilbaketog 
lil fremrykning til at han vil 
h0re pi det 0ret. Og hans til- 
hengere er altfor lojale til 
bare i kaste fra seg gevasre- 
ne, sier utenlandske obser- 
vat0rer. (NTB-AFP) 




Rekrutterer 

Tusenvis av pakistanske ungdommer har siden 
1 994 sluttet seg til Taliban, dels rekruttert gjennom 
Pakistans egne islamistiske grupper og moskeer, 
dels av ISI, som i-dag opererer ulike mujahedin- 
grupper som blir trent og utrustet i flere kondikter. 
De pendler nS mellom konfliktomrSdene, fra Kash- 
mir til grensa mellom Usbekistan og Tadsjikistan, 
hvor det var raid inn i Tadsjikistan sS seint som i no- 
vember. 

ISI har opprettet hovedkvarter i den tidligere ku- 
banske ambassaden i Kabul, og legger knapi nok 
skjul pS sine forbindelser med Taliban. Det er heller 
intet forbud mot S rekruttere til Taliban i Pakistan, 
selv om statsminister Nawaz Sharif og folk i bans 
hjemprovins Punjab og grenseprovinsen North West 
Frontier Province nS har fStt merke hvilke tveeggede 
sverd slike grupper er. 

Pakistan bruker Taliban til S fremme sine interes- 
ser i Senn-alasia - opp mot Iran, Russland og India, 



som mer eller mindre direkte stotter motstandsfron- 
ten. Ved siden av Pakistan er det fS andre enn Saudi- 
Arabia og Emiratene som har anerkjent Taliban. 

Massoud fSr sine forsyninger via flybasen i Kuljab 
i Tadsjikistan, blant annet russiske Frog- 7 raketter 
som ble brukt mot Kabul i fjor. Nye erobringer i 



PAKISTAN 

Motstandsfronten skal angivelig ha 
drept pakistanske soldater i offensiven 
mot Taliban. Konflikten i Afghanistan 
star om regionale interesser. 

Av Peter M. Johansen \ 



Like tungt som Taliban -regimet i Afghanistans 
slo til med en offensiv mot motstandsfronten 
nord for Kabul, like overraskende raskt slo 
tidligere forsvarsminister Ahmed Shah Massoud, 
«L0ven fra Panjshir», tilbake og gjenerobret sine 
byer: Gulbahar, ved inngangen til dalen; det «admi- 
nistrative» hovedkvarteret Charikar, og knutepunk- 
tet Jabul us-Seraj pS hovedveien mellom hovedsta- 
den Kabul og Nord -Afghanistan. Taliban -styrkene 
har fStt forsterkninger fra mujahedins («hellig kri- 
gere») fra utlandet - pakistanere, kashmirere, ara- 
bere - men motstandsfronten hevder at flere pakis- 
tanske soldater er blitt drept i kampene nord for Ka- 
bul denne uka. 

Det peker i retning av Pakistans militasretterret- 
ning, Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), som stotter 
opp under Taliban -regimet etter S ha droppet ho- 
vedst0tten til Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, leder for den 
islamistiske organ isaj son en Hezb-i-Islami. Den tak- 
tiske endringa ble gjort av Benazir Bhuttos innen- 
riksminister Nasrullah Babar. 



Talibans d0clslister 



I oktober startet en ny serie med 
attentater mot framtredende af- 
ghanske ledere i Peshawar og 
Quetta. Noen av ofrene er tidli- 
gere ledere i Kabul -regimet, som 
styrte landet etter Sovjets ordre, 
og kan skrives pS kontoen for 
hevn. Blant dem er tidligere 
kringkastningssjef Hashim Pakh- 
tianae, broren til den siste parti- 
sjefen i Kabul, Najibullah, som 
selv ble lynsjet av Taliban-regi- i 
met. Han delte skjebne med par- \ 
tisjef Babrak Karmals forsvars- j 
minister, general Nazar Moham- j 
med Nazar, som ble skutt ned pS ! 
Spen gate i Quetta i juli i fjor. 



Drapsordre 

Andre ofre regnes som nasjona- 
lister, som er stikkord for pashtu- 
nere som gjerne ser kongen ven- { 
de tilbake i spissen for et seku- 
laert, pashtu-dominert st\Te. 12. 
januar slapp kommandant Abdul 
Haq, kjent fra kampene mot Sov- 
jet i grensestrokene mot Pakis- 
^ tan, unna et attentat fordi han , 

I ikke var hjemme; det var deri- 
mot bans kone, sonn os en tje- 
ner. 

Abdul Haq er bror til den tid- 
ligere lederen for den ostlige 
shura (r2det), der Taliban nS har 
kontrollen, og begge er nart 
knyttet til maulavi Yunus Khalis, 
en av de sju tidligere motstand- 
slederne og nS den eneste av 
pashtu-Iederne som er aktivt 
med i fronten mot Taliban. 

En tredje gruppe ofre er intel- 
lektuelle og andre som er uttryk- 
te motstandere av Taliban, som 
journalistene Abdul Hafiz Ha- 
mid Azizi, som overlevde atten- 
tatet i sentrum av Peshawar i ok- 
tober, og Najiba Sara ved BBCs 
Pashto Drama Project, Ogs3 hun 
klarte seg. Drapsordrene kom 
angivelig fra maulavi Moham- 
med Sarwar Mukhlis, antatt le- 
der for Talibans etterretning. 

Potensielle ledere 

Drapslista er lang og omfatter , 
en rekke kommandanter. Den j 

V 



begynte 3 sirkulere i I'eshawar 
for vel et 2r siden, ifolge afghan- 
ske kilder i Peshawar, og i au- 
gust i fjor skal tre representanter 
for Taliban ha fordelt 100.000 
dollar pS 18 profesjonelle leiem- 
ordere, afghanere og pakistane- 
re, hevder en hoyere pakistansk 
sikkerhetsagent overfor tids- 
skriftet The Herald \ mars. 

ISI og pakistansk Special 
Branch har gjort lite i forbindelse 
med attentatene. Det vaker 
sporsmSl i politiske og diploma- 
tiske sirkler om pakistanske kref- 
ter er ute etter potensielle ledere 
for et nasjonalt Afghanistan, eller 
mulig Pashtunistan,' dersom Af- 
ganistan skulle sprekke eller om 
Taliban mister makta til krefter 
med andre regionale forbindel- 
ser. PS dodslista stSr angivelig 
sufi -lederen Pir Sayed Ishaq Gil- 
lani, leder for Shura-i-Tafahum- 
O'Hamahangi Afghanistan, og 
hans kone Fatana, leder for Af- 
ghan Women Council , begge se- 
kulaere kongevenner. 



grenscstroka i nordomrSdene har presset Massouds for- 
syningslinjer fra Tadsjikistan lenger ostover i grenseelva 
Amu Darya. Iran var naer ved S gripe militaert inn da Tali- 
ban erobret industribyen Mazar-i-Sharif i tjor og gjen- 
noppforte en omfattende massakre pS shiamuslimer fra 
(olkegruppa hazara og drepte flere iranere i byen. 
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Ett ar etter at to ameiikan- 
ske ambassader i AJKkabfc 
boHi^ er fremdeies US As 
hovedmistenkte, Osama bin 
Laden, pa Mot - men 
jakten pa ham er intens. 

VERNON LOEB/ 
The Washington Post 

Osama bin Ladens verdens- 
omspennende teftdtist- 
nettverk bar vgert under 
konstant press siden den 
saudiarabisk-f0dte bmvand- 
rende mangemiilionsren 
skal ha regissert den d0deng 
biibombingen av to omen- 
kaBske' ambassader i AMka 
i august i 5 or. 

If0lge terroreksperter b^- 
de i og utenfor den ameri- 
kanske regjeringen sto bin 
Laden bak bombene. 

Men de samme eksperte- 
ne er bekyinret over at Ciin- 
ton-regjeringens utblinklng 
av bin Laden som landets fi- 
ende nummer en kan ha 
styrket hans posisjon i den 
islamske verden, og 0kt 
sannsynligheten for nye an- 
grep fra ham eiler hans et- 
terf0lgere. 

- Han bar utviklet seg til 
en karismatisk ieder p& 
samme m^te som Irans av- 
d0de ayatoilah Khomenini, 
sier Kenneth Katzman, eks- 
pert pi Midt-0st€n ©f t&t- 
rorisme ved forskningssen- 
teret Congressional Rese- 
arch Service. 

- Dette bekjnnrer meg: 
Bin Laden er den eneste 
som st^ p& det radikaie, 
fundamentalistiske stand- 
punktet: ingen kompromis- 



promisser med USA, ingen 
kompromisservmed ; -Egypt. 
Oghaas'^ksai st0tte seg tiivi- 
penmakt, sierhan. 

De to lastebii-bombene 
som eksploderte bare mi- 
nutter ^tttr hverandre p& 
utsiden av ambassadene i 
Nairobi i Kenya, og Dar es 
Saiaa i Tanzania den au- 
gust 1998, drepte 224 men- 
nesker hvorav 12 ameri- 
kanske statsborgere, og 
skadet mer emi 5 000 men- 
nesker. 

Bin Laden og 16 pisiitte 
koiieger, blant dem den 
egyptiske islamske Jihad-le- 
deren, Ayman ai Zawahiri, 
har siden biitt tUtait i New 
York for k ha piaaisft an- 
grepene. 

Tiifredshet 

Amerikanske tjenestemenn 
sier med en viss tiifredshet 
at bin Ladens nettverk ikke 
har skadet en eneste ameri- 
kaner det siste ^et, et resul- 
tat de tiiskriver omfatxende 
etterretningsarbeid, endrin- 
ger i lowerket og diplomat- 
iske anstrengelser. 

-Vi har ikke satt ham ut 
av spill. Men vi har i hoyeste 
grad redusert hans evne til k 
stelle i stand ting, sier Ro- 
"bert Oakley, en tidligere am- 
bassad0r med ansvar for aa- 
titerrorvirksomheten. 

Mens enkelte tjeneste- 
menn 1 Clinton-administra- 
sjonen 0nsker mer agpessi- 
ve tlltak for k angripe bin 
Ladens skjulesteder i de af- 
ghanske Hellene, harOaWey 
advart mot dette. 

- Faren for k treffe fell m^ 
er veldig, veldig stor. og vi 
mk anta at det vil bli tungt 
forsvart, sier han. 



Samtidig melder det af- 
ghanske nyhetsbyi&et'-AIP. 
at bin Laden vil foriate lau*"^ 
det og s0ke asyi et annet 
sted. Bin Laden frykter at 
han og hans tiihengere vil bli 
utsatt for et nytt ameri- 
kansk angrep. 

Enten &rsaken er uvilje ei- 
ler manglende evne til k dre- 
pe bin Laden, har ameri- 
kanske myndigheter fors0kt 
k trakassere eiler isolere 
hans organisasjon, Igent 
som al Qaeda som betyr 
«Basen» pi arabisk. 

Antiteitoreksperter fira 
FBI og CIA, som arbeider 
tett sammen med etterret- 
ning over hele verden, har 
arrtstert og avh0rt et titaiis 
personer fra Albania til Uru- 
guay, mistenkt for k operere 
i samarbeid med bin Laden. 

En av bin Ladens angive- 
lig mest betrodde - menn, 
Mamdouh Mahmud Salim, 
ble arrestert i Qor h0st av 
tyske mjmdigheter, Han er 
en av de fern som er mis- 
taikt for k stk bak ambassa- 
debombingen, og holdes i 
forvaring 1 New York. 

En annen, Mohammed 
Saddiq Odeh, bie anholdt av 
pakistanske myndigheter 
og en tredje, Mohamed Ras- 
hed^ Bamid al O^aE, ble ar- 
restert i Kenya. I London 
holdes tre andre siktede i ar- 
rest. 

Bel0ii fling 

Samtidig har Utenrlksde- 
partementet lovet en be- 
l0nning pk 5 miHioner dollar 
(40 millioner kroner) for in- 
formasjon som f0rer til ar- 
restasjon av bin Laden, og 
FBI satte ham i juni opp pi 
listen over deres ti mesi et- 





I 

I iHi 




f^n^flsk. En tilhengerav den fundamentalistiske O^^^ 

protest! Islamabad I forrigeuke. ' " 



ters0kte personer. Det re- 
flekterer ikke bare den trus- 
selen han utgi0r, men ogsk 
FBIs 0kende intemasjonale 
oppgaver. Byriet har n& 
1383 agenter engasjert i an- 
titerror arbeid i USA og ver- 
den over. 

Taliban-bolkott 

For et par uker siden stanset 
president Clinton ail 0kono- 
misk samhandel mellom 
USA og Taliban-mUitsen og 



beskyldte dem for k skjule 
d«»<efe%ers0tefe« terroristen. 
Inntll da hadde Taliban-le- 
derne benektet kjennskap 
til bin Ladens opphoids- 
sted. To dager etter at sank- 
sjonene ble satt i verk inn- 
r0mmet de at han oppholdt 
seg 1 en del av Afgahnistan 
som er under deres kontroH. 

- Hvis vi klarer k opprett- 
holde presset moi ham og 
f0lge den diplomatiske, poli- 
tiske strategien, vil bin La- 



den f0r eler senere gi0re en 
feil, sier en tjenestemann. 

Andre mener at amenka- 
neme i jakten pk bin Laden 
har gjort ham til et symbol 
for antivestlige f0lelser. 

-Jeg har gjort det kiart 
for amerikaneme at de har 
gjort Osama bin Laden til en 
stor helt i den islamske ver- 
den, sier Abdul Hakeem 
Mujahid, Taiibans fremste 
representant i FN. 

Tidhgere CIA-tjeneste- 



mann Milt Bearden. som le- 
det CIAs hemmeiige kam- 
panje for a ruste mujahedin- 
bevegeisen i kampen mof 
Sovjet-styrkene p^ 1980-tal- 
let. er enig: 

-Man burde ga gjennom 
flyktningeleirene i Pakistan 
og teUe hvor mange g-atte- 
barn som har fatt navnet 
Osama siden august i ^or. 
Tallet er skremmende. sier 
han. 

(Norsk enereit: After posten) 
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- Taliban arresterer flyktninger,9/&A3 

KABUL: TalibarMnilitsen har arrestert tusenvis av Wn- 
nesker som harflyktettil Kabul fta landsbyersom militsen 
har okkupert nord forden afghanske ho^Klstaden 
nelle sier at bevegelsen bare pli^per noen fa krimi- 

advarte S0ndag mot en humanitaer katastrofe i Af- 
gianistan etter at Taliban brenner hele landsbyer og 0de- 
^er hvsgrunnlaget for mange tusen mennesker i Sha- 
malKegtonen, et omrade som har vaert under konlroll av 
Talibans motstandere. (NTB-AFP) ^/awf Zc^/mJ. 
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AFGHANISTAN MCf f C/ 0 ^£(StoJs W^^fet 

Hirda strider nara Kabul 

■ Tiotals manniskor dodades eller skadades i Afghani- 
stan nar de styrande talibanemas styrkor och opposi- 
tionens trupper natten till fredagen beskot varandra med 
timgt artilleri strax norr om huvudstaden Kabul. 

Lakare och militara befalhavare vid fronten beratta- 
de i gSr att over 2 000 manniskor under natten flytt frin 
stridsomridet och sokt sig till Kabul. Tahbanska office- 
rare beskyUde ocksi oppositionsstyrkoma for att med- 
vetet ha beskjutit byn Shakardara inte langt fran hu- 
vudstaden. 

De noira delama av Kabul har under den g^gna veck- 
an traff ats av flera granater. En del har slagit ner nara den 
kombinerade mihtar- och dvilflygplatsen. Men i onsdags 
traffades ett ammunitionsupplag pi en mihtarbas i Kha- 
rikhanakvarteren i Kabul varvid ett bam miste livet och 
itta andra skadades. g^f-^g . kabul/ap 



AFGHANISTAN KJpVUcU^WUft \oAA 

Anklagelser mot Iranm^^ 

■ Afghanistans styrande talibanregim anklagade i gir 
Iran for att ha beskjutit Afghanistans gransprovinser. 

Diplomater vid den afghanska ambassaden i grann- 
landet Pakistan uppgav att iranska trupper i helgen av- 
lossat tiotals granater frin tungt artilleri mot provinser- 
na Earah och Herat i vastra delen av landet. Iranska sol- 
dater ska ocksi ha trangt in pa afghanskt territorium. 

Enhgt tahbanema boijade beskjutningen sedan tah- 
banema i forra veckah erovrat Bamiyanprovinsen, dar 
den afghanska shiitiska oppositionsgruppen Hizb-i-wa- 
hadat har sitt starkaste faste. Enhgt talibanema backas 
Hizb-i-wahadat kraftigt upp av Iran. 

- Tills vidare har vi inte skjutit tillbaka, sade en tah- 
bantalesman 

Det fanns inga rapporter om personskador eller ma- 
teriella skador och heller inga iranska kommentarer 

ISLAMABAD/AP 



Engelsk press 



Waiting tor a 

last battle with 

the Taliban 

Jason Burke travels through Afghanistan's Panjshir 
Valley to meet a guerrilla hero who yearns for peace 



SITTING on their tank in the 
ruins of a royal summer pal- 
ace, the fighters eat cherries 
and yoghurt, listening to the 
dull thud of aniliery on the 
frontline. 

Abdul Hakim, Mohammed 
Djaffar and Mohammed Shah 
have been pulled back from 
their bunkers and trenches to 
take cover from the bombard- 
ment. They listen for the 
pause in the barrage that will 
signal the coming of the 
Taliban. 

Fifty miles to the north, 
among the rugged valleys and 
scree-strewn peaks of the 
Hindu Kush mountain range, 
other men are waiting too. 
They are the senior ofl&cers of 
the loose alliance of factions 

that now comprises the only 
opposition to the Taliban — 
the extremist regime that con- 
trols aroimd 80 per cent of 
Afghanistan. 

Their leader is Ahmed Shah 
Massood, the legendary guer- 
rilla commander whose tacti- 
cal brilliance and acute'politi- 
cal mind made him the most 
effective, and best known, of 
the Mujahideen who fought 
the Soviet occupation 20 years 
ago. The Russians tried, un- 
successfully, to storm the 
Panjshir valley — his home 
and base — half a dozen times. 
Now the Taliban hope to suc- 
ceed where the Soviet Army 
failed. 

Last week Massood was 
back in the Panjshir, staying 

at his mud-and-brick home in 
the village of Jangalak where 
he was bom. He knows the 
time for preparation is nearly 
over and that this year's fight- 
ing will start in earnest very 
soon. His days are a flurry of 
hurried meetings \vLth the 
men who will lead his 20,000- 
strong army into battle when 
+>ie Taliban attack comes. 

Massood, however, is confi- 
dent his troops will repel the 
Taliban. 'We know they will 
come soon,' he told The Ob- 



server in a rare inter\1ew last 
week. 'But, with God's help, 
they will cause us few 
problems.' 

His position is unenviable. 
After five years of battling the 
Islamic militia he now faces 

them practically alone. Last 
year the Taliban swept 
through much of central and 
northern Afghanistan, shat- 
tering the opposition alliance. 
Many opposition leaders fled 
overseas leaving the rem- 
nants of their forces to join 

Massood in his mountain fast- 
ness in the far North East. 

With nowhere left to run, 
Massood's margin for error is 
very thin. A single, serious 
defeat could see him, and 
resistance to the Taliban, fin- 
ished forever. 

Massood, who is 46, has had 
his back to the wall before. He 
has been fighting for 24 years, 
almost always against mas- 
sive odds. The story of how he 
forged an almost unbeatable 
army from a band of a dozen 
fugitives living on mulberries 

is known throughout the 
region. The heavy losses his 
hghtly armed troops inflicted 
on the Soviet forces earned 
him a reputation as one of the 
greatest guerrilla command- 
ers ever. But now he is tired. 

His sharp brown eyes are 
weary and grey flecks his 
thick black hair. He seems less 
the wily fighting fox and more 
the cornered stag. 

'We don't want a war and we 
would be happy with peace. I 
am looking forward to the 
years when I do not have to 
fight,' he said, sitting in the 
Ubrary in his father-in-law's 
house in the village of 
Bazarak, less than a mile from 
his own home. 

The shelves are lined with 
books of military strateg>' and 
political analysis. There are a 
dozen books of Afghan history- 
as well as bio'/raphies of 
Stalin and Alexander the 



Great. Other works are on ar- 
chitecture ~ Massood trained 
as an architect before leading 
a revolt against the Soviet- 
backed Marxist regime in Af- 
ghanistan in 1977. 

He claims he is only fighting 
to force the Taliban to the 
negotiating table. 'We are 
ready to talk/ he said. 'We 
don't want to rule the country. 
We just want a representative 
government for all Afghans.' 

And there lies the rab. Few 
in Afghanistan's history* have 
ever been able to claim univer- 
sal support. Massood's men 
are predominantly from eth- 
nic and religious minorities. 
They are of Tajik, Uzbek or 
Mongol descent and largely 
Shia Muslim. 

For centuries the Shias 
have fought with the major- 
ity, Sunni, Pathan tribes of the 
South and East. It is from 
these tribes that the Taliban 
draw most of their support. 

In recent years that emnity 
has been deepened both by 
atrocities on both sides and. 
most significantly, by the 
meddling of overseas powers. 
All the countries bordering 
Afghanistan, and others fur- 
ther afield, are pushing their 
own candidates in tiie war. 

The Taliban owes much of 
its success to military support 
from Pakistan and financial 
aid from Saudi Arabia, both 
Sunni Muslim countries. 
Though relationships ^A^ith the 
Saudis have chilled recently 
— not least because of the 
Taliban government's refusal 
to hand over Osama Bin 
Laden, the Saudi dissident 
and alleged master terrorist — 
private donations continue to 
pour in. 

Massood claims scores of 
Pakistani Army officers are 
acting as military advisers to 
the Taliban. The Pakistan 
government has certainly 
done nothing to stop tens of 
:hoiisands of young Paki- 



stanis from joining the move- 
ment as foot soldiers. 

At least 2.000 Pakistanis, 
along with an unknown niim- 
b'?r of Arab mihtants. are be- 
lieved to have been massed by 
Taliban commanders on the 
strategically .critical Shooiali 
plains — an 80-mile long 
stretch of fields and orchards 
that commands both the 
northern approaches to Kabul 
and the entrance to the 
Panjshir. It is here that, 
within weeks, the showdown 
between Massood's weary 
fighters and the young ghazis 
(holy warriors) of the Taliban 
\^'ill come. 

Massood gets angry when 
talking of the Pakistani in- 
volvement in Afghanistan. 
His fist thumps the wooden 
table — bare except for a pen 
and a notepad for writing 
orders — for emphasis. *They 
are trying to turn us into a 
colony,' he says. 'Without 
them there would be no war.' 

But he is being slightly dis- 
ingenuous. His own troops 
carry weapons supplied by 
Russia, several of the newly 
independent CIS repubhcs 
and from Shia Muslim Iran. 
Though Massood claims he 
pays for ever\ahing. it seems 
unlikely the income from his 
lapis lazuli mines or from 
taxes levied on the country's 
tottering economy is enough 
to buy the rows of recently 
acquired tanks and mvdtiple 
barrelled rocket-laimchers to 
be seen along the roadsides of 
the Shomah plains or the 
Panjshir — at least not at their 
fuU market price. 

With almost evcr%' diplomat 
from Istanbul to Delhi terri- 
fied by the prospect of the 
Taliban spreadui^? beyond the 
borders of Afghanistan. 
Massood's envoys have not 
found it hard to driun up sup- 
port. There are even reports 
that the Americans have 
recently been in touch for the 
first tirne for nearly a decade. 

Yet there is no doubt who 
suffers in the end. Last week 
the criss-crossed vapour trails 
of MiG jets hung once again 
over the Panjshir valley. The 
bombs the Taliban planes 
dropped — to soften up resis- 
tance b'efore the big offensive 
— destroyed* a few more 
homes and a few more lives. 

In Bazarak, a \-illage of 400 
families, 500 people were 
killed during the war against 
the Russians and 500 have 
been killed since. A group of 
15-vear-olds recently joined 
the front to fight for Massood. 
Their commander, who was 19 
when he picked up his hunt- 
ing rifle to fight in 1979, wel- 
comed them sadly into his 
unit. 'We have lost our yoimg 
generation: he said. 'They 
have no homes, no schooling, 
nothing. They have just 
grown up with war.' 
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Hhis week's peace talks may not avert a major oSemive by 

on A^^amstan already seems complete 



, even 




^HE Taliban are fearsome fundamentalist 
zealots. This is what much of the world 
believes. Even many of the 1.2m Afghan refu- 
gees living in Pakistan are wary of returning 
because of the Taliban's harsh Islamic rule. 
Hieir strict edicts are well known: beards for 
men, for women a life in the home (or under 
cover of their htirqas, should they go out) 
and the banning of music and television. In 
the capital, Kabul, however, there appears to 
be universal acceptance of Taliban rule— 
and far fewer complaints. 

It is not hard to understand why. For 
most residents, the period before September 
26th 1996, when the Taliban marched into 
Kabul, had been a nightmare. Alter the fall of 
the Soviet-backed government in April 1992, 
the capital became a new battlefield for the 
various groups of mujahideen (Islamic guer- 
rillas) who had been vying for control since 
the withdrawal of the Soviet army in Febru- 
ary 1989. As different factions carved up the 
capital, looting and violence took hold. 

The country at laige was no safer. The 
drive from Kabul to Jalalabad, near the Paki- 
stani border, was an expensive trip, as differ- 
ent mujahideen groups demanded hefty 
toils in exchange for protection from, armed 
bandits. Today the journey, although longer 
because of damaged roads, 
is safe. The Taliban officials 
now on the checkpoints are 
uninterested in extortion. 

In Kabul, the Taliban 
have been trying to set 
about reconstruction. A 
start has been made on a 
digital telephone system to 
connect i^hanistan with 
the outside world. There are 
plans for a mobile-tele- 
phone network Even the 
traffic lights are working, 
wardens— respien- 
in communist-era uni- 
forms—manage to control 
Kabul's manic drivers, ex- 
cept for the Kalashnikov- 
toting officials who speed 
around in black pick-ups, 
exempt from traffic laws. 

Iht Taliban are also try- 
ing to get on better with 
some of the aid agencies. Af- 
ter a recent attack on Red 
Cross staff, the leaders is- 
sued a decree imposing a 
five-year prison term for 
anyone threatening the 



safety of foreign workers. And the author- 
ities are starting to become a bit less inflex- 
ible about women. Under some conditions 
they now allow Afghan women to work 
with the aid agencies. They have also prom- 
ised to reopen girls' schools, once an **appro- 
priate" curriculum is drawn up. 

But there is little else to cheer. The streets 
may be safe, but, in the words of one rtsi- 
dent, it is 'like having good security in a pris- 
on". Anyone who breaks the law is dealt 
with severely by the religious police, the Dt- 
paitmait for the Promotion of \%tue and 
the Prevention of Vice. Amputated hands 
were recently publicly displayed to show the 
Taliban's brand of zero-tolerance policir^. 

Once a cosmopolitan city, Kabul now of- 
fers its residents little in the way of amuse- 
ment beyond the Taliban-run radio, which 
transmits Koranic verses, or a bizarre motor- 
cycle "wall of death". Even some of the Tali- 
ban find things dull Almost the most excit- 
ing thing they can do is to visit the only hotel 
in the city, sneak out a camera from under 
their long tunics (photography is also 
banned) and pose for a snap. 

The Taliban's grip on Kabul is ail the 
tighter because they are ill at ease in the cap- 
ital. Mullah Mohammad Omar, the leader of 

the movement, lives in Kandahar, in south 
Afghanistan, the de facto capital Most Tali- 
ban leaders and their supporters are south- 
em Fathans, largely from the provinces 
around Kandahar. Fbr them, Kabul, with its 
large Persian-speaking Tajik and Hazara 
community, comes as a culture shock. 

Tne Taliban have tried to broaden their 
appeal by appointing ethnic Tajiks and Uz- 
li^ks as governed of northem provinces. In 
April, opposition forces manned to take Ba- 
miyan, in central A^anistan, cutting off the 
Taliban's supply route to the north-west Al- 
though the Taliban recaptured Bamiyan in 
May, their hold on the city is tenuous, be- 
cause of the animosity between the local 
Hazaias, who are mostly Shia Muslims, and 
the Sunni "MibaiL Such divisions are played 
upon by the anti-Taliban alliance, which 
blamed the movement for massacres of eth- 
nic-minorities in Bamiyan and in Mazar-i- 
Sharif last year. Hie Taliban, it says, are not 
fighting for a umted Afghanistan. 

Nor, however, is Ae opposition doing 
much to unite the country. The alliance is 
racked by internal divisions, and each fac- 
tion seems to be backed by a neighbouring 
power intent on creating its own sphere of 
influence in A^hardstan. Siia Iran, mindfol 
of ahostileSurmi Taliban asa neighbour and 
increasingly weary of the flow of drugs and 
lefigees across its border, is hoping diat its 
support for the alliance will improve its rela- 
tions with Central Asia. Some Central Asian 
states, such as Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, 
have joined Afghanistan's proxy war by 




backing the Uzbek and Tajik factions. Conti- 
nued resistance to the Taliban also suits Rus- 
sia. It fears an all-out Taliban victory could 
encourage fundamentalists in Central Asia. 

Foreign meddling makes it all the more 
difficult to end the war. Nevertheless, the Ta- 
liban held talks with the alliance in Uzbekis- 
tan's capital, Tashkent, this week. The Tali- 
ban, who control almost 90% of the country, 
are said to be preparing for a big offensive 
against forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masoud, 
who controls the north-eastem provinces 
and the strategic Fanjshir valley. The talks 
ended without much progress, but at least 
the ideas of a ceasefire, an exchange of pris- 
oners and further negotiations were left on 



The Taliban may yet prove intransigent 

But if so, they risk annoying the Paki- 
stani govemment, their main backer, 
which is now squeezed from two 
sides. At home, it ^ces criticism from 
its own Islamic militants, angry at the 
humiliating withdrawal of Pakistani- 
backed fighters firom Kashmir (see 
box). Abroad, it is under pressure 
from America to get the Taliban to ex- 
tradite Osama bin Laden, the man the 
Americans say was behind the bomb- 
ing of two American embassies in 
Africa last year. Angry that Mr bin La- 
den isgiven sanctuary in Afghanistan, 
the Americans have imposed sanc- 
tions on the Taliban. 

That does nothing to make life 
easier for ordinary Afghans. Without 
peace, the economy is moribund. The Tali- 
ban have opened some factories, but admit 
that without foreign investment prospects 
remain dim. The country may be awash with 
banknotes, but they are almost worthless. In 
the Kabul currency market, Si buys 42,000 
Afghanis. In the early 1990$ it would have 
bought about 50 notes. The Taliban blame 
the opposition for printing them. But be- 
yond making accusations, they are uninter- 
ested in sorting out the mess, for now at least. 
According to Mawlawi Ahmad Jan, the Tali- 
ban industry minister, the economy, along 
with schools and hospitals, can be attended 
to only when "the fight&ig stops and the Tali- 
ban are recognised." For the poor Afghans, 
that still seems a distant prospect. 
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As the Taliban launch a new 
offensive against opposition 
forces, the threat which this 
Islamic regime poses to 
regional stability has gone 
unnoticed. Terrorists fighting 
the govemmmts of mrtualfy 
every Central Asian power 
find shelter with the 
Taliban. An equally 
dangerous by-product is 
the criminal economy 
supported by the 
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spreaas weapo: 
drugs throughout the 
region. 



Soviet-made tanks and 
armoured persoRnel carri- 
ers spew clouds of black 
diesei fumes as they lum- 
ber up the potholed road 
north from Kabul. The 
Taliban are on the move, preparing for 
what they hope will be a final drive to 
bring the last 20% of Afghanistan under 
their contool 

Tiavetti!^ with them in convoys of Toyota 
pick-up trucks are about 400 Arab Islamic 
militants from a dozen Middle East and 
African countries. These are the fighters of 
the 055 Brigade, funded by aieged 
Saudi terrorist Osama bin Laden. 
"When a reporter heads down the 
_ mad, in hopes of catching up 
V . wMh the Arabs, it is Pakistani 
r^'-v- asSitants at a checkpoint who 
.7;= ,\ ■ block his way, waving 
their Kalashnikovs per- 
suasively. 

Desperate for 
i manpower and 
m, moral support, the 
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corned Islamic militants of diverse nation- 
alities to join them on the front lines. Bin 
Ladep and his brigade may be the best- 
known atece the United States accused him 
of masterminding the 1998 bombings of 
two U.S. embassies in Africa and offered S5 
million for his capture. But bin Laden is far 
from the onlyTaliban guest with a price on 
his head. The Review has learned that 
armed insurgents accused of terrorist 
attacks in China, Iran, Uzbekistan, Taji- 
kistan and Pakistan have found sanctuary 
in a symbiotic relationship with the Tali- 
ban: They help the Taliban militarily; the 
Taliban let them set up bases on Afghan 
soil. 

And in a worrying development, bin 
Laden has been working to establish ties 
with his fellow militant groups and may be 
helping to fund some of them, diplomats in 
the region say. The diverse groups have 
their own agendas, mainly focused on 
undermining the regimes at home, but 
some share bin Laden 's zeal for a global 
islamic revolution. The resulting web of 
dangerous friendships threatens to export 
instability throughout the mineral-rich and 
commercially under-exploited hinterland 
of Central Asia. 

The expatriate fighters who join up 
with the Taliban find not only a haven but 




a source of income — ^trafficking in Afghan 
heroin and smuggling consiimer :: goods 
through Afghanistan. Drugs and smug- 
gling — pillars of Afghanistan's war econ- 
omy — now tibreaten to undermine legiti- 
mate economies throughout the region 
{see story on page 10). 

Why do the Taliban help them? In some 
instances, it's simple logic: The enemy of 
my enemy is my friend. Iran aftd 
Uzbekistan give military support to the 
Northern Alliance, which still holds 
Afghanistan's United Nations seat and is 
the last organized opposition Ihe 
Taliban. 

The Taliban are also deeply frustrated by 
the refusal of the international community 
to accept their government — only Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates 
have recognized the 
Taliban. Increasingly, 
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many Taliban leaders 
comfort themselves with the belief that 
their strict interpretation of Islam is the ulti- 
mate truth, capable of imleasMng a wave of 
Islamic revolution across the region. The 
more militant movements flock to them for 
sanctuary, the more justified theTahban are 
iUlMs view. 

"Our prestige is spreading across the 
region because we have truly implemented 
Ijian: and this makes the Americans and 
:e neighbours very nervous," says 
diban Information Minister Mullah 
_ Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

But their dangerous 
liaisons are costing the 
Taliban dearly. On July 6, 
Washington imposed econ- 
omic sanctions on Af- 
ghanistan, barring Amer- 
icans from trading with or 
investing in the coun- 
try. It was a step short 
of declaring the Taliban 
a terrorist movement, 
which the White House 
reportedly favours. The 
iState Department pre- 




fers to keep up a dialogue in hopes that it 
can eventually extradite bin Laden, 
whose exact whereabouts is known 
to only a few Taliban leaders. 

In interviews with the 
Review, Taliban officials 
showed no sign of soften- ' 
ing. "Bin Laden is our 
guest and there is no proof 
he is involved in terror- 
ism," Muttaqi says. "Clinton 
is just hounding bin Laden 
and the Taliban to cover up 
tts owfrlnadeqtiacles and fell- 
ings." 

Another U.S. -bin Laden 
confrontation may be looming. 
U.S. diplomatic sources say sur- 
veillance of bin Laden's woiid 
wide alliance of fundamentalist 
militants, AI Qaeda or "The Base," picked 
up signals that he may be planning a strike 
against a U.S. target. Washington 
put its embassies on alert in eaiiy 
July. Rumours abound that the U.S. 
will attempt a pre-emptive strike. 

Some say a U.S. com- 
mando group has 
arrived in Peshawar in 
northern Pakistan and 
is preparing to grab 
him, others that a U.S. 
aircraft carrier is in the Persian 
Gulf ready to launch air strikes 
against his hideout. Last Sep- 
tember, the U.S. launched 70 cruise 
missiles against stisp@^®d bin 
Laden training camps dole t© fte 
city of Jalalabad in eastern Af- 
ghanistan; he escaped harm. 

The Taliban just laugh at Washington's 
demonization of one individual. •'What 
will the Americans do even if they find bin 
Laden?" asks an officer of the Taliban 
intelligence service. "There are hundreds 
of bin Ladens just up the road." 

Many members of bin Laden's 055 
Brigade fought individually with the 
Taliban for years. But it was only after the 
Saudi was introduced to the Taliban in 
1996 #itt he pulled his fellow Arabs 
together to form a force with a much larger 
agenda: not just to put the Taliban in power 
in Afghanistan, but to support fundamen- 
talist Islamic uprisings across the region. 
The 055 Brigade— ^-s^dte ifidndes hun- 
dreds of wanted terrorists who have fled 
governments from Algeria to Egypt and 
Kenya — ^gained prominence last year when 
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city of Mazar^-S 
Alliance. 

Bin Laden's brigade is the best 
financed and organized of all the expa- 
triate militant groups in Afghanistan. But 
he is suspected of providing aid also to 
militants fighting Uzbekistan's authori- 
tarian President Islam Karimov and to 
Uighurs fighting Beijing's rule in their 
homeland, the western Chintese re^^oii of 
Xinjiang. 



hen six bombs exploded in . the 
Uzbek capital of T^^M^f ^' in 
February, the Uzbekistan gov- 
ernment said it was an assassination 
attempt on Karimov by the Islamic Move- 
ment of Uzbekistan, or IMU, an armed 
underground group. Instead, 16 other 
people were killed and 128 wounded. , 
Uzbek officials and Asian diplomats in. 
Tashkent say that the IMU's leader, Tahir 
Yoldasev, subsequently fled to Kandahar 
in southern Afghanistan, the base of 
Taliban leader Mullah Mohammed Omar. 

In interviews,Taliban officials deny they 
are helping the IMU. But a senior political 
aide to former Afghan Pre«dent Burfia- 
nuddin Rabbani, leader of the Northern 
Alliance, says the Taliban gave Yoldasev a 
house in Kandahar, then in May let him set 
tip a military traiiiii% cmip in TaBban- 
controiled Masar-^-Si^rif, just a few miles 
from the Uzbekistan border. "Yoldasev is 
training 200 to 300 militants from 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Kirgyzstan and 
Uighurs from Xinjiang province in 
China," says the aide. (The Tajiks are 
militant Muslims who rejected a 1997 
ceasefire agreement with Tajikstan's 
iteo-communist government) 

Western diplomats in IsiaissEgfed say 
they believe Yoldasev is financing his 



operations through the Afghan drug trade. 
On June 2, Uzbek Foreign Minister Aziz 
Kamilov held talks for the first time with 
Mullah Omar in Kandahar and asked for 
Yoldasev's extradition. "Omar flatly 
refused to do so and said he is a guest of 
the Taliban," says an Asian diplomat in 
Tashkent. Several hundred other IMU 
militants have fled to Russia,Tajikistan and 
Turkey to escape Karimov's crackdown 
and ate expected to turn up in Mazar. 

Iran's Shia regime is also feeling threat- 
ened by the Sunni Taliban, who killed nine 
Iranian diplomats in Mazar last year. 
Australian journalists who visited Kan- 
dahar last year interviewed members of 
the Ahi-e-SunnahWal Jamaat, a small and 
little-known group of Sunni Iranians that is 
trying ti© Cfwrthrow the Teheran govern- 
ment. Iranian diplomats say the Taliban 
subsequently moved the group to Herat on 
the Afghanistan-Iran border, with the aim 
of carry1*tg out sabc^^ inside Iran. 

i>r ----- , - 



More worrisome to Teheran are reports officials said that their concern was to stem 
that leaders of the main Iranian opposition the tide of heroin from Afghanistan into 
group, the Iraqi-backed Mujahideen-e- Xinjiang. But more is at stake: The heroin 
Khaiq, have frequently visited Kandahar traffic is heipuig fund anti-Chine§e Islamic 
and asked the Taliban for an operational and nationalist movements among the 
base. So far there is no sign that the Taliban Uighurs and other minorities in Xinjiang, 
have accommodated them. But in a state- Uighur militants have trained and fought 
ment issued last September 
that did not name any 
specific group, the Taliban 
bragged: "Afghanistan is 
capable of harbouring oppo- 
nents of the Irtaian govern- 
ment inside Afghan territory 
and thus to create problems 
for Iran." 

China is also affected. 
Beijing shunned involvement 
in Afghanistan's civil war 
until February, when the first 
Chinese delegation arrived in 
Kabul for. talks with the 
Taliban. At the tfme, Chinese 





tie' "elimic-Tajik soldier: 
sits 'OH his haunch es to tell 
his- story:i;l!^ow ::32, vise's, 

been figte^;;&ce;a|p^|2;: 
and -has j^effii>art 'in .20 
major battles, ^tmhi^m 
','Faizal>ad-wi& tJie anti^lMibaii Noithesiil' 
i"Aiiand^ preparmg to face yef anothil 
attack. "The war has destroyed the coim* 
"try, ttee peoplea&disitf f^tioBS," hesays- 
"We jmt~wssA^p&sxie;e^fax tiie %htets." 
llie soldierS taMngpart in an extra- 
i&^$h smy^^.m. war that the, 
' '^^^^-^my-^e Red, 

_ _ 3^0,^k~cbaducthag in A%hani- : 

s:^^ii^^'12'c^&j^-^s0ssnM project 
y^E&craiie3Mt-^En&«is^ of Hie si^iiag 
f^^'<^.aiie.*;GeE€!9a- ConveiitioBs- iii"1949, 

, BtJi iit A^bamStaii theisliave been no 

''J\:%^s tp^&e^pyifi'^flag-aiid-tfae main casu- 
alties'liave-beerL dviiians. hi the ICRC's 
interviews with combatants and civilians, 

\?5i^pi|\i?5pnaaDt,~tfee verdict is' imani- 
^rT^fe«is:i\jK> decades of- fighting have left 
^ i tiie^psi3|>tdaticm -with ,an overw^eimingwair 
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'^trodion-of a normal economy. In its 
"v";pla<^-~has powB .up a -cnminai economy; 
: '' based oii'disigs -and smuggling, which has: 

wmesi mlmi^iife for Afghanistan's war- 



' lonis .that they have little 
incentive to try to restore 
tiie. cinintry's shattered 
agriculture or industry. Af- 
: :, ghanistan's illegal exports 
are slowly undermining 
, l^ifecc^ economic activ- 

- -fty in neighbouring Paki- 
stan and Central Asia. 

~': ' '*Af ghanistan has be- 
.,come the' woiid's lai^est 
opiiini prodt««Kf aa<lt"ia ''Centre of arms 
dealing, and supports a multibiliion-doliar 
' "trade in smuggled goods," says Bamett 
•Rubin, a leading American scholar on 
." A%fe^tistan who is based at the Council 
■ " cm Rsreign Relations in New York. "This 
.-criminalized economy funds both the 
• Taliban and their adversaries, and has 

- - transformed somi neljitiom -and weak- 

■ ened states and legal ec^SSoime^ tia?0t#i- 
ptit the i^on." 

- -Tafibanininisters say Afghanistan has; : 
- just -six working factories — all owned by 
.AeTaiibaii-Maainparedto 220 be^yre the 
^mi^ XJmmi- iiivaded inl979. A seventh, 
■■.alsoTaMban-owned, shut down recently. ' 
-Its 200 workers made soap and rubber 

■ -shoes for sale toWestmi aid agencies ini 
■Kabul Bnt now most agencies-heave puSed : 
otst because of terrorist threats and 

"'reduced funding from donor countries. | 
In pl&ce of industrj^ the twin pillais of g 
A^ianistan's, economy are drugs andi: 
--,»ii^^^..;in tiie Helmand River valley 




Os^na bin laden, i^ed in Afghanistan, has formed 
links there wnth miiitantsfrom across Asxa. 



south of Kandahar, poppy fields that pro- 
duce opium stretch as far as the horizon.'^ 
The Taliban encourage farmers to import 
fertilizer from PsJdstan and rebuild irriga- 
tion networks for better yields. In western 
Afghanistan at Herat, the Taliban have set 
up model poppy farms where farmers can 
learn the best methods of cultivation. 
Vyheat, formerty Afghanistan's staple crop, 
~ no longer holds any appeal: Foodstuffs can 
'.be imported more cheaply from Pakistan. 

Dmg traffickers also operate Afghanis- 
t^s'scHily banking system, offerii^ fenners 
credit in advance for their poppy-oop to 
see them through the long winter months. 

The United Nations Drug Control 
Programme says that 96% of the 2,100 
metric tosmes -opiraa -produced in 
Afghanistan last year was grown in 
Taliban-controlled areas. Tlie Taliban say 
they will end poppy cultivation if ON 
^encies provide seed and other support 
for alternative crops. 
■ MeanwMle the Taliban impose a 20% 
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with fellow Islamic guerrillas in | 
Afghanistan since 1986 and Chmese | 
offidais say tiae arms and esplosiyes the | 

Uighurs are using against Chinese seen- | 
ritv forces come from Afghanistan. | 

Taliban officials say they have - ^t;..^:^.;^.^^ 
assured China they are not harbouring ^ - ^ ^ J^^W^ 

ty minister -^-s-J/"^-- ••• '* J 




Uighurs. A Taliban deputy 
visited Beijing in mid-July to discuss 
Chinese construction of a cement plant 
in Kandahar. However, Western diplo- 
mats in Islamabad say the Uighurs have 
ties to Yoldasev and bin Laden, if not 
directly to the Taliban. 

Pakistan's relationship with the 
Taliban is complex and fraught with 
severe repercussions for Islamabad. 
Mainstream Pakistani Islamic parties 
jostle for strategic alliances with the 
Taliban. Between 3,000 and 5,000 
p^stanis belonging to a dozen differ- 
ent Islamic fundamentalist parties are in 
Kabul with Islamabad's -biasing for the 



tax on dealers, which goes straight to 
their war chest Opium and its end prod- 
uct, heroin, are a major source of 
income for all the Afghan warlords. The 
Northern Alliance,* which controls the 
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The crop of choice in Afghanistan 
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northeast region, taxes opium shipments Pakistan. In practice however, many are 
cLWu^Uzbekistan andTajikistan. resold in Pakistani bazaars for les than 

locally made goods, cnpphng local mdus- 

O facials in Chiia and Uzbekistan say try. A senior official of Pakistan's Central 
&at dn^ feom Af^mnistan also help Boaid of Revenue estmiates that nearly 



fund Islamic insuigencies within, their 
borders. Uzbekistan says one trafficking 
route passes through its Ferghana Valley— 
where the rebel Islamic Movemfeiit (rf 
Uzbekistan is based— and on to Moscow 
and the West. 

Drug addiction has increased along the 
transit routes. UN officials say Pakistan 
now has 5 inilion hefoih addicts, against 

■ virtualy none in 1980; Iran has 3 million : 

and China has 1 million, many in the. 

western region of Xinjiang which abuts 

Afghanistan. - ■■ 
. Drugs are iarirom: A^anistan's only 

contraband, from ancient times Afghan- 
istan has been a hub for cross-A?ian trade; 
portions of the old silk route: traver^ its 

■ ■-■■vs§!s^,Ngw thousaj^ t?f -brightiy p^ted 
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ecoiioiiiy . . . iia^' 
traasfofmed social 
■;r€istioMS sac! weakeaed. • 
states and legal 
economies tibroiighoist 
tlie region J 

—^mett Rul^n, Council on 
IBapetgpi ReiattcHis 



•va^jo xw^ - $2, billion is lost each year in unpaid 

|aki£n-made trucks-grind Sy wer pot- ^^^^f^Jf^^^l 
holed roads and badly mended bridges, " "''^^^^^ 



The Afghan smuggling rout€^>^fe& ' 
across the famier Scsviet t&gi^^s^,^^^^' 
and Iraa. Recently, tlie1aS9^_"ajid0tlier 
warloids have begim flying in consiieie?'- - 
items from the Peisiaa Gulf free ^ 
Dubai and sending opium out cm the.-. 

have just contracted to buy a used Boeing - 
747 fmm Kuwait Airlines for $26 ispjoa^" 
dollars to expand operations. ,^ - 

Hie wasferds tes^made IftlSe eBott to 
iirv«st in i^culture, isdijstry, .education 
or heaith.The only development work die 
Taliban have undertaken is repairs^ 
roads and setting up petrol _ pump m 
smuggling can fk)urish.They.have tried to 
attract foreign investment for oil and ^ 
exploration, road repair and even a c&il- 
phone system, but the oi^oiag fightiigr- 
and now US. ecds<M2ac saactioas-^^ 
squdkdied iawstor interest: /. 5-; . 

"There is no civil administration,^ad 
social issues are not beiEg -addre^ed 
except by the Western reiki ^eacies^biit 
we C2ii*t sd^th^-pi^l!^^.^'^^,^*^?. 
country," says Marcus Qoldef.head^ Jbe 



A recent World Bank study estimates 
Russia,pe«oleu«WtataBaod*»«ufe ^nKabJ-smainl^T.fta,pi>oK^^<* 



from WMtt. WrtuaBy everything is ^f"^' "t"*!""^^ the'po^ who have; sold '^l.t^tJAe 

smuggled. Except for fuel and tood*«fe, -tn^a^ed ^ss dom^t^J^^^ f„3old Ids a,. hawki,.g«eir mat- 



little stays within Afghanistan. 

Under international law, Pakistan must 
allow: l^dloeked-Afgiaafetan tO'Mfsort 
and export goods duty-free through 
Karachi. The: ^dds should , only transit 
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trade betw^een the tm> countries was just household goojk ^'^^T'^^l^^' 

m mmm ia 1997, according to the latest tresses and beddn^.Ihey have made &e 

avalable figure. I^kistani officials wink at choice to eat now ^^^'^'^"f^^^^ 

the smu Jng, in part because everyone ter For ordmaiy cmli^ese ai^ 

from bolder ^lards to ministeis takes a cut. only kind of choices ava^^ Jl- 
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Taliban summer offensive 
Northern Alliance. 

Hieir leaders have set up 
centres and offices in the central district of 
Kabul, which now resembles a Pakistani 
suburb. Their presence has worrying im- 
pllci^ii§ tsr ''fedia^ykiste rdlttidm. 
Some of these l^kistanis are war veterans 
from earlier Taliban campaigns and from 
recent fighting in Kashmir against Indian 
forces, wiiii© ofteiis are on «am#r feoS- 
day break from rhadrassas or islamic 
schools. 

Also in Afghanistan, however, are the 
leaders of the Sipha-e-Sabaha Pakistan, or 
the SSF, aiid the lj^kaf**^Jhsiig^-*- 
extremist Sunni groups accused of killing 
hundreds of Pakistani Shias and attempt- 
ing to assassinate Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, Hie Itaders have hou^s in Kabul, 
while their followers fight for the Taliban. 
"I can't understand the logic that white 

the military supports the ^, , 

Taliban, our police in I, ■' _ 
PunjIS) are trying to hunt 
. down SSP leaders who are 
actually in Kabul," says a 
senior adviser to Punjab 
Chief Minister Shabaz 
Sharif. 

The Taliban have also 
given sanctuary to fighters 
from Pakistan's Harakat-ul 
Mu^Mdeitea, who have 
been linked to bin Laden 
and whom Washington 
declamd a terrorist group 

. i^''m ;B<mia, Chechnya, 
Indian-held Kashmir and 
Tajikistan. 



For many Afghans, the crux of the 
problem is the fail-off of U.S. involvement 
in the region since the end of the Cold War. 
From 1994 to 1997 the Clinton adminis- 
tration quietly allowed Pakistan and Saudi 
At^m to back the Taliban, seeing it as a 
€d»V#iie»t foil for Irtnian influence in 
Central Asia. Since last year's attacks on 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, 
Washington's only agenda vis-a-vis the 
tMhm 1ms been to "get bin Laden." 

The Washington-based Afghanistan 
Foundation recently issued a report urging 
that the U.S. government pursue a broader- 
based policy to restore peace in 
Ai^mmim.lh.e US. "shouM more to 
weaken and transform the Taliban " says 
the foundation's head, former Republican 
Congressman Don Ritter, who was a 
leading supporter of US. aid for the 
Afghan mujahideen fighting the Soviets in 
tjbe X980s. "Ihe Taliban mtist stop hostteig 



^^^^^^^^^ 





;:;iIlig:TMiban;:;:pia^^ 
|epe»sli?e;;a^^ 

- ^ley held off while the United Nations made a 
-last,^ desperate attenq>t to bring the two sides to 

_^-,;^fti^fer€ima;-lmii; jpakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and: 
f{^^;^^^sl^ak-'^'w0L'm Russia SDod 'UietJmted Sfeates attend^; 
the meeting on Jidy 19-20.- Btit it eijded m lailuie when the 

; ;- -i'Tfe kmg-awaited, ma^ive o&nsive finally began eai!y:M: 

■ Kalfu! in 1996, tiiey- hatve-iepeatedly tried to finish off thte 

IgSoghera:^^^^ 



any terrorist groups and close terrorist 
training camps." Ilie foundation's report 
suggests that the CIA — which helped arm 
the mujahideen — should arm Taliban 
moderates with the aim of overthrowing 
Mullah Omar, or alternately support a 
retsjm to powtr of AfghaMstan's exiled 
Zahir Shah, who ruled the country for four 
decades before being ousted in 1973. 

However, most Western and Afghan 
analysts believe that CIA involvement 
would only further fragment Afghanistan. 
"Given Washington's policy flip-flops and 
genera! incompetence on Afghanistan, it 
would be disastrous if the CIA tried to 
fund astl-Taliban groups," says a European 
diplomat in Islamabad. 

What the U.S. should do, say UN 
officials, is put serious pressure on 
neighbouring states to halt the supply of 
arms into Afghanistan — beginning with 
Pakistan. Many Afghans agree. "The 
Americans hold the key to 
stop the external interfer- 
ence in Afghanistan, but 
they don't seem to have the 
will or determination to do 
so," says the Northern 
Alliance's Rabbani. 

Adds the European dip- 
lomat: "Until the U.S. has a 
coherent Afghan policy 
rather than just a 'get bin 
Laden pdlicy,' the war will 
continue." And unless the 
international community 
resolves to end the Afghan 
conflict. Islamic militants 
and terrorists will always 
find a safe haven in 
Afghanistan. m 



. - Iran -and Russia have stepped up arms supplies to the 
;i|®Bfihce while Uzfae^ supply bases.- 

Everyone is seeking to secure some strategic advantage in the 
•heart of 'CenfenalAi^. 

In Kabul, the Taliban have ordered relief agencies and doc- • 
tcis to empty hospital in readiness for 

expected casualties. Transport planes 'from Pakistan fly in mil- 
itary supplies at night to the ramshackle Kabul airport "We are 
ready to attack the enemy, vdiich wifi be destfoyed, God wiU- 
alBli^Tkliban Information Minister Mullah Amir Kfean Muttaqi, 

At Faizabad in the far northeast of the country, tucked in 
a deep valley in iSie Hindn Kmh moimtains close to the 
Chinese border, the Alliance leader, former President'Btsr- 

::^l^uddin Rabbani, knew what was coming, 

"We are preparing to defend ourselves against a massive 

Taliban offensive on many fronts," Rafetesi said. "They want to 
::;CCK|qp^r - the country with the help of Pakistan." His be^ iiope 
'.tSMFj^.be iiat divisioas wifeiii &e Taliban movement and grow- 
■ mglsternational pressure os Pakistan to halt arms supplies will 

aiow lhem : to survive for another year. m Mimed Rashid 
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I a ■ enn Saduliah Durrani* am 
mm Freitag mit wsmsr FiiESiie 
., zumPiclaiefeTordie Stadt 
If w fIfetWiidrtkteseiiiemAuto 
■ iranische Volksmusik. „Man muS nur 
aufpassen, das ist ailes", meint der 
43jahrige, der drei Jahre Ingenieurs- 
wdssenschaften in Rostock studiert 
hat und in Kabul einen Weinen Laden 
besitzt, in dem er verbotenerweise 
auch bunte Kinderdrdrito vefkauft. 

Standigttffeiipassen.lerat man in 
dieser Stadt schneli. Musik, Spielzeug, 
Femsehen, f otos tmd seibstVogeihal- 
tung^ind Von den Taliban und ihrem 
^Ministerium fiir die Forderung der 
Tugend und die Unterdruckung des 
Lasters" ais unislamisch verboten 
worden. Frauen, die ihren Schleier 
vom Gesicht nehmen oder ohne 
manniiche Begieitung das Haus ver- 
imen, mi^^n mit Schlagen rechnen. 
Denn stets patrouiiiieren bewaffnete 
• Samtiiche Namea von dec Redaktion psindert. 

Manner in ihren Toyota-Pick-ups 
durch die StraSen, um iiber die Ein- 
haitung der Gesetze zu wachen. Die 
bulligen Autos mit deii verchromten 
Sto$$tangen uiid den dunkien Schei- 
bea gehSren inzwiscEen genauso zum 
Auftritt der Taliban wie die schvvar- 
zen Turbane und die iangen Barte. 
„Der Bart muS so lang sein wie eine 
Cola-Dose", sagt Saduliah und halt 
sich lachend die gespreizte Hand 
unters Kinn. Er fmdet, dafi aus den 
strengen Sittenwaditern langst kor- 
rumpierte Scharlatane gewor^en sind. 
In der Tat schmflcken sicli die 
...^ a^etischen Gotteskrieger mittler- 
r , 3^|pc|t n«r tqit modernen Pick- 
ups, sondern auch mit Walkie-talkies 
und verspiegelten Sonnenbrillen. 
Und da in ietzter Zeit das Geld knapp 
geworden ist, erheben die Macht- 
haber standig wechsdbiei.Steuem 
imd bedienen sidtai<&*ii«i auslSn- 
disdien Hilfeorgilisiltoiien, denen 



sie etwa iiber Nacht kurzerhand die 
Gelandewagen abnehmen. 

Seit drei Jahren ist Kabul die zer- 
bombte, verstummelte Stadt, in de- 
Hand der Taliban. Nach dem Sieg tiber 
die KaumiuRisten hatten die Mud- 
schabidim 1^2 b^onnen, untereir.- 
ander um die Hauptstadt Krieg ra 
fuhren. Vier Jahre lang muEten die 
Bewohner mit ansehen, wie sich ib-re 
„Freiheitskampfer" in Plunderer und 
Vergewaitiger und Kabuls Prachtstr:;- 
fien in Trummerhaufen verwandelten. 
Die Taliban, denen der Ruf der Unbe- 
siegbarkek vQrauseiite, marschiertea 
im September 1996 in die Sta^ ein. 
Doch dort gab es nichts mehr -2 
besie^n: Die Menschen waren mit 
ihrer Kraft seit langem am Ende. 

„Damals dachte ich, jetzt konnen 
wir endlich damit anfangen, unser 
Land wieder aufzubauen", sage 
Saduliah. Schneli wurde jedoch Mzr. 
daB die neue FQhrung zwar genaize 

Moralvorsteliungen, aber keine poli- 
tischen Konzepte hatte: Bis heute 
kursieren in den Verwaltungsburos 
smt Aktm han%esdjriebeae Zettel, 
die wenigen Beamten witdtn. seit 
Monaten nicht bezahlt* ein staat- 
liches Schulsystem gibt es nicht, 
Strom- und Telefonnetze brechen 
regelmaSig zusammen, und mangels 
Kanalisation nehmen Krankheiten 
wie Tuberkulose und Diarrho zu. Der 
Afghani veriiert weiterhin drama- 
tisch an Wert, so daS Geldscheine 
inzwischen pfuyadweise gewechselt 
werden. Kabuls Altstadt gleicht mit 
ihren trostlosm Hauserskeietten 
immer noch einer traurigen Theater- 
kulisse. 

Auf dem Schwarzmarktbieten die 
Menschen ihre letzten Habseligkei- 
ten an, um wenigstens die horrendffli 
Mehlpreise bezahlen zu konnen. Und 
im Norden der Hauptstttdt scHiagen 



derzeit wieder Raketen ein.Bton die 
oppositlonelle'JferMimnz, die aus 
unterscHiedliclien M&els€fethidte- 
Gruppen besteht, hat Taliban 
emeut den Krieg erkiart. Inmitten ail 
der ungelosten Probleme bleiben die 
neuen Machthaber derweil geiassen: 
„Wir hoffen auf Allah und die UN", 
sagen sie. ^ 
Die Armut zwingt auch Frauen zu 
Dingen, die sie bisher als zutiefst 
unwiirdig empfunden hatten: Von 
Kopf bis m ihre Burte gehiiilt 
snrechen sie auf der StraSe Fremde an 
und bitten um.AlnM^sen. Die Taliban 
haben ihnen verboten, aufierhalb des 
Hauses zu arbeiten. Also bleibt den 
Witwen - ailein in Kabul leben 80 000 
- nichts anderes ubrig, als zu betteln. 

Fiir viele sind die intemationalen 
Hilfsorganisationen die einzige Mog- 
lichkeit,2uubeiieben. Rund 160 Mil- 
lionen Dollar stelite die UN vergan- 
genes Jahr zur Verfugung. Doch 
seit die Taliban an der Macht sind, 
haben sich immer mehr Lander 
aus der staatlichen Entwicklungshiife 
fiir Afghanistan zuriickgezogen. Auch 
das deutsche Bundesministerium fur 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und 
Entwicklung hat seine Hiife „wegen 
der Burgerkriegssituation und wegen 
schwerster Menschenrechtsverletzun- 
gen" eingesteilt. 

war eine offene, umtriebige Stadt. 
Dennoch kam es vor allem in der 
Zeit der sowjetischen Besatzung zu 
Angriffen konservativer Gruppen auf 
Frauen, die westliche Kleidung und 
Make-up trugen. Denn fiir die Afgha- 
nen auf dem Land war die Haupt- 
: Stadt seit jeher ein lasterhafter Ort: 
Unglaubige, bartlose Mii»er resi- 
dierten dort, die 1%6 sogar eine Frau 
in die Regierung beriefen. Der mora- 
lische Feldzug der Taliban ist auch 
eine der Frovinz an der Stadt. 
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In den Jahren des Burgerkriegs 
schliefilich kannten die Frauen nur 
eine Angst: Nachts von einer der 
Mudschahidin-Banden verschleppt 
Oder vor den Augen ihrer Manner ver- 
gewaltigt zu werden. Entsprechend 
erleichtert waren die Menschen, als 
die Taliban der anarchistischen 
Gewalt ein Ende bereiteten. Wie sehr 
die neuen, radikalislamischen Herr- 
scher ihrerseits die Frauen unter- 
drucken, wurde erst spater offenbar. 

Krude Koranauslegungen und 
archaische Stammessitten pragen das 

Frauenbild der Taliban, die zum 
grofiten Teil dem Stamm der Pasch- 
tunen angehoren, einem Volk von 
Kriegern, das allein seinem eigenen 
Moralkodex, dem Paschtunwali, ver- 
pflichtet ist. Unumstofiliche Gesetze 
sind etwa die Gastfreundschaft, der 
Respekt vor dem Alter und die Rein- 
heit der Frau. Sie komplett zu ver- 
schleiem und auszugrenzen, zahlt 
allerdings nicht zwangslaufig dazu. 

Die Vorstellung, dafi Frauen als 
Verfuhrerinnen gefahrlich sind und 
deswegen eingesperrt werden miissen, 
entstand erst in den ultra-konserva- 
tiven, pakistanischen Koranschulen, 
in denen ein Grofiteil der Taliban aus- 
gebildet wurde. Denn Taleb bedeutet 
in der Sprache der Paschtunen Reli- 
gionsschuler. Von den Mullahs mit 
Essen und einem Schlafplatz geko- 
dert, lernten die kleinen Jungen in 

den Fluchtlingslagerschulen, von fruh 
bis spat zu beten und Koran-Suren zu 
rezitieren. Wle man mit Frauen 
umgeht, lemren sie nicht, und auch 
nicht, wie man einen Staat regiert. 

Religion und Staat bilden bei den 
Taliban eine untrennbare Einheit, 
entsprechend totalitar ist ihr Regie- 
rungsstil: „Allgemeine Wahien sind 
mit der Scharia, dem islamischen 
Recht, nicht vereinbar. Deswegen 
lehnen wir sie ab", sagt ein Taliban- 
Sprecher. „Es wird auch kein Staats- 
oberhaupt im westlichen Sinn geben. 
Alle wichtigen Entscheidungen trifft 
Mullah Mohammed Omar." 

Der 39jahrige ist der geistige Fuh- 
rer der Taliban. Er entstammt einer 
armen Bauemfamilie und wurde im 
Kampf gegen die Sowjets, bei dem er 
ein Auge verier, zum Kriegshelden. In 
einem nachtlichen Traum s6ll er vom 



Unterdessen sind die Menschen vor 
den Turen des Internationalen Roten 
Kreuzes in Kabul jenseits aller Politik 
auf die Hilfe des Auslands angewiesen: 
Weil sie ihre Mutter beerdigen mufite, 
hat eine junge Frau die wochendiche 
Lebensmittelausgabe verpafit. Zu 
Hause warten sechs Kinder auf sie; 
ihr Mann ist bereits seit funf Jahren 
tot. In Tranen aufgelost irrt sie nun 
im Regen auf der Strafie umher. 

Fur April ist es dieses Jahr unge- 
wohnlich kalt. In der deutschen Bot- 
schaft legt der Koch noch ein paar 
Holzscheite in den offenen Kamin 
und serviert den Besuchern zu 
Mozarts Klavierkonzerten ein Stuck 
Aprikosenkuchen. Seit sechs Jahren 
lebt die Deutsche Irene Salimi in den 
vom Krieg demolierten Botschafts- 
gebauden, die sie nach dem W^- 
gang der deutschen Diplomaten aus 
Afghanistan verwaltet. Zur Zeit teilt 
sie das weiUaufige Areal aufier mit 
dem Koch und dem Gartner noch mit 
sechs Schaferhunden, die hier zum 
Minensuchen ausgebildet werden. 

Im Treppenhaus liegt auf Tischen 
ausgebreitet eine kleine Ausstellung 
von Granatteilen und Raketenresten. 
„Anfangs habe ich immer noch alles 
genau beschriftet", sagt sie achsel- 
zuckend. „Doch inzwischen lass' ich 
das." Vor den Eingangen stapeln sich 
Sandsacke zu hohen Labyrinthen: 
„Wir rechnen wieder mit Kampfen." 
Zum Abschied gibt es noch ein Glas 
Sherry. Der ist aus der DDR-Bot- 
schaft ubriggeblieben. Ein seltener 
Genufi in einem Land, in dem es 
keinen Alkohol gibt. Draufien ist es 
bereits dunkel; urn 21 Uhr beginnt 
die Sperrstunde. Die Nachte in Kabul 
sind schwarz und leer. 

Das Leben in der Hauptstadt hat 
sich in den letzten 20 Jahren mehr- 
mals grundlegend geandert, vor allem 
fiir die Frauen. In den Siebzigern \>rar 
es fur die Tochter der Mittel- und 
Oberschicht ein selbstverstandliches 
Recht, zu wahien, zu studieren und zu 
arbeiten. Den Schleierzwang hatte 
Konig Mohammed Sahir Schah 
bereits 1959 aufgehoben, und Kabul 

Propheten selbst den Auftrag bekom- 
men haben, Afghanistan zum wahren 
Islam zuruckzufiihren. Der genaue 
Zeitpunkt seines Auftauchens liegt 
immer noch im dunkeln. Eine Ver- 



sion besagt, dafi er im Oktober 1994 
einem pakistanischen Handelskonvoi, 
der von Mudschahidin iiberfallen 
wurde, mit ein paar Mannern zu Hilfe 
kam, ihn sicher nach Kandahar 
brachte und die Stadt einnahm, ohne 
dafi ein Schufi gefallen sei. 

1996 wahlten ihn seine Anhanger 
zum Amir el-mu minin, dem ober- 
sten Befehlshaber der Glaubigen. 
Seither umgibt ihn eine Aura der 
Unfehlbarkeit. Er spricht wenig und 
meidet offentliche Auftritte. Damit in 
der Taliban-Fuhrung kein Einzelner 
allzu machtig wird, besetzt Mullah 
Omar viele Posten immer wieder 
neu. Dieser standige Wechsel und die 
Uneinigkeit innerhalb der Regierung 
sorgen standig fur Verwirrung: Mai 
durfen Madchen bis zum zwolften 
Lebensjahr in die Schule gehen, dann 
wieder nur bis zum neunten. Und 

obschon Sport generell verboten ist, 
gibt es in Kandahar eine „Fufiball- 
verordnung", die den Jungen zu be- 
stimmten Zeiten das BCicken erlaubr. 

„Diese Manner konnen nur beten 
und Krieg fiihren, sonst nichts", sagt 
Tehmina Lodhi. Die 27jahrige ist vor 
einem halben Jahr aus Masar-i-Scha- 
rif gefliichtet, als die Taliban in einem 
Gemetzel, bei dem 8000 Menschen 
starben, die Stadt im Norden Afgha- 
nistans zum zweiten Mai einnahmen. 
Heute unterrichtet sie in einem der 
vielen Fluchdingslager in Pakistan ' 
Englisch. Tehmina ist eine von L5 
Millionen Fluchtiingen, die derzeit in 
Pakistan leben. Weitere 1,4 Millionen 
sind nach dem Einmarsch der Russen 
nach Iran geflohen. Und solange die 
Wirtschaftsmisere und die Kampfe 
anhalten, verlassen die Menschen 
weiterhin das Land. 

Aus Tehminas Klassenzimmer 
dringt eine laute Madchenstimme: 
„What is this? This is a rose." Was hier 
im Lager als selbstverstandlich emp- 
funden wird, ist im Nachbarland 

Afghanistan derzeit eine Seltenheit: 
Madchenunterricht und weibliches 
Lehrpersonal. Dort gibt es fiir Mad- 
chen oft nur sogenannte „Home- 
schools", in denen der Unterricht 
privat stattfindet. 

Die wenigen offiziellen Schulen, 
die es gibt, werden von internationa- 
len Hilfsorganisationen unterstutzt. 
Die Zusammenarbeit mit den Tali- 



ban ist dabei recht unterschiedlich: 
„ Je nachdem, mit wem man es zu tun 
hat, kann man eine ganze Menge 
bewegen", sagt Ursula Nolle. Die 
74jahrige baut mit ihrem kleinen 
Hamburger Verein seit 16 Jahren in 
Afghanistan und in pakistanischen 
Fliichtiingslagern Schulen auf und 
mufite sich im Lauf der Zeit mit 
immer neuen Machthabern au>ein- 
andersetzen. 

Inzwischen wei6 sie, dab in 
Afghanistan die zwei wichtigsten 
Tugenden Beharrlichkeit und Ge- 
duld sind. Und mit dieser Art. die 
Ideologie der Taliban von unten auf- 
zuweichen, hat sie tatsachlich groi>en 

attacken fahren, sind sie enorm 
mobil. Anfangs kamen die Taliban 
mit einem Stuck Brot am Tag aus, 
ohne Decken, ohne Stiefel. Sie hau- 
sten in ihren Autos und wuschen sich 
monatelang nicht. Und sie waren 
jederzeit bereit fur den Martyrertod. 
Sie waren die billigsten und die moti- 
viertesten Soldaten der Welt." 

Spater in der Nacht kommt der 
General ins Erzahlen. Und wahrend 
er sich an seine friihen Kampfe erin- 
nert, wird seine monotone Stimme 
lebendig, und seine Katzenaugen 
strahlen: „Wir hatten aufier zwei 
Kalaschnikows und drei Gewehren 
nur noch vier sehr alte pakistanische 
Maschinengewehre. Und die gaben 
ihren Geist auf, nachdem wir zwei 
Kugeln abgefeuert hatten. Wir 
kampften trotzdem 40 Tage lang und 
erreichten das Salang-Tal. Dann ging 
uns die Munition aus. Ich wurde ver- 
letzt, und wir verloren das Pandschir- 
Tal. Schlie£lich bekamen wir 600 

Mann Verstarkung dazu und griffen 
wieder an. Als die Kommunisten uns 
abermals besiegten, wurde uns klar: 
WTir wurden Afghanistan befreien 
oder sterben." 

Der Ausgang der Geschichte ist 
bekannt: 1989 zog die Sowjetunion 
ihre schwer angeschlagene Armee ab. 
Viele Afghanen glauben seither, dafi 
diese Niederlage den Zusammen- 
bruch der UdSSR ausgelost hat. 

Die beiden deutschen Journa- 
listen sind in dieser Nacht nicht die 
einzigen Zuhorer im Hauptquartier 
des Kommandanten: Auch zwei 
franzosische Waffenschieber, die sich 
ungeschickt als Schreiber eines klei- 
nen Militarblattes ausgeben, lauschen 
den Berichten des afghanischen Feld- 
herm und wollen ihm zu spater 



Stunde noch Scharfschutzengewehre 
mit Explosivmunition anbieten. Aber 
Massud lachelt nur sein sanftes 
Lacheln und firagt, ob die Franzosen 
eine Waffe besafien, mit der man 

amerikanische Apache-Hubschrau- 
ber abschiefien konne. Das mussen 
die beiden zwar verneinen, verspre- 
chen aber, ihm ein Ausbildungsvideo 
der Fremdenlegion zukommen zu 
lassen. 

Einen Tag spater bombardieren 
MiG-Jagdflugzeuge der Taliban das 
Hauptquartier der Nordallianz und 
treffen einen Bazar, auf dem 30 
Menschen sterben, darunter auch der 
Leiter des Roten Kreuzes. Ahmed 
Schah Massud uberlebt. Und der 
Krieg, der nicht zu gewinnen ist, geht 
weiter. 

Seit jeher versuchen auslandische 
Regierungen, Afghanistan fiir ihre 
Interessen zu nutzen. Die USA unter- 
stutzten erst die Mudschahidin gegen 
die Russen und dann inoffiziell auch 
die Taliban. Seit jedoch klar ist, dafi 
der Terrorist Ussama Ibn Ladin die 
paschtunische Gastfreundschaft ge- 
nieEt, Hillary Clinton bei ihrem Feld- 
zug gegen Frauenunterdnickung vor 

Erfolg: Derzeit verhandelt sie unter 
anderem uber eine Madchenschule 
in Kandahar, der Hochburg der Tali- 
ban. „Uns geht es dabei ausschlieBlich 
um die Menschen, denen wir eine 
Ausbildung ermoglichen wollen", 
sagt sie. 

Wie wichtig der Dorfbevolkerung 
der Schulbesuch ihrer Kinder ist, 
erlebte sie dieses Jahr in der Provinz 
Kunar im Osten des Landes. Dort 
schlossen die Mullahs eine Jungen- 
schule, um sie in eine Koranschule 
umzuwandeln. Gleichwohl versam- 
meln sich die vertriebenen Schuler 
nun in einem verfallenen Haus und 
unter Baumen zum Unterricht. 

Der Versuch der Taliban, die Men- 
schen auf dem Land ebenso zu kon- 
trollieren wie die Stadtbevolkerung, 
scheint zu scheitern. Denn in den oft 
unzuganglichen, kargen Gegenden 
leben die Afghanen seit Jahrhunder- 
ten gemafi ihrer Stammestradition 
und interessieren sich vor allem 
dafur, ob etwas auf ihrem Land 
wachst und ob sich das auf dem 
Markt verkaufen lafit. Um die abstru- 
sen Gesetze der Koranschuler kum- 
mert man sich hier wenig. 



So kam es in der Provinz Khost zu 
einer bewaffheten Auseinanderset- 
zung, weil die Taliban eine uralte 
Sitte, das Aneinanderschlagen von 
Eiern, verbieten wollten - weil es ein 
Glucksspiel ist. Und in der kleinen 
Stadt Asadabad im Osten traut sich 
der Taliban-Gouvemeur nachts nicht 
mehr aus dem Haus, weil er den Zorn 
der Dor^ugend furchtet. 

Bereitsim 19.1ahrhundertmachten 

England und spater die Sowjetunion 
die bittere Erfahrung, dafi sich dieses 
Land nicht zentraiistisch regieren la£t. 
Ahnlich ergeht es den neuen Macht- 
habern: Obwohl die Taliban behaup- 
ten, sie seien Teil des Volkes, werden 
auch sie inzwischen als Besatzer an- 
gesehen, die nur an Macht interessiert 
sind. Und um die wird in Afghanistan 
derzeit wieder erbittert gekampft. 

Zum zweiten Mai an diesem Tag 
endet das Spiel mit einem Unent- 
schieden. Schulterzuckend schiebt 
der Offizier die Figuren auf dem 
Schachbrett zusammen und blickt in 
der Mittagshitze uber das Land. Von 

seiner Hugelstellung aus hat er einen 
guten Blick auf die beiden Dorfer 
Chensoy und Chojha. Zwischen ihnen 
verlauft die Front. Die Dorfer sind 
langst verlassen, und die Herrschaft 
uber den Hugel hat allein im letzten 
Jahr dreimal gewechselt. Der Offizier 
betrachtet nachdenklich seine kleine 
Truppe, den eingegrabenen Panzer 
und den ungeladenen Raketenwerfer, 
der unten am Hang auf einem alten 
russischen Gelandewagen steht. Viel 
ist es nicht, was er den Taliban-Mili- 
zen entgegenzusetzen hat. Unterdes- 
sen sind von Westen her vereinzelt 
Granateinschlage zu horen. 

Seit Marz herrscht wieder Krieg 
im Norden des Landes, wo unter der 
militarischen Fiihrung des Mudscha- 
hidin-Kommandanten Ahmed Schah 
Massud die ehemalige afghanische 
Regierung immer noch Widerstand 
gegen die Taliban leistet. Wie jedes 
Jahr haben die Kriegsparteien im 
Winter uber einen Waffenstillstand 
verhandelt und Gefangene ausge- 

tauscht. Im Fruhjahr indessen, als das 
Wetter warmer wurde, schlugen wie- 
der die ersten Bomben ein. Dabei 
beschuldigen sich beide Seiten, den 
Anfang gemacht zu haben. 




c 
c 



c 
o 
c 

>^ •«-* 

^ c 



G 

4—* 

c 

U-i 

3 



3 

4— > 

OO 

4_« 

c 

N 

o 

5- i 

c 

<u 



-SI 

c 



t 

CQ 
S3 

c 

'> 

o 



CO 

3 

CO 

C 
O 

Ui 

O 

c 



w — .S ^ 



03 

E 



V-4 



c 

&0 o 
c > 



c 
c 



c 

c < 

1-1 
3 

E 

3 S 
O ^ 

o 

O a> 

Oco 

o a> 

C 

»- D 
-a 



c 

2 

c 



S 1 



o E 

§ rS 
c 

a; 
C 



CO 

C 

E 

E 

o 



3 

N 

c 



I 

U4 



" .is 

3 

D 2 ^ 



-5 u 'z; 



£ 5 ^ 
E ^ 



c 

3 

N 

C 

> 



2 S 

ui ^ ^ 

c c 

O) 3 c 

u: u c 

Q 'c 



OS 

c 

CO 



3 

CO 

C 

c 

I 

(5 



Si c 

V4 



!^ 

4^ 



C 

-a 
c 

a> 

C 
3 



3 
c 

c 

3 

C 
a> 

O 
i-i 
a> 

60 



3 

:C3 C 

OS Si 

a, •§ 



c 



c 

0^ 



. C 
^ 00 

-G -o 
.Si ^ 



T3 
C 



^ 3 

-i^ J3 

a; 

60 u 



E 

3 



c 
o 



60 
g 

60 

C 



c 

N 

.Si 
o 



c 



r3 



C 

<u 
C 
C 
(U 

3 « 



O a> 
^ 

:3 

CO 

w> c 



o 



< ^ 



C 



c 

g 2 



§ E 



c 
E 

3 

E 2 



o "G 

"2 

CQ ^ 

c 

3 1/5 

C C 

S C <1> 

^ -c 



U4 

C 
C 

60 



C 

n 
V4-4 

I 



c 

3 

&0^ 
N C 

c ^ 

60 5 



J2 

u 

o 
Q 



o 



G 
G 

Q 

■ 

u 



CO 

-o 

C 



<u E 

60 oJ 
G C 



<U 
G 

3 
c« 

CQ 

G 

<D 
-G 

CO 



*co 



G 



G 
3 



G 

<u 
<u 

60 
3 

N 



■o 

60 



:0 

4-» (/) 

G N 

4—) 

G G 

•»-4 flj 

E 



3 

C3 

G 



E 

G 5p 



4—' 

60 








CO 








4— > 




roj 




CO 








60 




CO 




3 








G 








N 








■| 








4— • 






















w 


wi 






CO 




-G 








1 


4—1 




:0 


G 


4-* 




<U 




60 










<U 


G 






G 


G 






5 


s 


4-» 




^CO 


JG 


'cu 




E 






3 


1 




4— • 




^s3 






G 


-2i 












> 


CO 




Men 


oder 



I 

G 
-G 

O 



G 

CO 

E 
o 



O 



a> 

4-J 

E 



CO 

CO 



^3 

G -O 



-G , 



O 
G 

G T3 



CO 



<u 



-G 

o 



E CO 
£ 



_ CO 
60 -D 



G -G 

a> u 
]_, • — 

4-> :3 

£ E 
JO 

G 

CO 



G 

N 

4-' 

CO 



s 

CO 



o 
Q 



G 



T3 



-0 




0 




4-> 




<U 




3 




<u 




G 








<u 






60 








Hi 






C 


> 


0 


G 


-C 


<u 


u 


G 


CO 














-0 




G 


no! 


nge 


ter 


bri 



G 
3 



3 



Z CO 

D -5 



3 

CO 

O 

<u 

60 



T3 
G 

:cO 



G 

3 ^ =^ 

U CO 

CO 

G 



:3 



, G 
3 

C (O 



G 
3 
4— > 

CO 

> 

£ 

G 
CO 
-O 

. —H 

.2i 

£ 



-C -G 



CO 

G 
-G 



3 

£ 

a> c 
.£ -2i 
o 

.B- ^ 

C 3 
.3 CO 

< C 

CO 

D -J 

, . .p— CO 

CO "O "O 



CO 

3 

CO 
Ui 

a> 
JD 
CU 

60 

<U 

O 

G 
^) 
J3 
u 

c« 

'c 

CO 



c 
IS 

CO 



3 

CO 

:3 3 

t..! CO 

3 

S3 



c E 

4-* 

C .2 j= 

£ c ^ 

^ < 



G CO 

<u 

60 15 
G 

3 CU 

4-> O 

t2 G 
^ 3 

4— • 



CO OJ 



C 

CO 



<u 



cu 
Q 

G 

CO 

't 

G 



CO 



C/5 

ii 



£ 

CO 
G 
C 

<u 



(U 

G 
CO CO 

£ .1 

CO W 



^ 3 ^ 



G 
3 



.3 4^ 

O 

-T3 CG 



60 ^ 



I 

CO 
JC 

< 
G 



G 

<u 



E 

CO 



I I 

60 G 

CO 

<U .60 



CO 



C 4:; <« 
3 CO ^ 



CU 

G 
CO 



c 

<u 



So a -c 



^ U4 

E u- 

c a» 

I « 

-Si c« 

1 J 



'5 ^ 

«/5 »— ' 



G 

jC 

o 



c 

G 

CO 

4-i 

CO 

> wN 

G 



(U CO 
CO 

CO CO 

a; c 
-rt G 
3 

4— > ■ — I 
G CX 

o o 



o 

04 

CO 

G 



G 

a> 
G 
(U 
G 
G 
O 



CO 

00 

ON 
ON 



o 

Ui 

CU 



G 
a> 
G 
G 

t2 

O 
O 
<^ 
CO o 

G ^ 
a> -G 

u 



G 
cu 
G 
G 

f2 



CO 

G 

C/5 
CO 

CO 



£ V5 
CO 

CO CO 



00 
3 
CO 

-D 
G 

< 

CO 

cu 
-^3 

4^ 
G 

cu 

N 

c 2 

-Si ^ 

to 00 

cu 
-C 



c .Si 
3 -o 

<u 

o ^ 

" £ 

G 



cu 

G 

cu 
G 

<u 

-D 
W 



-G 

CO 



G 

(U 

-o 

CO 
tsJ 



(U G 
60 <U 
(U -£i 

:g c3 

- -G 



cu 

i5 



cu 

G 

<u 

C/5 CO 



G 

cu 
JD 

, Ui 

-G 

w« -2 cu 
i3 -O 



f2 



3 G 

CO 't: 



G 
< 

G 

cu 
T3 



cu 

£ 
£ 

G 

x: 5i 

cj X) 
■3 W 

u. 

o <u 



JD 
CO 



(U 

• ^ 

CO 



s 

G 3 

CO _r 

JG G 

£ ^ 

3 C> 

.3 -D 

o 



,^ 4-» Ui 

-60 :S _g 

C 3 3 

O 3 4) 

^ t« ^ 

•—4 CO --^ 

^ s 2 

r- -G Jli 



Ui 
CU 

to 
G 
3 



3 



G 

Ui 

G 



p 

cu 



a; 

•s g i 

i2 -S 

60 G 



CO 
4-) 

u 

Ui 



CO 

"co 



0 
.G 

CO 
u 



u 

:3 
u 

T3 

Ui 

a> 
4-4 

G 

G 

cu 

u 

O 
> 



G 

CO 



J3 
u 

CO 

c 

Ui 



CO 



Ui 
Ui 

3 
J4 

4— < 

CO 
CO 



G 



^ Si 

►> Ui 




Pakistansk press 

Afghanistan opens Unes to world phone system 

-First western private investment 
project in two decades P<^^^^^ 



From Roshan Zamir 

WASHINGTON-Ultramodern tel- 
ephone equipment landed at Kabal^ 
airpoitFriday , launching the first We^ 
em private investment project in 
ghanistan in two decades and pToniiS$; 
ing to connect this politically and tcchr' ^ 
oologicaily isolated nation to the worid 
of global information and communi- 
cation. 

The project will replace the current 
telephone system which was instaUtt}*. 
in the 1950s and has only two inte'nia- 
tional lines and fewer than 10.000 
partially working telephones in the 
entire country^ of 18 million people; 
Afghanistan's international dialing 
code, 93, has not functioned since be- 
fore Soviet invasion, and all calls to 
and from overseas must be booked 
through an operator in Peshawar. Paid* 
Stan. 

• Technologically, the country ha$ been 
devastated. Begiiming in 1979. a dec- 
ade of armed rcsistence to Soviet occu- 
pation followed by years of civil war- 
fare left the major cities and their infra- 
strucnircs damaged by nxkets, land 
mines and uzbancotnbat Since thcTaiiban 
;captured Kabul in 1996. bodi the capital 
and the economy have remained m ruins. 
' widi veiled women and gaimt children 
begging on every comer. 

"Over the next month all that will 
begin to change . ** says a Washington 
Post correspondent reporting fro;n Ka- 
bul . Telephone Systems International 
Inc.. a New Jersey-based investment 
group operating in ajoint venture with 
Afghanistan's Communications Min- 
istry, has embarked on a $240 million 



project that will install a mobile phone 
system in two cities, permit direct 
overseas dialing through a satellite link 
and gradually refurbish the existing 
phone system. ' . 

**Obviously there's a risk to this, but 
it*s very exciting to be doing some- 
thing concrete. If Afghanistan' is to 
drag itself out of its dire economic 
simaaon; it won't happen until people 

can talk to each other," said Michael 
Cecil, a Bridsh-bom telecommunica- 
tions entrepreneur who is a vice presi- 
dent of the company. 

Taliban authorities harbor enormous, 
and perhaps uiu:eali5tic ambitions for 
the project. In interviews diis week, 
various officials said they hoped it would 
help bring in more foreign trade and 
investment, reestablish links with Af- 
ghan professionals who fled overseas, 
bring the Internet to their educational 
system and improve Afghanistan's im- 
age abroad. 

. ^This is like a gate for us." said 
Communications Minister Tabib 
Alladad,. speaking in Pashto through 
an interpreter as he marveled at a dny 
pocket phone that Cecil and his part- 
ners had brought to his office. **Our 
economy is blocked, our communica- 
tions are blocked, and every other as- 
pect of our society. Once the gate is 

open, everything else will open up too." 

Downstairs in the dark, empty min- 
istry building, dozens of people have 
been lining upeach day to apply forthe . 
.promised phone service. Among the 
most eager are the storefront traders . 
and money ctiangcrs who keep Af- 
ghanistan's informal economy going. 

In some ways, opening up Afghani- 
stan's comrhunications to the world 
would seem to clash with the Taliban' s 
efforts to cut off what its leaders view 
as the decadent, libertine culture of the 
West. After taking power, the Taliban 



banned television, cassette tapes and 
all rausicexcept recitations of the Qunm. 
While many women in the capital once 
wore high-heels and jeansv-they -now 
must be covered in head-to-toe veils 
while outdoors. But officials insisted 
that they are not worried about West- 
ern culture seeping in through sateffite 
dishes and ceD^ pJwnes. They said &ey 
believe it will be ; poss2>le to separate 
constructive uses of a^mnunicatzon. such 
asmaking trademoreefBdent^feomothets 
uses &atdo not co n fof m to their Islamic 
vahies,such 

as cntertainroenL 
**This is a Muslim country, and our 
pcpple arc trained for this. They will 
use it- for business news, not for other 
things/* said Ramamllah, an engineer 
and senior official in the Communica- 
tions Ministry. 

The telephone project also has inher- 
ent conflicts with the for^fgn policies 
of the United States and most West 

European countries, whichhave shunned 
the Taliban regime and protested that it 
violates humanrights by inflicting harsh 
punishments for crimes and by pre- 
venting women from attending school 
or working. 

Links between the Taliban and Saudi 
exile Osama bin Laden also have had 
-impcdedjftfestem. investmcnt^Efforts * 
by Califotnia-bascd Unocal Corp. to 
— gai4!uTallban.appmYaijto build an oil 
pipeline 'across Afghanistan were 
dropped last year — one day after a 
U.S. missile strike against what were 
described as bin Laden* s guerrilla train- 
ing bases in Afghanistan, 

But Cecil and his partoers, who in- 
plude'both British and Afghan Ameri- 
can businessmen, asserted that they are 
lieiihcrpro- nor anti-Taliban. They said 
they have been motiv^rrcd by two aims: 
to help xc^nstrucc a country that has 
'.been virtually destroyed, and to make 
money in the process. 

**Wc are trying to stay out of politics, 
but I would argue that it makes more 
sense to engage the Taliban than to 
ostracii:;e .them.*! said Stuart Bentham. 
another TSI vicepresident who traveled- 
here this week. 



Taliban start destroying poppy 



QUETTA: Taliban have started de- 
stroying poppy crop in the coun- 
try's southern region where 64 per 
cent of the country's total opium 
was produced last year. 

According to sources, this is the 
first time Afghanistan, the biggest 
opium producer in the world after 
Burma, has started destroying 
poppy crop in this part of the coun- 
try. 

Kandahar Governor Maulvi 
Muhammad Hassan Rchmani said 
his country was ready to destroy 
poppy procured by it provided it is 
assisted in repair of its agriculture 
sector, improvement and mainte- 
nance of infrastructure and Karez 
(under groimd water channels) de- 



stroyed in infighting during^the past 
20 years. 

He said Islam also teaches us to 
refrain from use of narcotics. 

He said "our goveriuncnt has no 
means to do this on ite own due to 
scarcity of financial resources. The 
destniction process was volimtary 
a«d reflective of their desire to give 
up Uxe poppy cultivation**. 

Under the agreement Taliban 
will destroy 20 per cent of the 
poppy crop and the UN in return 
will carry out development work 
and provide seeds for other crops. 
Last year in Khakrcz area poppy 
was cultivated on 518 hectares of 
land. 

According to UNDCP annual 



poppy siurvey, last year an estimated 
total of 63,674 hectares of opium 
was cultivated while total produc- 
tion of opium fin the country was 
3,269 metric tones. 

Governor Maulvi Muhammad 
Hassan Rehmani said tlxat the small 
amount of destruction was just a 
sample for the world to see that Tal- 
iban do want to §et rid of this crop. 

He, however, said the UNDCP 
must cooperate and extend facilities 
to the poor farmers in converting to 
other crops. The poppy eradication 
will also continue for a couple of 
days. The operation would also be 
launched in Ghorak and Maivand 
districts of Kandahar province Sat- 
urday — APP 
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Taliban seek help 
to eradicate 



KABUL: TUiban movement renewed 
a pledge oh Monday to ban what is 
one of the woirld's largest opium 
crops if its poverty-stricken farmers 
are given help to find alternative 
crops. . 

Na^ibuiiah Shams, Secretary Gen- 
eral of Taliban's anti-narcotics com- 
mission said after the destruction of 
poppy crop at the weekend of 
hectares (acres) in three main dis- 
tricts of the soutiiem region of Kan- 
dahar. 

"We guarantee to eliminate poppy 
cultivation in a very sl\ort pericSd pro- 
vided tfie world community assistis 
our farmers,** he told Reuters. 

Some 64 percent Afghanistan's 

opium harvest of more than 3,200 

tonnes last year came from Kandahar 

province. After refining, about 10 

tonnes of opium produceg one tonne 

of heroin. - ? 

Shams said it was- the.start of the 

Taliban's campaign to wipe out 
poppy growth across Afghanistan, 
most of which is controlled by the 
Taliban, but said they needed help 
from the oiitdde world. 

The infifastrocture has been shat- 
tered by two decades of war here and 
needs to be repaired. Farmers are 
poor and need help for repairs of 
weils, irrigation chaimds and farms," 
he said. 

"With all these broken, farmers 
tend to grow the poppy because it 
thrives in relatively poor soil and 
needs little irrigation. The Taliban 
can't offer alternative to these poor 
farmers, that's why we are asking for 
help," he added. 

The destruction in Kandahar was 
carried out hy the "Miban in Ghorak, 
Khakrez and Maiwand distncts, 
where the United Nations Interna- 



tional Drug Control Programme 
(UNDCP) funds a pilot project to 
persuade farmers to grow other 
crops. 

The .$16.4 million pilot project 
started in November 1997, targets 
Kandahar — the spiritual and cul- 
tural heartland of Uie Taliban — and 
the Shinwar district of Jalalabad as a 
starting point for wiping out poppy 
growth. The UNDCP intends to 
launch a drive to wipe out the poppy 
throughout the country if this project 
proves successful 

Afghanistan ranks alongside 
Myanmar as the world s biggest pro- 
ducers of opium. Some 60 percent of 
the heroin produced from Afghan 
opium makes its way to the West 
through poroui? borders with Pak- 
istan, Iran and Central Asia. 
- The -Taliban say the 10-year 
UNDCP project is ineffecttve.*Poppy 
cultivation can be brought to imme- 
diate halt 

"•Why should we launch a iO-year 
project if we can put an end to poppy 
cultivation in short span of time?" 
Shams a^ed. 

The movement wants the UNDCP 
to channel funds through the them 
as they fed "poor UN spending pat- 
terns .make the project ineffective- 
ness*. 

"The UNDCP pilot encourages 
others 'to grow- poppy as initial 
records for 1999 show that the 
poppy cultivalion is on the rise here,* 
he noted. 

. Shams said, *the l^diban can simr 
ply ban poppy cultivation but we 
h^ no resources to offer alternative 
crops to the ^ected farmers." 

If we get funds then the world will 
see the miracidous eradication of 
drug here, he said.— Reuters • 



UN staff arrives 
^ in Mazar-i-Sharif 

ISLAMABAD: A 6-membe team of 
the United Nations international 
staff Monday arrived in the north- 
ern Afghan town of Mazar-I-Shaiif, 

the first visit by UN members in one 
and half year, a UN spokesperson 
said. 

In March this year the UN an- 
nounced plains to ^aduaQy send hu- 
manitarian workers back to 
Afghanistan after reaching an 
agreement with Taliban to ensure 
safety and security of the UN inter- 
national and national staff. The 
agreement had bound the ruling 
l^iban to provide protection to the 
UN staff, its premises and investi- 
gate into the killing of the 3 UN 
staff members. 

The UN SeTiretary General Kofi 
Annan said last month that he would 
consider withdrawal of the UN staff 
from Afghanistan for the second 
time if iSliban leadership does not 
ensure securiQr to thenu-^-NNI 



Taliban accusecTof 
massacring civilians 



KABUL: Afghanistan's opposition on 
"Hicsday accused the ruling 'Riliban of 
massacring hundreds of civilian fam- 
ilies since the militia recaptured 
Bamiyan city nine days ago. 

*Fbflowing the fall of Bamiyan city, 
reports reaching the Alliance high 
command liavc confirmed the mas- 
sacres of hundreds of ini;ocent Chil- 
ian families," senior opposition com- 
mander General Saycd Husain Anwari 
said. Independent sources said they 
could not confirm whetlicr the recent 
battles in Bamiyn had turned into a 
massacre of civilians. 

But they said rumours of a ma-s- 
sacre had escalated in Kabul during 
recent days and they were able to 
confirm other claims including the 
systemic razing of civilian homes. 

Anwari said residential houses in 
the central Afghan city had been 
burned to tlie ground and a 'terror 
campaign* against ethnic Kazaras had 
been extende<l to neighbouring 
Yakawlang and surrounding di.<itricts. 

*We're getting rumours more and 
more each day of a massacre," one 
Western aid worker said. 

Another European aid worker said 



"wc know tl\€ houses were burnt and 
tliere are a lot of differences between 
the Taliban who are ethnic Pastlioon 
and the Hazaras who populate 
Bamiyan." 

"In Afghanistan the average sfee of 
a family is six and if this massacre oc- 
curred then this could mean that 
thousands more have perished," he 
said. The European aid worker was 
referring to reports by Amne^ity In- 
ternational and Human Rights Watch 
' who have said the Taliban massacred 
between 3,000 and 8,000 Hazaras at 
northern Mazar-i-Sharif last August 

Anwari said the massacre at 
Bamiyan prompted many locals to 
take refuge in the surroimding moun- 
tains where extremely cold weather 
claimed more lives. 

"Fighting has now reached west 
Bamiyan, where the Taliban have 
shown little hesitancy in extending 
the terror campaign to Yakawlang 
and surrounding regions," he .saki. 

Independent sources confirmed 
tl\at Yakawlang fell under Tnliban con- 
trol late last week. 

Taliban spokesman was not avail- 
able for comment— AFP 



Taliban accused of 
burning over 200 houses 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: More than 200 houses 
in the west of Bamyan city have 
been burnt, allegedly by Taliban 
troops after capturing the town 
from pro-Iranian Hizb-e-Wahdat on 
May 9. 

This was reported by the Pe- 
shawar-based Sahaar News Agency, 
whose director general Waiiullah 
Saleem returned from Bamyan Tues- 
day. 

Mr Saleem said locals in Bamyan 
blamed Taliban ntilitia for having 
burnt 200 to 250 houses in the west 
of Bamyan city in central 
Afghanistan. "Smoke was still com- 
ing out of the debris," recalled the 
agency's director, who said no 
causality took place in the fire. 

Quoting locals, Mr Saleem said 
most of the residents of Bamyan had 
evacuated before the invasion of the 
town by the student militia which 
had lost the Shia-populated city to 
Hizb-e-Wahdat on April 21. Those 



I 

who could rigl\t against the invaders 
were in the city, explained other res- 
idents. 

Mr Saleem further said Bamyan 
city and Yawklang, headquarters of 
Hizb-e-Wahdat, 50 kilometers west 
of the provincial capital, are in the 
control of Taliban. As many as 50 
tanks, trucks and other vehicles of 
the militia were seen patrolling on 
the streets in Bamyan city and its 
suburbs. 

The agency further said Bamyan 
airport has become very busy with 
Taliban administration using this 
3300-meter long air strip for trans- 
porting ammunition and food stuff 
from Khawaja Rawash airport in 
Kabul, the capital city of 
Afghanistan. 

Quoting Taliban sources in 
Bamyan, tl>e agency said the militia 
set free 13 drivers and 25 locals, 
languishing in the jail in the foot of 
Budha's stupa severely damaged 
during the latest round of fighting 
between Hizb-e-Wahdat and Taliban. 



Kosovo issue will sap $ 

funds for Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - Massive foreign 
aid demands in Kosovo have exacted a 
toll on Afghanistan and further com- 
plicated life for aid groups, already 
struggling to re-estabiish themselves 
here. 

* Yeah» V m mad because they ha ven ' t 
sent me my money because of Kosovo 
and that means T^haven't been able to 
pay my staff, payVor my supplies and I 
owe people money/ American aid 
worker Mary MacMakin said. ^ 
• As- the director for "Physibthcnipy 
and Rehabilitation Supportfor Afghani- 
stan (PARSA), MacMakin, a 70-ycar- 
old grandmother, is responsible for 
wool spinning cooperatives run by 
women. She also relies on the funding 
body United States Agency for Inter- 
national Dcvclopmem (US AID) to nm 
other programmemes which include 
training illiterate orphans for appren- 
ticeships in the electrical trades. 

*The 'work is going on but the fund- 
ing is precarious/ she says. 

Her sentiments are echoed by many 
aid workers who see Kosovo emerging 
as a rival for scarce funds, and as an 
unfortunate distraction which is slow- 



ing down the bureaucrats who allocate 
aid. According to the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), it 
needs 143 million dollars for its imme- 
diate efforts in helping 750,000 refu- 
gees who have fled Kosovo. 

Total pledges exceeded J 00 million 
dollars following an urgent appeal to 
Western governments a week ago. 

'Anytime there's another humani- 
tarian crisis it obviously detracts atten- 
tionJrom Afghanistan, and Kosovo is 
holding the world's anention now,' 
said PACTIEC airlines Kabul director 
David Brooks. PACTEC is a non-profit 
airline and communications support 
group w^faich spcciali.<»es in ferrying 
members • of non-governmental 
organi.<«iions (NGOs) across borders. 

Most NGOs left Afghanistan in July 
last year after a dispute with the ruling 
Taliban involving the relocation their 
operations to an abandoned poiyiech- 
nic. The rest followed a month later in 
a UN evacuation of the country^ trig- 
gered by the death of a UN staffer, seen 
as a reprisal for the US missile strikes 
in Afghanistan on August 20. 

The UN returned in March, and 32 



NCjOs have also agreed to come back 
but their numbers are small compared 
to a year ago. 

They are coming in.' Brooks said. 
*But in Afghanistan we*ve also got 
*donor fatigue.' 

'The war has been going on for 20 
years and it*s getting more and more 
difficult for NGOs to raise money for 
Afghanistkn which is tragic because 
this country needs relief and develop-. 
ment~support, now niore tbm ever.' 

Afghan *donor fatigue' is a euphe- 
mism for foreign governments and 
charities which have grown increas- 
ingly tired by unending civil war and 
the harsh practices .imposed -^n Af- 
ghans by the Taliban. 

'Few people care about Afghanistan,* 
said another Western NGO official, 
who declined to be named. 'The situa- 
tion rarely improves and this coimtry is 
fast slipping off. the map.* 

He said aid funding was being linked 
to human rights — and in Afghanistan 
where alleged terrorists arc sheltered 
taid women have been ostracised from 
work and educadon — finding money 
is getting harder. 
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Taliban accused of 
bid to assassinate 



probe Bamiyan massacre 



Sayyaf 



KABUL (AFP) - A senior 
Afglian opposition commander 
Wednesday urged international hu- 
man riglus groups to investigate his 
claims of a massacre in central 
Bamiyan city after it fell to the 
Taliban militia. 

General Saycd.Husain Anwari 
told AFP that a report by human 
rights watchdogs such as Amnesty 
International into the allegation 
would have an impact and could 
**curb the rage of the Taliban." 

"But for the people, even if 
Amnesty intervenes, they still can- 
not trust the Taliban and return to 
their homcs in Bamiyan/* he said. 

Anwnri claims the Islamic mili- 
tia massacred "himdreds of inno- 
cent civilian families/' razed their 
homes and extended a "terror catn- 
paign" in Bamiyan against ethnic 



Hazaras to neighbouring 
Yakawlang and surrounding dis- 
tricts. 

He said the massacre began im- 
mediately after the militia recap- 
tured Bamiyan on May 9. 

**ln the initial stage of their entry 
to Bamiyan they committed this 
crime. But now they don't have ac- 
cess to the locals who have fled to 
the mountains. The majority have 
left Banijyan/* he said. 

*'Wc cannot yet give a precise 
figure. Our investigation is in 
progress. We will come to you with 
more details.** A senior Taliban 
spokesman declined to commcnl 
hut . independent- sources' in' 
Pakistan and Afghanistan said re- 
ports were "emerging that civilians 
were killed in Bamiyan after- the 
Taliban moved in. 



Taliban amputate 
thieves' hands, 
Kabul attacked ■ 

KAB UL ( AP) The right hands 
of four young men — all convicted 
thieves- - were cut off Friday be- 

•forc a crowd of several. hundred 
people in the • Kabul . Sports 
Stadium. -'. . 

. . The men sat on the rain-soaked 

•grass, their legs bound by chains, 
and their faces covered with their, 
turbans, while three doctors wear- 

. ing: surgical masks performed. the 
:surgery, said eyewitnesses;. ^ :' . 

The hand, of- the first man.. 
Mohammed Tahir,- was. shown to. 
the spectators. . • 

Tahir and Mohammed Gul were . 
found guilty of stealing the equiva- 
lent of>bdul dollars i;OOO..pie 
other two men, .iMphariimed 
Nascem arid Bari Elah, were em- 
ployees of the Taliban's intetior 

. ministry, who confessed t6. break- 
ing into a home and stealing dar- 
pcts and household items. 

Earlier Friday nine rockets 
slammed into Kabul all of them 
hitting near the combined military ■ 
and civilian iirport. HospitaU in 
the area said dicrc were no causali- 
ties as a result of the rocketing, i 
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nounccd plans to gradually send 
humanitarian workers back to 
Afghanistan after reaching an. 
agreetnenr with Taliban to ensure 
safety and security of the UN in- 
ternational and national staff. • 

In October last year the United 
Nations, and Taliban; inked a se- 
curity, agreement for the return .of 



F.P. Bureau TReport I 

, ISLAMABAD .— A team of 
. the United Nations .international 
.staff .has returned from the north- 
ern.. Afghan, town: of Mazar-i- 
Shariir. the.first visit jn one.and 
• half year. ' . >. •.,•• ? . 

-*The .6-n:icmber?.team deter-; /, 
mined the logistical requirements . r ri^,-. 
that need to be in- place before the *. ^^e. UN international, ,^taff. The 
UN can resume. an International . .agreement liad bound the ruhhg 
presencc.in the.arca,^* spokcjper- Tahban to fx'pvidc protection to 
son . Stephanie... Bunker . * said . the UN staff, its premises' and in- . 
: Monday, at- :a news, conference .V.^es^^gfi^ ^^c killihg of the 3 ; 
held at UN information centre • UN st^" ?;rtembers. • . ' ? 
'.she told reporters at the weekly' number of teams ot the UN 
press briefing that findings of the international staff ' hav^ visited 
team- report -were being studied ' Kabul, Jalalabad and Kandahar 
by the concerned UN agencies, c-: as part of its plan to assess relief 
The UN iritemationatstaff was operations, in the war-devasiated_. 



puHed out. of Maizarfi-Sharif :in 
September l997.Vheh'thc l)N of- 
fices were stormed and looted. 

The-/ spokesperson ; said the 
tcani members [cdliild hot move 
outside the city because of secu- 
.. rity situation during ithree-day 
.:stay in Mazar..' - »:..•: 
. .:• Sh^ said that poverty and un- 
employment are high in Mazar-i- 



country/The next destination of 
the UN staff is Badakhshan.' ' 
The UN Secretary : General 
, Kofi Annan said last month-.that- 
'hi would.considcf withdrawal of 
:tbe tJN staff from'- Afghanistan 
for. the :Sccond ^tirnc. if-.Taliban 
leadership does not- ensure, secu- 
rity to them... .'; p * : 
;. . He issued the warning in a re* 



• Sharif and selling of assets has ; port on .Afghanistan to the UN 

- - Security- Council : and .Oeneral 

Assembly. Taliban, he said; must, 
fulfill .its commitments, to cnsurc . 
the security.. of:..'UN staff in 
• Afghanistan and if. they f^led lu-. 
: keep this commitment, he would 
: coiisider. withdrawing UN staff 
from the-countryv; • >• 

Ther Unite* States, and Britain 
have barred .their citizensi work-, 
ing with UN.'not to return ti> the 
war-devastated Afghanistan, for 



increased than other cities. She 
however said prices, of wheat was • 
less in this northern town- than 
..other. areas.; 

The United Nations withdrew- 
.international'':/ igtaff ^ from 
Afghanistan: in :A.ugu.st last year . 
after,- the rUS. Cruise missile . 
strike,. which followed by killing 
van Italian UNiO.fficialini an attack . 
by. an angry rin.o.b, .'who was 
♦protesting against tHe .US- attack. . 




La March:this year thcrUN an-. .;rsccurity reasons.. 



KA.BUL: The Afghan opposition 
Wednesday accused the ruling 1^- 
iban of attempting to assassinate 
senior political leader Ustad 
Abdur Rab Rasul Sayyaf in an 
aerial bombardment that killed 13 
people. The targeting of Ustad 
Sayaf 's re^dence has only con- 
finned Taliban plans of continuing 
their policy of annihilating promi- 
nent opposition figures in and out 
of Afghanistan," said an opposi- 
tion spokesman, General Sayed 
Hussain Anwari. 

Sayyaf was recently elected 
deputy chairman of the Supreme 
Afghan Leadership Council and 
has been touted as a successor to 
the anti-Taliban Northern Al- 
liance's political leader^ 
Burhunuddin Rabbani. Deposed 
president Rabbani is still recog- 
nised by the international commu- 
nity as Aghanistan*s legitimate 
head of state. 

Sayyaf, an etlmic Pashtun, has 
been labelled a "traitor* by the 
Pashtun-dominated Taliban for 
siding with the Northeni Alliance. 

"Although Ustad Sayyaf sul*- 
vi\*ed this plot unharmed, 13 civil- 
ians were killed with another two 
critically ir\jured in these bom* 
bardments," Anwari said in a 
statement He said the air strikes 
took place early Tuesday morning 
on Sayyaf *$ home at Gulbahar in 
Kapisa province on the edge of 
the Paj\jsher ^felley, wl\ich remains 
tlie stronghold of the Northern Al- 
liance. 

A Taliban spokesman, con- 
tacted by AFl? declined to com- 
ment on the allegations. Indepen- 
dent confirmation was not 
immediately available.— AFP 

Taliban launch 
attack to recapture 
key valley 

KABUL (AJF?) • Afghanistan's Tali- 
ban militia Satorday launched an anack 
to eject sxxpporiers of the rival North- 
em Alliance from che strategic valley 
of Dare Soof in the northetn province 
of Saznangaxi. the opposition said. 

Gcnentl Sayed Htxsaxn Anwari, a sen- 
ior opposition epmtaander* said the al- 
liance supporters repulsed the aoack 
which was backed by heavy artillery 
and aehai bombardment. 

'Although fii^DDg continues in the 
valley, enemy ccoops have failed to ad* 
vance towards the ^lli^*^^ $tron^K>lds,' 
Anwari told AFP by satellite telephone 
. fipom inaide Af ghAniscas. 

Parts of die long and nazrow valley, 
which sits on an alternative highway 
linking the Taliban^heid Bamiyan with 
their nordaem stronghold of Mazar*i- 
Sharif, have changed hands several 
times m the past month. 

A Taliban commenx or an independ- 
ent eon&matioo of the opposition claim 
was not immoiiately avsolablc 

The Talibafi reca^tored Bamiyan in 
central Af£^anistan on May 9 about 
thxee weeks after they lost it to the op- 
position troops. 
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World interested 
in rebuilding 
Afghan institutions 



From Sbaujum Shahid 



PESHAWAR - Amidst peace initi- 
atives for a ncgotiared soladon to the 
long-awaited Afgh^ conflict, a lar^ 
nuinber of world countries, pardcular- 
iy tiie^^<^^ hsvc evinced 

keen intcittst in the reconstruction of 
war-affected instirudons of Afghani- 
stan. 

In diis cotinecdon, Germany has de- 
cided to send a parliainentaiy delega- 
don to Kabul in September. To make 
airangcnicnt for a Genixan teams* visit 
CO Kabul, a cwo-tncxxxber delcgadon 
Saiurday left Pcsisawar for Kabul. The 
delegates will comprise Mr Brechard, 
polxticai advisor or the German Par- 
liament, and Hist Secretary in die Ger- 
man Embassy ai Islamabad Mr Kon- 
icka. 

Sources from Islamabad informed 
fh\ < cort^spondent that both Br ec ba r d 
and Xonicka. daring their stay at Ka- 
bul, would meet high-ranking offic- 
ers of the Islamic Emiraces and wcyaLd 
apprise them of their prioridcs regaard- 
ing rebuilding and reconstruction 
process of Afghanistan. The sources 
ftirther said that they would hold meet- 
ings with UN officials and UN-relat- 

cd agencies as well as other NGOs 
officers. 

Similarly, another 24-member del- 
egadon from United States of Ameri- 
ca is currently staying in Afghanistan. 

The sources recalled chat on May 
18, 1999 an 8-membcr delegation 
comprising professors and intellectu- 
als from United States of America 
signed an agreement with the Vice 
Chancellor of Kabul University. Ac- 
cording to the agreement, now the 
Kabul University is affiliated with the 
leading educational instimdons of 
United Staies.Tbc American profes- 
sors and intellectuals assured the VC 
t3f providing books for various facul- 
ties and departments to the Kabul 
University. 

. .Recently, die French government 
sent back its Ambassador to Kabul . 
foHowtng a visit of a high level French 
delegation. The sources said that 
F^ch government also intended co 
help the war-affected people of Af- 

ghanistson. 
After the normalcy is rexurmng to 
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Tiilibah charged with 





May 17 bsc who would find out wavs 
and' means oo resume iclicf acdvities in 
tihetwrthem provinces of Afghanistan. 

The capture of Bamiyan has not reo- 
pened the Taliban northern supply route 
which goes through central regions to 
die north throu^ Dare.Shekari valley, 
ace^cding to travellers. 

Travellers, said Bamiyan'city was 
'tense and aixnost empty of its edmic 
Hazara residents. 

Anwari said Notthem AUiancc sow 
dien Saturday attacked the 'Mfoan .po- 
s icions in Hasht Lez and Cbahar Nau- 
lak distdct^of Samaogan. 

The Taliban control about SO per cent 
of Af^anistan and are fighang the al- 
liance groups headed by c^-defence 
minister Ahmad Shah Masood. The tul- 
ing tnilztsa has recently hei^eaed prcs- 
snre on Masood by bombarding his bas- 
es in die northern province of Parwan. 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Initial 
investigations backed claims that. 
Taliban guards .systematically 
killed innocent civifians after they 
lecaptijrcd the ccntVal Afghan city ' 
of . ' Bamiyan; ' = Amnesty 
Intemationai said Thursday. : . 

The human- rights watchdog 
also said troops from the opposi- 
tion Northern Alliance had *'beat- 
ch brutally": ordinary people in the 
city andl hit out at the international 
•commtinity for witnessing the* 
^massacres of civilians without 
niaking any meaningful effort to 
protect them." 

•Trior to the Taliban's most re- 
cent recapture of the city of 
Bamiyan from the opposition 
forces on 9 May, the majority of 
people fled to ..the surrotinding 
mouhtaliis with whatever belong- 
ings they could take with- them/' 
' Amnesty said ia a statement from' 
•London received here. ^ . 

•/.•According to rcpbrta received 
* by Amnesty Inernational/inany of 
those whQ -stayed behitid were lat- 
er the targets ot systematic killings 
by the Taliban guards arriving in 
the city.'" ' * , 
. . "Estimates : of , the alleged 



massacre^^sas 



killings vary widely but hundreds 
of men, and in few instances wom- 
en and children, are reported to 
have been separated from their 
families and taken away with no' 



forces during the threc-wcck peri- 
od (21 April and 9 May) when 
they were in control of Bamiyan 
and surrounding areas. *Thcse in- 
•cludc severe beating of peoplesus- 



further traces of them/' Amnesty ^ pebied of collaborating with the 
.'said. No spokesmen for cither the Taliban, arbitrary detenUon, of 
. Taliban or the opposition Northern 



Alliance were immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

But Amnesty said the reports 
followed a disturbing pattern simi- 
lar to abuses committed after the 



dozens of civilians, and ill-(renC- 
mcnt of their family members " it 

said. * 

Amnesty said civilians in 
Afghanistan had become the target 
of human rights abuscs^ and there; 



Taliban's capture of the northern . was now a need to establish oti in- 
city of Mazar-i-Sharif in August terhational body capable of bring-^ 



1998. Last year. Amnesty' con 
eluded that up to 3.000 ethnic 
Hazaras were massacred after the 
Taliban captured the city, on 
Augusts. 

The opposition Northern 
Alliance has claimed that hun- 
dreds of civilian families were 
massacred and up to 250 homes 
were burnt to the ground, in some 
cases with- occupants still inside, 
after the militia rc-topk Bamiyan. 
\ :But the rights', group said: 
^^Amnesty fntemational has also 
received reports of human rights 
abuses against the civilian popula- 
tion committed by anti-Taliban 



ing those responsible for such: 
abuses to justice:*: 
. These disturbing rcpcru under- - 
hne the need for action by the in- ' 
ternatipnal comniunity to ensure 
protection of civilian population in 
Afghanistan, the AI said. 

**Thc organisation is calling for 
an international body with a clear- f 
ly demonstrated independent, im-^ 
partial and competent stmcture toi^ 
be set up to investigate the reports;, 
of these recent human rights abus^'v 
cs with a view to extablishing the' 
facts, identifying the perpetrators 
and recommending means of 
bringing them to justice." 





ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan's Taliban north of Kabul^ the Afghan capital.— • In the same report, Amnesty also 

Jet fighters swooped in low overhead AP . • accused opposition forces of commit- 

Fh'day in northern 'Moqan killing 13 Reuters adds: The T^ban on Friday 'ting humati ri^tsabu^^ 

people — . all of them civilians killed r^ected aa Amnesfy International re- civilian population of Bamiyan wheft • 

while they slept, said an opposition * port that accuised their forces of sys- it held the area from April 21 to May 

spokesman. tematic killings of civilians in the cen- 9. 

Seven members of the same fam- ' tral province of Bamiyan.' The opposition alliance accuses 

ily in T^oqan, the provincial capital "Actually (Amnesty) has no clue ' the 'Miban^ mainly of the dominant 

of Afghanistan's northern . Takhar about the ongoing ' situation of \Pushtoon ethnic group, of waging an 

province, were killed when a bomb Afghanistan! They have no informa- 'ethnic war in Bamiyan. =. = - ^ 

smashed into their home, said Hus- tion about it and the report is not true Early this week, Taliban supreme 

sein Anwari, a spokesman for' the * at all,** Taliban Information and Cul- leader Mullah Mohammad Omar 

northern-based alliance. hire Minister Amii: Khan Muttaqi told caQIed on his supporters and ttie peo' • 

The alliance is trying to stop the Reuters in response to the report pie of Bamiyan to refi^ain from hixrtfl- 

Tsdiban religious militia from gaining Amnesty said in a report issued on Hies. 

complete control of the country. The Thursday that the Tfeliban had carried Brutal human rights violations 

Taliban control almost 90 percent of out systerhatic massacres of civilians have been; committed • . • by 

Afghanistan. * .i'^ Bamiyan, the main bastion of the Afghanistan's warring factions during 

There was no Immediate comment opposition Hezb-i-Wahdat The Tal- 2 1'years of fighting. • • 

from the Taliban about the bombing. Ihsn retook the region on May 9. - In May 1 997 at least 2,000 Taliban 

According to Anwari, Taliban jets ' . ' The Amnesty report, which gave fighters were massacred — some 

bombed Taloqan three times early ■ ; no estimate for casualties, said the were tossed in wells — by opposition 

Friday. Previously the Taliban have Taliban had separated hundreds of forces in the north of the country, 

said they were targeting miUtaiy tar- • men, women and Children from their In retaliation, the Taliban massa- 

gets. families in BaxniyBn. ITte Taliban had" cred thousands of ethnic Hazaras 

The Taliban and the opposition al- also gutted houses belonging to op- . when they captured the northern 

liance, led by ousted Kabul military position groups in Bamiyiai, it said. town of Mazar-i-Sharif in August last 

chief Ahmed Shah Masood, are fight- •'We are astonished by Amnesty's year, AmncsQ^ and the United Nations 

ing on several front lines all of them one-sided report,** Muttaqi said. • said. 




Pakistan to rebuild 
stretch of major 
Afghan highway 

ISLAMABAD (APP) 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
Saturday signed an agreement to 
rebuild a 10 km stretch of road 
from Jalalabad to Kabul during 
the current financial year. 

The Afghan side was repre- 
sented by Mauivi Saaduddin 
Saeid. deputy minister for Public 
Works of Afghanistan while a se- 
nior official of Pakistan Foreign 
Office signed the document. 

Under the direction of Prime 
Mmistcr Nawaz Sharif, the coun- 
tJ7 is actively taking part in reha- 
bilitation • and development of 
Afghanistan, said a news release 
here. 

A 10 km stretch of road from 
Jalalabad to Kabul will be reha- 
bilitated to its original design dur- 
ing the current financial year and 
more funds will be allocated in 
the next financial year, it added. 

This project .will be managed 
by Public Works Ministry of 
Afghanistan under technical su- 
pervision of National Highway 
Authority of Pakistan. 
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US condemns. 
Taliban's 'revengeful 
operations' 

WASHINGTON: United States has 
expressed concern over *rev«ig«- 
M operations'' by the rxiling Tal- 
iban againsc Shia fiaaxa dv^Uans 
in central Afghanistan, reports 
VGA. 

A report issued by the Stare 
Deparanent said that unpleasant 
but incompiete reports say char 
hundreds of houses ha:vne been 
burnt, people made hostage, ar- 
rested and IdBed in the area. 

The statement has condemned 
such violations of human ri^ts 
and called on Afghan warring £ac* 
tions to desist &Dm revengeflU op- 
erations.— NN2 
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Greek company to mount 
MgiiMi oil exploration 
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KABUL: Greek-based Consolidated 
Construction Company will explore 
the Taliban-controlled area of Herat 
in southwestern Afghanistan for oil 
and gas, senior officials said here 
Sunday. 

Khundai Noor Mfindarkhel, a se- 
nior advisor to the minister of mines 
and industries, also said a delegation 
fram the company was recently in 
Afghanistan to inspect a site in Yi^m. 
near the Iranian border. 

The draft contract submitted to 
the Afghan side earlier has been stud- 
ied. Progress has been made, but 
there are some reservations that need 
to be resolved," he said. The veteran 
oil and gas engineer said the presence 
of such resources Irad been verified in 
Herat but the economic viability of 
the area was yet to be determined. 

He said the company was keen, to 
work in Afghanistan, irrespective of 
political cohsiderations. "The 
progress shown shows their interest," 
Mandarkhel said, adding extracting 
oil and gas reserves from Herat would 

have no impact on Iran. 

Consolidated Construction would 
send another teatti to Afghanistan in 
July to make a final assessment of the 
area before a final contract was 
signed in October. This wUI be like a 
^e'^ture," Mandarkhel said, 
addmg the Taliban would rent some 
technical equipment to tlie company 
Earlier this year, the Taliban's min- 
ister of mines and industries visited 
Athens with a teclKiictl i^gation to 
help secure a deai. 
. In Afghanistan, oil is locally pro- 
duced near the northern city of Sher- 
berghan from four wells initially es- 
tablished by the Soviet Union diu-ing 
its 1979-89 occupaUon of the coun- 
try. But Manderkhel said refining was 
limited. 

Militia authorities have been pur- 
suing foreign investment with a focus 
on the country's untapped natural re- 
sources. Nego^^ont wfth a South 
African company to develop a copper 
deposit at Logar, south of here, began 
about four montl\s ago. —AFP 
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poppy crop, claims 



From Our Correspondnet 

PESHAWAR - The Um'ted Nations 
Drug Concrol Program (UNDCP) has 
claimed that Taliban authorities have 
destroyed poppy plants spreading over 
an area of 400 hectares in Kandahar 
province. 

Poppy crop was destroyed after an 
agrecTxent between the UNDCP and 
Taliban authorities. The UNDCP is 
working on a pilot project in that war- 
affected country with a view to ensure 
con^plete eradication of the poppy crop. 

The UN weekly update for Afghani- 
stan, in its latest issue states that the UN 
drug agency has verified destruction of 
poppy plants over an area of 400 hec- 
tares in three districts of the Southern 
Kandahar province of Afghanistan. 
According to Ae agreemenL in the pi- 
lot project, poppy production in the 
three districts was to be reduced by 20 
per cen: in 1999, with the aim of 100 
per ccr.: eradication in these areas by 



2001. 

The report reveals that preliminary 
results of UNDCP's opium survey 
showed that the target reduction had not 
been met Therefore, the cornmunicy 
wa:> asked to eradicate some of theiV 
poppy fields in order to meet the pro- 
posed reduction. Beside.^ others, local 
authorities, national and international 
journalists, and Kandahar-based diplo- 
mats witnessed the eradication of pop- 
py plants in three districts. 

According to the report, as part of the 
pilot project, UNDCP is collaborating 
with FAO and other partners in pro- 
viding assistance which will enable 
farmers to move away from poppy 
production. For this purpose, im- 
proved seeds are being distributed 
in the three districts and forty shal» 
low wells have been completed in 
Mai wand district. 

In the light of such efforts, the UND- 
CP has already convinced the Taliban 
authorities about impacts of opium pro- 




duction and its convcrlion into heroin. 
Both the ^iiits had already succeeded 
in destruction of some 34 heroin man- 
ufacturing laboratories, in Achin and 
Siiinwar disiricw of border Nangarhar 
province. 

As a result of 20-year long war, scat- 
tered Afghanistan is not only known for 
production of quality opium but even 
it has become a safe heaven for the her- 
oin manufacturers and traffickers. All 
border provinces and regions of Af- 
ghanistan are knovnj for production of 
opium whereas the international drug 
traffickers, mostly from die Pakistani 
tribal zone have established heroin 
manufacturing laboratories. 

Besides. UNDCP. the law enforcing 
agencies from neighbouring countries 
of Afghanistan, like Pakistan; Iran, Tur- 
key. Central Asian Republics and oth- 
ers have concentrates attention on re- 
sisting to heroin from .Afghanistan to 
abroad, particulariy to the western and 
Arab worid. " S 



; Osama uses at least 
i nine Afghan bases 

! , ^ON^^ (AFP) - Saudi dissi^ 
i J^^^"^ bin Laden, one of 

the US FHl-s -Ten Most 
• Wanted men, ha.s *'a{ fcasf 
nine hideouts or (mining 
camps in Afghanistan." the 
German newspaper Die Welt 
sard .m its Sunday edition. 
WcJt am Sonntag. The paper 
saidJt was in po-sscssion of a 
confidential report submrtied 
ny the German inielHgcncc 
service 8ND to the govern- 
ment concerning Osama bin 
Laden and his organisation. 



ICRC's Teoplf oh WSar 
proj ect in Afghainistan 



Kabul's power network 
^ sees Signs of repair 



By Rahimullah.Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: The "People on War- 
project of the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross'GCRC) is being 
launched soon in Afghanistan to 
gather the opinion of Afghan people 
about the ongoing conflict in their 
war-ravaged oouhtry. 

The project has already covered 
nine countries directly affected by 
armed conflicts. They include 
Bosnia, Columbia, Somalia, South 
Africa, Lebanon, Georgia-Abkhazia, 
Nigeria, El Salvador and the Phillip- 
pines. It was scheduled to cover Is- 
rael and Afglianistan toward the end 
of the project timeframe from 
November 1998 to August 1999. 

During the course of the project, 
the opinion of thousands of people 
in these countries most affected by 
war were being gathered. They were 
asked to share their personal experi- 
ences, their views on the limits of 
warfare and how to improve respect 
for humanitarian law. The project is 
intended to increase worldwide 
awareness of the rules that already 
exist for people's protection in 
wartime and to encourage discussion 
of humanitarian law in ttie context of 
modem-day conflict 



ing whether (:>r not there are shared 
moral standa rds tliat formal law and 
military practice'can build on, to es- 
tablish whed tier Uie idea of placing 
limits* on wair fias a basis in human 
nature, and \x> gain insight into the 
complex dil€ !mma facing people in 
the midst of * conflict. "Finally, the 
project will a*3k what suggestions or- 
dinary peop le caught in war can 
make in ordc»r to achieve a greater 
degree of hm tnanity,'* it added. 

The resultts of titie .survey will be 
published al ong with those from a 
parallel survey conducted among 
populations 1 iving in peace. Terming 
the project .-radical but pragmatic, 
the ICRC pul)lication said it expected 
its findings to make a nuyor contri- 
bution to the humanitarian agenda of 
the 21.st ceri*.tury. The project has 
been initiated by the ICRC, but the 
crucial parts will come from those 
who have suffered riiost tni war and 
know the most about it,** according 
to the ICRC booklet. " i v 

The "People on War* project fo- 
cusing on Afgjianistan is expected to 
begin in Peshjcwar on June 12, mov- 
ing on to Jfalalabad, Kabul and 
Charikar, cap Ital of PStrwan province 
controlled by forces of the anti-lW- 
iban alliamce led by former Afghan 



According to an ICRC publica^ i^^ defencel; miihister '^Ahroaa ": Shall 
tion, the project aimed atdeteniun-:^gMasud.®?orM^ ' 



KABUL, (APP) - Next (o a 
blown-up transformer and a bul- 
let-scarred station, workers of the 
local electricity department and 
residents dig ditches to run power 
cables to residential blocks in 
Kabul's Soviet-built Microrayon 
Kohna drstrici. 

At least 400 families in this pre- 
fabricated township, once home of 
the communist ruling elilei last 
week got electricity back. 

It w'as restored to their war- 
shaUcred homes five years after 
power facilities were looted in 
fighting for control of the Afghan 
capital. 

Residents said this had brought 
new life to the community. .They 
no longer have to bum expensive 
and dangerous charcoal or diesel 
fuel inside their small flats. 

**Apart from being safer and 
more convenient, electricity, be- 
ing several times cheaper than 
other energy sources, saves us 
money/* said resident Iliasuddin. 

Locals pay the equivalent of up 
to 2.5 US cents for every kilowatt 
of power as opposed to 20 cents 
for o.he litre of diesel. 

The. niling Taliban Islamic 
militia charges foreigners four 
times more for power. 

Iliasuddin, who celebrated the 
restoration of electricity by taking 
his young daughters for an ice- 
cream at the electrified local mar- 
ket, said every flat had contribut- 



ed at least 30 dollars to buy spare 
parts and rtffcr incentives to low- 
paid government electrician?;. 
• During the 1 992- 1 996 factional 
fighting for control of Kabul, 
Microrayon Kohna was ruled by 
tlic ex-communist general Ab<lul 
Rashid Dostam who used i( to 
mount unsuccessful • altack.s 
against supporters of former de- 
fence mini.'^ter Ahmad Shah 
Masood on the other side of a 
nearby river. 

Electricity official Mohammad 
Ghaus said that even if .spare parts 
were available, it would take 
months to restore power to all 50 
four-storey housing blocks be- 
cause underground cables, trans- 
formers^ copper wires and switch- 
es had been stoleni > • 

'They used battle-tanics to dig 
out cables from the ground," he 
said, adding .transfonncrs were 
dismantled for ju.$t..14 kilograms. 
(31 pounds) of copper which was 
then sold as scrap in Pakistan. 

Water and Power Minister" 
Mohammad Eisa 'Akhond told . 
AFP thi.^ was also the case in oth- 
er parts of Kabb I 'before thc^ 
Taliban took thexapital in 1996. 

*Tighting had de^trovcd 8.0 
percent of Kabul V power neUvork'. 

we have revived 60 |ier cent of 
it;* he said. ; * • 

Locals^ however, said only 
otie-third of the city had elcctr ici- 



Afghan gypsies back 
home after 20 years 



i 



KABUL (AFP) . Afghan nomads, 
the Kuchi, arc fighting their way 
through central Afghanistan in a bid to 
reclaim lost and disputed land confis- 
cated during occupation by the former 
Soviet Union. 

The offensive began in late May 
after the ruling Taliban recaptured the 
strategic city of Bamiyan from local 
Hczb-i-Wahdat forces who had staged 
a series of popular rebellions against 
militia rule. 

Since then, the nomads* bid for lost 
ground in the surrounding area has 
b^cji aided by^a gj^owing r^fugeftprob- 
lejp fro;xi.dlff .civii war,, and has been, 
boosted by sujppon from authorities in 
the Taliban's de facto capital of 
Kandahar. 

Critics concede the land grab is based 
on legitimate Kuchi claims which 
stretch back more than 100 years. 

However, they add that methods 
employed by the Taliban resemble 
events in countries like the former 
Yugoslavia and Indone.sia where 
populations were divided and relocated 
for political reasons. 

'Ethnically, the Kuchi are mostly 
Pashtoon and so are the Taliban,' one 
senior western diplomat, who declined 
to be named, told AFP. 

*By pushing them back into ^le cen- 
tral Hazarajat region the Taliban arc 
establishing a population which can be 
used as a buffer against the hostility 
they face from the ethnic Hazaras/ he 
said. 

Hazaras are the dominaant ethnic 
group in central Afghanistan. 

As Shi'ites, they share their brand of 
Islam with Iran and through the Hezb- 
i-Wahdat they are politically and 
militarily linked with the Northern Al- 
liance, which controls about 20 per* 
cent of the country. 

*The Kuchi are different. They have 
Pashtu bloodlines and are a wild bunch 
of nomads. Dead hard — nobody, in- 
cluding the Taliban, can contain them. 
The men are well armed barefoot fight- 
ers, and they go where and when they 
want/ the diplomat said. 

In the 18905 King Abdur Rahman 
Khan granted die Kuchi grazing rights 
over Hazara lands which were lost af- 
ter the Soviets introduced land reforms 
following their invasion in December 
197S. 

According to the author of *The 
Hazaras of Afghanistan,* Sayed Askar 
Mousavi, the grazing rights led to an 
encroachment into Hazara land by the 
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Pashtoon nomads with backing from 
the Royal Pashtoon courts of Kabul 
which valued one camel as worth six 
times more than one Hazara life. 

'The following expression has be- 
come quite common among Hazaras; 
. *cven a Pashtun dog has a protector but 
not a Hazara',' he writes. One Pashtoon 
life was worth 1000 camels. 

The Kuchi travel by camel train in 
clans of about 20 people. They live in 
tents and off the land. In winter they 
head south while in summer the Kuchi 
steer their cattle towards greener graz- 
ing pastures. 

I Foir nomadic ..herders Hazarajat \i - 
prirne'real ciftatc in the spring but a 
Kuchi oreturn was thwarted by Af- 
ghanistan's descent into civil war 
after the Soviets pulled out in Feb- 
ruary 1989. 

Independent sources said Kuchi 
families now arriving in Hazarajat 
are demanding 20 years back rent 
from local Hazaras as compensa- 
tion for losses incurired during So- 
viet occupation and the ensuing 
civil war. 

*It*s a ridiculous claim. None has 
that sort of money and most of the 
Hazaras have fled because of the re- 
cent fighting between the Taliban and 
the Northern Alliance.* one foreign aid 
worker in Islamabad said. 

'This created a vaccuum and allowed 
the Kuchi to retake their land and the 
Taliban would rather have the Kuchi 
as neighbours because they share a 
trust through the same ethnic back- 
ground,' he said. 

The civil war is continuing with 
heavy fighting isolated in the north 
and central provinces among the pre- 
dominant Pashtoon Taliban and the 
Mujihadeen factions who make up the 
Nor^em Alliance. 

But the alliance is also divided along 
ethnicity with troops falling into camps 
controlled by Hazaras, Uzbeks, 
Turkmen and Tajiks. This division has 
often proved a source of intern^ con- 
flict. 

Nevertheless the Taliban "has won 
local popular support from most Af- 
ghan sides for trying to resolve the 
long-standing land claims within 
the 80 percent of Afghanistan it con- 
trols. 

A spokesman for the ousted Afghan 
royal family, Sardar Zakria, recently 
told AFP that solid progress had been 
made by tlie Taliban in solving dis- 
puted land titles. 



Four killed as 
forest fire rages 
in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD' (AFP) - Four 
people were killed and dozen.s of 
houses were gutted as a huge forcsi 
tire continued to rage in eastern 
Afghanistan's. Kunar province, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) report- 
ed Saturday. 

The area is held by the Taliban 
militia which lacks proper facilities 
to extinguish the fire, it said. 

United Nations officials here 
confirmed the Islamic militia ?i3d 
launched an appeal for internation- 
al help to bring" the fire under con- 
trol. 

The fire erupted in the Darrac 
Peech. forests, 35 kilometer souih 
of Kunar*s key city of Asadabad, 
over the weekend. 

Villagers and the ill-equipped 
local administration h»ave been try- 
ing to lame the blaze but it has now 
spread to nearby hills» the Pakistan 
based private news service repoitr 
ed. . • . 

At least four people were killed 
when trapped while cutting trees 
and digging trenches in a bid to 
contain the inferno, it said; 

Sadre Azam, Taliban's top offi- 
cial in Kunar said the fire had di.>- 
placcd some 3»000 people in at 
least 12 villages, AIP said. 

So far thousands of trees have 
been destroyed and an unspecified 
number of cattle killed, he said. 
• "Wc have no fire fighting ar- 
rangements," Azam said adding the 
UN and other relief agencies must 
immediately help the Taliban to 
prevent further losses. 

The forest was known for sup- 
plying fine quality timber for build- 
ings and carpentry in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, it said. 



The cause of the fire which has 
engulfed tens of kilometers of for- 
est land was . not immediately 
kr.owa, AIP said. 

.One report said it could have 
been result of some tribal fciid in 
the area, AIP said, adding two local 
clans had a longstajiding land dis- 
pute in the region. 

APP- adds: Pakistan said on 
Saturday that it will do what it can 
despite limited resources to help 
cxringui.sh forest fire raging in the 
eastern .A.fghanistan province 
Kunar, saying it will encourage the 
UN to come forward. 

Tne niling Taliban had appealed 
to ihc international community for 
immediate a.s.sistance to put out the 
fire which was spreading fast and 
causing colossal lo.<5Scs to life and 
property. 

Meanwhile, a UN rcprwcniativc 
in Islamabad has indicated that the 
Geneva-based Disaster 
Management Branch may come 
out with assistance to extinguish 
the forest fire. 

Stephanie Bunker, the UN 
spokesperson on Afghanistan, said 
t!ic world body's headquarters in 
New York have been informed of 
the situation and the. Disaster 
Managemenl Branch may be con- 
sidering assistance to help over- 
come the fast-spreading fire. 
' Meanwhile, the Afghan Islamic 
Press.reponcd Saturday that the fire 
claimed lives of four people and 
guucd dozens of houses, in addition 
to destroying hundreds of trees. 

The four people were reported to 
have been killed, while crying to 
cut trees and dig trenches to contain 
the fire. 
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Afghanistan okays road 
to Chitral via Kimar 



ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan has given 
consent for construction of a road via 
AJ^ghaiyterritory providing all weatl\er 
access to the residents of Chitral ^th 
rest of the country. '* . • 

An alternative to Lowari tunnel, 
the project envisaged construction of • 
132 km road from Nowapass via 
Arandu (Kunar province of 
Afi^ianistan) to Mirkharu (Chitral), of- 
fidal sources said. Chitral, a home of 
over 3.5 million people, remains cut 
off from rest of the country and food 
supplies suspended for 4 to 5 months 
during winter because of massive 
sr^wfall in this mountainous region, ' 
at an altitude of over 10,000 feet 

Thje agreement with Afghanistan to 
this effect was announced by Prime 
Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif be- 
sides a development grant of one bil- 
lion mpees, during his visit to Chitral 
on June 1. The construction of the 
proposed road, passing through 
Fziah Kot Asmaz; Asadabad and Ba- 
jaur, would greatly benefit Pakistani 
citizens besides an equal number of 
Afghan refugees settled In the largest 
district of the NWFP, bordering 
Afghanistan- The estimated cost of the 
project was around Rs 700 milliort 

Government agencies and busi- 
nessmen have to pile up stocks of es- 
sential commodities to meet the local 



requirements during snow season 
when all land routes within the coun- 

. try are blocked, said Shahzada Mohi- 
uddin, MNA from ChitraL 

He said access to Chitral is only 

. possible during winter by air oiiJy that 
too subject to breather condtion. It 
becomes extremely difncult for poor 
people to afford hoteling at 
Rawalpindi or Peshawar waiting for 
weather .clearance to reach home. 
Narrating an interesting example, he 
said, once to overcome shortage, salt 
worth Rs 5000 was airlifted from 
Rawalpindi to Chitral at a cost of Rs 
50,000. 

He said work on Lowari tunnel 
project was started in 70$ to deal with 
this problem, but the project was 
abandoned after 1900 feet excava- 
tion. Later subsequent governments 
attempted but left unattended as the 
project was not found feasible. 
Presently the cost of this project has 
escalated to around Rs 20 billion, he 
added. 

Shahzada Mohiuddin said he was 
very particular about development of 
roads and establishment of power sta- 
tions in the area. He said the devel- 
opment ^rant announced by the 
ftime WSiuster would be utilised for 
improving and black topping of dif- 
ferent road networks.— APP 



break kills 
Afghanistan 



ISLA^L^BAD: Severe diarrhoea out- meeting of the Cholera Task Force 



break in different provinces of 
Afghanistan including Ghazni, Kabul, 
and Kandhar has resulted in death of 
dozens. . 

The joint mis3ion of WHO, - the 
Ministry of PuWic Health,* Medicine 



this week to inform that severe diar- 
rhoea and suspected cholera broke 
out in Kabul. 

The task force members include 
MSI^ SCR IFRC and MOPH who are 
reporting cases of diarrhoea from 

m .... 



6ana Prontiera.andIbnsina invesii^ - their health facilities and WHO 
gated the arte m: response to tl,^ rs,,r ;MjCEF;:.1C^P,:. Hat>if?it; • CAWs' 



ports received from the government 
of Ghazni as well as the Shuhada Or- 
ganisation and Ghazni Public Health. 

In addition to the inquiry and col- 
lection of ^Dedmens, the team broizglu 



MRRD and the municipality are par- 
ticipating in teams for investigation, 
health education, and water chlorina- 
tion. In the past two weeks, 10 Kabul 
facilities reported three adult deaths 



drugs and supplies to the tocal clinic • among the 108 adiilte hospitalised 



run by Shuhada Organisation and pro 
vided training to clinical staff. 

Leaflets and public announce- 
ments were distributed to provide 
health education to the villagers 
about control of dehydration, use of 
OKS aiid chloranune tablets to purify 
the water and other preventive mea- 
sures. " . 

In Kabul the Ministry of Public 
Health had called an emergency 



virith dianhoea. Two more adults with 
acute wateiy diarrhoea died on their 
way to the hospital. A total of 2,177 
cases of acute watery diarrhoea have 
been reported in Kabul so far. 

• In Spin Boldak district of Kanda- 
har, 189 cases of acute diarrhoea 
were reported, and 4 adults, iO chil- 
dren aged between 5-15 yeare and 22 
children under the age of five have 
died.— APP 



Anti-Talibaii commanders behind Jalalabad attack 



By Rahlinullali Yusulzal 

PESHAWAR: Despite claims by T^- 
iban authorities that the rockets 
which hit parts of Jalalabad dty re- 
cently were fired accidentally, it ap- 
pears that anti-Talxban commanders 
active in the area were behind this 
attack. 

The four rockets landed in Jalal- 
abad on the June 14-15 night and 
killed a couple and their two chil- 
dren. One of the rockets which fell 
near the Jalalabad airport did not 
explode. Of the remaining three, 
one hit a house killing and iiuuring 
its inmates and two slammed into 
the old military headquarters 
nearby without causing any signifi- 
cant damage. Incidentally, tlie mili- 
tary headquarters was destroyed 
last year when its ammunition 
dump was blown up in a series of 
explosions. * 

MuUa Sadre Azam, acting gover- 
nor of Nangarliar province, claimed 
in the provincial headquarters, 



Jalalabad, that the battery of rock- 
els accidentally went off causing the 
incident He did not agree with the 
observation that anti-Tsdiban com- 
manders fighting against the ruling 
Taliban in neighbouring Kunar 
province could be beliind tiic rocket 
attack. 

Earlier, the same Sadre Azam 
had said the rockets could have 
come from a distance of about 20 
kilometres east of Jalalabad. That in 
itself was an admission tliat the 
rockets may have been fired from 
the mountains of Kunar, where for- 
mer migahideen commanders Je- 
handad Khan ai^d Hazrat Ali have 
occasionally waged guerilla atUcks 
against the Taliban since the fall of 
Jalalabad on September 12» 1996. 
The former was one of the 
strongest mi\jahideen comhianders 
in Kunar and was affiliated with late 
Maulana Jamilur Rahman*s Ahle Ha- 
dith faction. 

Hazrat Ali, on the other hand, 
was a member of the ruling mu- 



jahideen ;Shura in Jalalabad and 
wielded considerable power in Nan- 
garhar province. ' 
. Both the commanders caitie 
close to former Afghan defence 
minister, Ahinad Shah Masood, in 
recent years and were reportedly re- 
ceiving military and monetary as- 
sistance from him. In return, they 
tried to harass the lUiban in Kunar 
by blocking roads, cutting off sup- 
plies and taking people hostage. 
Certain other anti-l^ban conunan- 
dcrs were said to be active in upper 
Kunar and in the several remote val- 
leys in the province. The Taliban 
are also facing some resistance in 
upper reaches of the neighbouring 
LAghman province;" / 

Sadre Azam's argument is un- 
tenable because rockets fired acci- 
dentally are unlikely to land in or 
near military targets like Jalalabad 
airport and the former army head- 
quarters. Moreover, his two state- 
ments issued with some gap be- 
tween tliem were contradictory. 



Sadre Azam, who is virtually Kan- 
garhar's go\'emor officiating for tht 
...permanent incumbent Mulla Mo- 
rrhammad Kabir since the lattcr's ap- 
V pointment as secretary of the ruling 
/Council in Kabul, was apparently 
trying to control the damage by 
putting up the theory that the rock- 
ets fell on Jalalabad due to an acci- 
dent. 

However, not many peoplt 
would believe him and Ihere is a 
growing feeling that Jalalabad for 
the first time after its capture by the 
Taliban in September 1996 has be- 
come vulnerable to opposition 
' . rocket attacks. Kabul was ab-eady 
being pounded by rockets fired by 
Masood's forces and now military 
i commanders owing allegiance Oi 
: him have adopted the same lacuV^ 
/in Jalalabad. R ■ .:'■:'■::'^'■■ 

;^^0^ ocketmg may not be a sound 
military taaic but it does ceaorisi- 
the population and embarrass iJu- 
authority in control of the largea-o 
place. 



Afghanistan foreign aid workei 
'^S^.lHotected; Taliban chief 



PESPIAWAR (NN1) - Tlie rcprc- 
scniative of ihc US firm. TSF says 
the firm wants to solve problems of 
the Afghan people in the field of 
modem telecommunicatioas in col- 
laboration with the Taliban's min- 
yOA c^^'^n^unication. reports 

iForeign and local workers of the 
T5I are these days basy along with 
ofTrcials of Taliban's telecommuni- 
cation ministry to lay telephone 
lines to estabfish communication 
links between Afghanistan and the 
rest of the world next week. ♦ 

The TSI representative in Kabul. 
Ihsanullah Aryanzai said aRcr sign- 
ing an agreement for repair and 
promotion of the telecommunica- 
tion system and instaiiarion of mo- 
bile telephones, in Afghanistan, 
they have started ,workw..*'Wc are • 
creating, channels for Afghanistan 
m.dic inteniatfonal. satellite system 
and ensuring Afghanistan's right in ' 
^^o■rld .telecommunications. We: 
.have been devising codes for dif- . 
Terent cities of Afghanistan and scl- 



KABUL (AFP) - Taliban supreme 
leader Mullah Mohamm;id Omar has 
J.^sued a decree to en.turc the protection 
of foreign worker amid rising security 
concerns in Afghanistan, rndio Shariat 
reported Wednesday. 

The decree came after several secu- 
rity breaches including last week's beat- 
ing up of two foreign and eight local 
residents working for the Internationai 



firm to res 
n telecom n 

ting up telephone installations in 
Kabul and Kandahar \ he said. 

Tliesc things would be done dur- 
ing the current month. Besides, .sur- 
vey has been completed for in- 
stalling di.'^h antennae in Hcrrr.t, 
Mazar-e-wSharif and Khosr and 
these antennae would be installed 
there within next two to two and a 
half months'Vhc added. 

About mobile telephones, he 
said an agreement was signed be- 
tween his company.and the Taiiban 
government on GSM technology. 
We arc in contact with eight lead- 
ing world companies, including 
Motorola, Nokia and Siemens. 
These firms are busy in preparing 
reports about introducing GS Nl 
technology in Afghanistan. >ie s:»:cl 
the Afghan Mobile Company, ro .be. 
• Jointly . pun : ; .by . / the 
;Telcconr}municatton Mini.sLry ciihi 
. , the T5I, would be responsible for 
: provisjbn of n*.obile telephones, he 
. -said. • . . . 

The system will .^jtart immediate 
working in Kabul and Kandahar. 

JBreakthrou 



Committee of the Red Cross iii the 
central province of Bamiyan. 

•Perpetrators of such deeds — 
Talibaiiornon-Taiiban— will be "iven 
a term of ^ive years in jail/ tfie radio 
quoted the religious miliUa Iftadcr as 
sayn)g. 

Omar also advised official? to make 
sure such 'undesirable deeds * were not 
repeated. 



Beside.*?, installation of dish anten^ 
nae in Kabul will be completed in 
one week time, following which 
the 20.000 telephone subscribers of 
Kabul will be able to call any part 
of the world from their Houses and 
5hop.s. International public call of- 
fices will also be installed in differ- 
cm cities of the country"/he said. 

After Kabul and Kandahar, the 
telephone system of Nangarhar 
• province will he activated to link ii 
with Kabul and foreign countries, 
he said that another. firm. 

Afghan .Development Company 
Limited (ADCU in London has 
shou-n il.s interest to make invest- 
menr in Afghanistan. A number of 
Its (krlegations. he said, have come 
to Kabul. Kandahar, Hcrrat. 
Shibarghanv Sar-c-Pul. Mazar-c- 
. Sharif and Baghlan for' reviving 
diffeirnt industrial units. and tiiincs. 
He .',aid the plan to ihis effect was 
now under rhe consideration of 
Taliban government and after ap^ 
proval. the work would be under- 
taken in next .lix months. . 



The Red Cro55;, a major aid agency in 
liie war-lorn country, scaled doWn ite 
operations only to life-saving aciivi- 
ti« after \\s. staff were beaten up and 
robbed of their belongings oil theirway 
to Bamjyan on an as."5essmcnt mi.^sion. 

it seems that this is the plot of the 
opposition and the enemies who have 
disguised themselves as Taliban trying 
to show to the world that foreign insti- 
rations are not safe in Afghanistan/ the 
decree said. 

Omar told foreign aid workers to live 
by the niles and the miUtia regulations. 

In Bamiyan and surrounding areas in 
c«xtral Hazarajat region, foreign aid 
woricers arebesitant to take the Bamiyan 
highway. 

Taliban's governor of Kabul at a 

meeting with a Red Crcs.^ official Tues- 
day said the ruling militia had taken 
steps ro en.sure the safety of aid work- 
ers, the radio added. 

•We are always prepared for your 
security measures and you should not 
worry at all/ the governor was re- 
ported as raying. 

Besides the Ui^ and the* Red Cross, 
there are more than a do^en other inter' 
national aid agencies working to help 
the impoverished population. "; 

Last year the agencies were all or- 
dered out of Kabul after they defied a 
Taliban ruling to shift to a dilapidated 
compound outside the city. : ! 

The United Nations ^so evacuated 
from Kabul afler an Italian officcrColor 
nel Carmine Carlo was shot dead iii 
August following the US cruise inis« 
sileattacks on !?uspected terroristcamps 
nm by Saudi dissident Osamabiri Laden 
in southern Afghanistan. 




^iv^ajvuinjugii as aonors 
pledge support to Afghanistan 

. ISLAMABAD amemews) - In munitv for funds r.u . rr,.... 



ISLAMABAI> (rmemews) ^ In 
a major boost for peace hopes and 
the reconstruction process- • in 
Afghanistan, an international con- 
• ference of donors has reiterated 
suppon for the country's develop- 
ment. 

An official of the United Nations 
Mission on Afghanistan, in 
Islamabad, when contacted, told 
fnternews on Wednesday that the 
UN Special Envoy for Afghanistan 
has confirmed tpat international 
donors had given assurances that 
they would continue to fijnd UN 
aid programmes for Afghanistan. 

LakhdarBrahimi spealcijig at the 
end of the two-day* donors* confer- 
ence in the Swedish capital of 
Stockholm, however, conceded that 
there has been a disappointing re- 
sponse to the United Nation's annu- 
al appeal to the jntematidnal com- 



munity for funds 

, "The donors remain concerned 
about several issues, including hu- 
man rights and terrorism," Brahimi 
said, referring to curbs on women 
and the ruling Taliban's support 

wanted alleged terrorist Osama bin 
Laden.- . ^ - ' 

. Brahimi aljo announced, that 
Sweden, Japan and Canada would 

A r u ^^^y^l delegations to 
Afghanistan shortly along with UTSf 
representatives to discuss their con- 
cerns with the Taliban. 

Aid agencies withdrew from 
AfghanKUn last year over several 
disputes with the Taliban and have 
only recently begun returning. 
During the conference, the 



putes with the Taliban authorities. 

A Spokesman for the 
Afgiianistan Etiibassy in Islamabad 
when coiitacted stressed on ihc 
donor countries to fulfil thej/* 
"moral obligations" by helping. ' 

**Ii is not fair if Afghanistan suf- 
fers from extreme poverty iind the 
world just observes its sufferings;* 
he said, requesting that he not be 
named 

While appreciating 'ihe 'donors* * 
help, he said despite their valuable 
assistance to Afghanistan, "the vol- 
ume and level of the aidJ^as not. 
heen sutficienc to relieve the suffer- 
ings of the country. 

"Afghanistan is a country that 
has perhaps suffered morexhan any • 



vfftn^re w I — w.v. pcinaps sunerec morexnan any 

t^ZV^^' ^ ^ •F'^'^'Ji ^^^^^^ 0^ ^he world and sul 

Jn^n."!^^" '^"^ ^ Afghanistan ' taincd significantly more c^ual 

^nl^Sr^iT'"-^ ^""^ ^^""^ ^a^nagc and destruction than' 

cunailed followmg a series of dis- any where else.- he said. 



c 



opposition alliance purges 



commanders 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan'5 northern alliance has purged its ranks of 
renegode commanders amid expectations the ruling Taliban Islamic militia 
Is about to launch a major ofTensivc, an alliance spoke5man said Wednesday. 

Commander TRi Mohammad, who controlled strategic frontlines north of 
Kabul, had been arre»ted along with three supporters, Alam Gccr, Abdullah 
Khalqi and Hussein he said. Sources within the opposition allronce, v-hich is 
fightinj? a civil war against the Taliban, said Taj Mobommad had done a 
secret deal with the ruling militia. *Tbe Taliban are planning a massive 
offensive on three frontlines designed to take the 20 percent of Afgiianistan 
tlicy do not control/ an alliance source said. *Part of the plan involved Taj 
Mohommad. Tor the alliance he coutroHed n large section of the Shamali 
Pl8ins spanning from outside Kabul ai>d northwards to Charika, Bagram 
airbase and the Salang Tunnel linking north and south Afghanistan,* the 
source said. *Mohommad was going to "switch sides as the Taliban launched 
their ofTensivc enabling them to march straight up to the Salang and into 
Bagram, which would have been an enormous victory for them,' he said, 
asking not to be identified. The alliance spokesman said Mohammad was 
detained in the Shamali region on Monday while his three supporters were 
arrested Tuesday morning jn Ishkaniish in the northern province of Takhar. 

He said the Taliban had responded to the arrests by staging a .«:erics of 
heavy bombing raids acroi*; the Panjsher Valley overnight, inflicting bca>7 
casualties* The valley rests on the edge of the Shamali Plains and is home to 
the chief opposition commander, Ahmad Shah Masobd- . . 

A Taliban spokesman was unavailable for comment and no independent 
confirmation was immediately available of the bombing.*!. 
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'Last Jew' in 

Afghanistan 

disappears 

JERUSALEM (AFP) - A man pur- 
ported to be the last Jew living in Af- 
gha.nisian,has disappeared afcer being 
prevented by ihc ruling Islamic muve- 
menc Taliban from leaving the coiinay, 
die Haaretz newspaper reponed on 
Tuesday. 

Haaxetz said Yitzhak Levy vanished 
in the past three weeks along with a 
second Jew, Aharon Siman-Tov, who 
travelled to Kabul in hopes of bringing 
him out of the country. 

Levy, said to be in his sixties, was 
described by Jews of Afghani descent 
as the last known Jew residing in Af- 
ghanistan. 

He lived in an old synagogue in Ka- 
bul, taking care of the Torah scroll and 
other religious articles. 

According to information received 
by Afghani -Jewish aciivi.$i$ in the 
United States. Levy lived peacefully 
alongside his Muslim neighbors for 
years but began encountering trouble 
after the fundamental is: Taliban move- 
ment seized power in 1996. 

Taliban followers demanded Levy 
convert to Islam and beat him when he 
refused./ffliirif/cquoted the activists as 



saymg. 



When news of Levy \$ plight reached 
the US-ba5;cd activists* Siman-Tov trav- 
elled to Afghanistan, apparently 
through Pakistan, to convince Levy to 
' leave, Haaretz said. 

When the Taliban learned of the plan, 
the militia arrested both I^vy and 
Siman-Tov. who have nor been heard 
from since, it said. 

Both men have relatives in Israel and 
the foreign ministry here is invei^ti gat- 
ing tlte reports of tlieir disappearance. 

The Jewish presence in what is today 
Afghanistan dates back to the Middle 
Ages when tens of thousands of Jews 
hved in the region. 

When Israel was created in 1 948. the • 
community numbered only 5,000 and 
most of these later emigrated to the ; 
Jewish state. 
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appeal for 

• ' ." • ! . • * ■ , • • • ■ 

as cholera epidemic feared 



aid 



KABUp (AFP) Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban on Sunday issued an urgent 
appeal for international medical aid to 
dcid with a major cholera epidemic 
which they said'dould tiit up t6;48.000 
people. ; ' . . 

• Minister for' Public Health* Mulla 
Mohaina^ Abba^.:said-.6j359 cases of 
acute* di^hpeal di5<5ase .h^^ been re- 
ported in recent weeks resulting in 55 
deaths, . and. all were being treated as 
; suspected cholera. .; 

*The • cpidemib • pf • cholera has oc- 
curred aoross Afghanistan in populated 
areas J' he said in a- statement. 

.Th'e'main source. of the cholera is 
hijnian' was^e in the water system that 
his' been destroyed by two decacies of 
wair/'hesaid. '•*''. 

.*We request ... for the world to send 
supplie^io use in thesmiggie against. 
. and control of this cpideinic. ' . \ r 

He jjai^.ihe epidemic' was expected 
to hit up to 8.000 people in the months 
ahead ' in*, each of the . six regions of 
. Afghanistan where the outbreak was at 

its worst. • . ..r 

•*S6mc of the strains of cholera have 
shown arcsis'tance to traditional drugsi* 



the minister added.' 

*The conclusions were based on eight 
test samples of suspected cholera which 
were sent to xritemationae laboratory 
testing by th« Wprld Heaith Organisa- 
tion. Five were positive.* '^f. ' : 
In preyious years local authori-;. 
ties working'* wxth'the United' Na- 
tions and non-governmental organi- 
sations (NpOs) have managed to con- 
trol cholera outbreaks, which arc fairly 
cbmrnon* during Afghanistan's sum- 

. However, Abbas said an unusually 
hot spring poupled with a further dete- ' 
rioratiqn of the country's crippled wa- 
ter and sewage network had resulted in 
an earlier-than-usuai outbreak^ 

Abbas^' said international help was 
needed in. two forms. ^ ; 

Medical .supplies, particularly the 
drugs tetr^cyclin, hestacyclin and 
ferazolidine, were^needcd to combat 
cholera strains that were proving re- 
sistant to traditional drugs, he said. 

Secondly, repairs to Afghanistan's 
water supplies, sewage systen)s and 
waste management were urgently 
needed, ' ■* 



An cxpeiicnced local taskforce of- 
435 doctors and nurses with a further 
260 volunteers frorn the UN aadNGOs 
had been Working throughout the win-, 
tcr in preparation for the annual chbl-.. 
era outbreal^vAbbas said. ' . ■ 

But the s<^ie had. caught authorities' 
off-guard. .. .• / -v^ - 

. Afghanistan has been wracked by 
war for sorne 20 years, with a home- 
grown insurgency against the post- 
1979 Soviet* occupation succeeded 
by a debilitating civil war in the 
1990s. V = 

The Taliban, a fundamentalist Is- 
lamic militia, seized the capital Kabul 
in SepterabcrA|996 and now. control 
iround 80 percent of Afghanistan, with 
an opposition alliance holding north- 
em regions. 

Relations between the Taliban and 
foreign aid 'organisations, have been 
strained. . . * 

Last month Taliban supreme leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar issued a 
decree to ensure the protection of for- 
eign aid workers after two foreign and 
eight local Red Cross personnel were 
beaten up. ' 



Osama moves to new 

base in Afghanistan' 
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LONDON: Osama bin Laden, the 
Saudi dissident, moved into a new 
ba^se near Jalalabad in Afghanistan, 
the Observer newspaper reported 
Sunday 

Bin Laden moved two months ago 
into an old collective farm in the 
lage of F>irm Adda, a few miles south 
of JaJalabad near the Pakistan border, 
the WTcekly reported. 

It said a western intelligence 
source and an Afghan military com- 
mander had confuTned a report that 
Osama was seen Tuesday in a convoy 
of trucks on the F^rm Adda Road. 

The report said Osama had also 
moved part of his operation into a 
nearby former military base known as 
Tora Bora. Bin Laden has fallen out 
with his former hosts, the Taliban re- 
ligioi.is militia that niles Afghanistan, 
aiid some reports have s^iggested he 
was headed elsewhere — Somalia, 
Chechnya, even Iraq. 

US State Department spokesman 
James P Rubin last week refused to 
say whether American intelligence 
knows Osama\s whereabouts, but 
called him **a wanted man" whose 
"day will come**. 

Osama is acojsed in a trial in New- 
York of planning the August 7 attacks 
on US embassies in Kenya and Tanza- 
nia, which he has been denying. 

The United States last week re- 



newed a warning that O.-^ama may be 
preparing to strike as the annK'ersiiry 
of bombings approaches. 

Afghanistan's DepuQ? Interior Miiv 



^ -■'=='.•0 g-&f I 

to 



ister Miilla Mohammad Kl^akzar said ^ k 1. K 

then that iho TnUhun H>V ««f b.»>«^ ^ g*^? " 51 



then that the Taliban did not know 
Osama's whereabouts and he re- 
peated the Taliban's accusation tliat 
the United States is obsessed with 
him and blame him for any attack or 
suspected attack on US interests. 

Afghan officials were not immedi- 
ately av;yiabl€ Sunday to comment on 
the Observer's report. The United 
wStatcs briefly closed six of its African 
embassies — in Gambia, Togo, 
Uberia, Namibia, Senegal and Mada- 
gascar — on June 24, saying they 
were under surveillance by "suspi- 
cious individuals". Foiu- days later, all 
except the Madagascar mission were 
reopened. The State Department did 
not sa;y why tlie Madagascar embassy 
would remain shut. Security at all .six 
has been enl\anced, although they re- 
main the targets of suspicious surveil- 
lance, the State Department said. 

US embassies worldwide were 
placed on a heightened state of alert 
in June and Osama was put on the 
FBI's 10 most wanted list Fifteen de- 
fendants have been charged by a US 
federal court in New York in the two 
bombings. Nine, iiicluding Osama, 
are still at large.-— AP 
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Osama mQ¥ej& to 

new Afghan base Artificial limbs workshop 

closure pains Afghans 



LONDON (AFP) - Suspected 
terrorist Osama bin Laden has 
moved to the hills of eastern 
Afghanistan from where he con- 
tinues to operate his internation- 
al nctork. Observer weekly re- 
ported Sunday. 

• It said he was living in a for- 
mer Soviet collective farm in the 
village of Farmthadda, .south of 
Jalalabad, which he bought from 
the Taliban militia last October. 

He moved in two months ago, 
i.<; reportedly protected by his 
own security and Taliban fight- 
ers, and was seen in Jalalabad as 
recently as Tuesday. 

The Observer cited local 
landowners, aid workers, a mili- 
tary commander and security 
service informants and western 
security sources for its story. 

Saudi millionaire Osama Bin 
Laden, a Saudi muUi-milUonairc, 
is charged by the US with ma.*;- 
terminding the ncar-simuUanc- 
ous bombings of US embassies 



in in Tanzania and the Kenyan 
capital Nairobi on August 7. 
1 998. 

The attacks killed 224 people 
and left thousands injured. 

Tne US has offered a five-mil- 
lion-doiiar reward' for informa- 
tion leading to his capture. 

According to the report, bin 
Laden has survived two recent 
assassination attempts, while in- 
tellfgence sources in Islamabad 
said a third was discovered six 
weeks ago and all those involved 
were killed. 

The paper said Osama bin 
Laden caiTie to know the area of 
eastern Afghanistan well while 
fighting against the Russians 
who used to occupy the 
Afghanistan. 

Saudi millionaire Osama bin 
Laden moves cot\stantly.for se- 
curity reasons, but a serious 
medical condition and back 
problems arc said to be making 
travel more difficult. 



Buraau Report 

PESHAWAR: The closure of a work- 
shop for making artificial limbs aiid 
shoes for disabled at Jalalabad in 
eastern Afghanistari has exposed peo- 
ple to innumerable difficulties. 

The workshop was run by Sandy 
Gall Appeal for Afghanistan, set up by 
noted British television journalist and 
named after him. Lack of funding 
from its foreign donors apparently 
forced the NGO to close down the 
workshop sometime back. 

Afghan Disabled Associi .^n for 
Eastern Afghanistan's presid ent Mo- 
hammad Jaafar Tawakkali told The 
News the disabled were suffering also 
due to closure of another NGO, Ibrar, 
in Jalalabad and the difficulties were 
being faced by the WFP to continue 
providing support to bakeries which 
gave subsidised bread to the people. 
"The closure of Uie Sandy Gall Appeal 
for Afghanistan workshop was a big 
setback for the disabled in tl\e three 



easten\ provinces of Afghanistan — 
Nangarhar, Kunar and Lagiunan. Now 
we cannot get proper sl\oes and other 
artificial limbs made loailly 

l^wakkali, l\iinself a dibbled, said 
there were about 9,000 disabled peo- 
ple in eastern Afghanistan, includii\g 
men, women and children. He said a 
sizeable number of women were also 
woimded in the Afghan war either in 
bombing, shelling or in landmine 
blasts and were disabled but they re- 
main at home and could not be .seen 
often.. He said Talibai\-led Afghan 
government could not provide Stem 
much support due to lack of re- 
.sources. ''We appreciate the peace 
and security brought by the Talibai\. 
We also understand the Taliban au- 
thorities did not have enough re- 
sources to help disabled. But once 
durable peace is restored in 
Afghanistan and the Taliban even 
then don't give special attention to 
the disabled, then we would be forced 
to protest,** he warned. 



Taliban, Masood brace 
for final showdown 

By Behroz Khan Takhaar, Badakhshan and Parwan 

provinces against the impending 
PESHAWAR: Taliban Islamic move- Talibai\ assault. Masood, the sources 
ment and commander Ahmad Shah informed, had recently blown up the 
Masood-ied opposition brace for a only bridge at Bangi area whicii 
final showdown amidst recruitment luiks his strong military bases in 
drive in the areas controlled by both Takiiaar province with the Taliban 
the sides to rush fresh reinforce- held Kunduz province. JournalisLs 
ments to tl\e front line in northern 
Afghanistan. 

Staffers of international NGO 
working in Afghanistan, Taliban of- 
ficials as well as Afghans reaching 



tribes and clans in N'angarhar, 



visiting Masood controlled parts of 
Afghanistan said Masood had rein- 
forced his defence and was awaiting 
the I^iban assault. 

Taliban authorities, the sources 
Peshawar confirmed the renewed said, had contacted elders of the 
drive for recruitment In eastern, 
southern and south-western 
provinces of the country. ^'Young 
people are asked to report to Tal- 
iban offices in Nangarhar 
provinces," informed a source work- 
ing in an NGO, who asked not be 
named. . 

However, a Taliban official plead- 
ing anonymity dispelled the impres- 
sion tliat Afghans were being taken 
to the front line against their will. 
"vVe have always welcomed those 



On tlie other hand, commander 
Masood has taken steps to thwart 
Taliban plans by removing 'sus- 
pected' commanders from the front 
line in the north of Kabul and de- 
ploying more troops in the Topkhana 
district of Badakhshan province. 
Comnnander Mullali Taj Muhammad, 
affiliated with Ustad Sayyaf, has 
been removed from his position in 
Parwan province due to suspicion 
that he was in contact witli 'Mban. 

Masood, the sources said, had 
also brought changes in tlie military 
leadership in Barak district of 
Badakhshan following an abortive 



provinces to send Volunteers' to 
Kabul and Jalalabad. Tribesmen in 
Paktia had brokered an agreement 
with the Taliban at the time of the 
seizure and control of the province 
by the students militia that volun- 
teers would be provided to fight 
along the T^ban whenever the need 
be. Opposition sources claimed that 

>YC aave '<tiway5 wcicameu tnose J^^^^ ^J^d assembled thous<mds of 

willing to fight for the defence of P^^^fers ^n Kabul and Jakdabad dur^ 

their country and removing obsta- ""'^^'^J^^^^^ "'^^H^- „ - , 

cles which hinder the implementa- , In the T^ban^onlroUe^ 
tion of Shariah in the rest of ^""^^^^ Helmand, F^rali and 

Afghanistan,- said the TaUban offi- ^^^^^^r Pf,^^*^s> ^^^^^^^ ^^^e 

cial. Afghans reaching Pakistan from ^^^^ ^^'^ volunteer' one per- 
Zabul and other south-western «^ch to perform military ser- 

• ^ vices for two montlts. "Most of tlie 
provinces also coiifirmed reports Afghans refuse to return to 
chat a large number of nghters were Af glianistan because they risk beinj^ 
on their way to the front line to sup- sent to front line," said an Afghan 
port TaUban against Masood. from Zabul. Sources in Taliban 
Sources closed to Ahmad Ma- ranks said that keeping in view Ma- 
sood also claimed that the former good's stubbornness, the only op- 
Afghan defence minister was busy in tion for restoraUon of peace was to 
strengthening his defenses in twist Ids (Masood's) arms. 



Logar, Paktia, Paklika and Khost local uprising by TaUban. Experts 

believe that Masood was facing a 



tough job in keeping his supply 
routes open for transportation of 
arms and ammunition to the front 
line. Taliban sources claimed Ma- 
sood lost a big quantity of anmiuni- 
tion after the barge carrying the 
arms from Tajikistan drowned in 
Oxus River recently. Masood 
claimed the barge was ferrying food 



stuff and not weapons. 
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Afghan rivals ^ 
fight battles 
in Samcingan 5, 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The K) 
Talibnn militia and opposition m 
Northern Alliance troops fought ' 
battles Wednesday in the northern 
Afghan province of Samangan a 
day after peace talks in 
U^bekistan, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) reported. 

The combatants used heavy ar-' 
tillery in the fighting, the private 
information agency said, quoting 
sources in the opposition alliance. 

Aruund a dozen troops from 
both sides were killed and dozens 
were injured in the clashes, the 
Pcshawnr-based agency said. 

Tlic opposition claimed to have 
beaten back a series of attacks by 
tlic Taliban in the area. 

7'hc adversaries have continu- 
ally cinshed in Snmangan over (he 
past few months. 

On Tuesday, Taliban and oppo- 
sition officials ended two days of 
talks in Tashkent agreeing to dis- 
cuss a ceasefire, prisoners' swap 
and dates for a fresh round of 
peace negotiations with their 
leaders. 

The talks were held within the 
so-called *'six-pluS'two" group 
which is made up of 
Afghanistan's neighbours China, 
Iran. Pakistan. Taji'dstan, 
Turkmenistan and Ur.bekistan, 
besides Russia and the United 
Stales. 

TIk group has been working 
with UN special envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi to end Afghanistan's sev- 
en-year civil war. 



Pakistan places Tashkent 
Declaration on public record 



ISLAMABAD (Iniemcws) - The 
govern mcnc of Pakistan on ThiJrsday 
officially placed ihc text of the Six-plus- 
Two group's Tashkent Declaration, 
signed by it earlier thrs week in the 
Uzbekistan capital, on public record. 

The Six-pl US-Two meeting on Af- 
ghanistan was attended by deputy for- 
eign ministers of C^^ina. Iran. Pakiyan. 
TufkmeniMan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Russia, the Ujiitcd and the United Na- 
tions Secretary-general *s special envoy 
on Afghanistan. 

Tht meeting ended with the signing 
on July 19 of the Tashkent Declaration 
and according to the govcrnmeni 
record* the following is the text of the 
Declaration: 

Title: 'Tashkent Declaration on ihc 
Fundamental Principles of a Peaceful 
Settlement of the Conflict in Afghani- 
stan." 

Text: "The deputy ministers of for- 
eign affairs of the $ix-pIiis-Two group, 
consisting of the Jitates bordering <>n 
Afghanistan - the Pcople*s Rcpublrc of 
*China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, ihc 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Re- 
public of Tajikistan. Turkmemstan and 
the Republic of Uzbekistan - as well as 
the Russian Federdiion and the United 
Slates of AmehC4i. having met in [the 
Uzbek capital) Tas.hkcnt on i9th-2(^rh 
July 1999 with the participation of .Spe- 
cial Envoy of the United Nations Sec- 
retary General .for Afghanistan I^akh- 
dar Brahimi, having considered the sii- 
uation in Afghanistan* being sincere 
friends of the Afghan people and witch- 
ing peace and prosperity for Afghani- 
stan, have affinncd the follpwmg prin- 
ciples. "We express the profound con- 
cern of our governments at the contin- 
uing military cohfrontatipn in Afghan- 
istan which is posing a serious and 
growing threat to icgional »md intcnia- 
tional peace and security. 

"V/e remain committed to a peaceful 
political sellleTncnt of the Afghan con- 
flict, in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the resolutions axKi deci- 
sions of the OeDerol As^mbly and the 
Security Council of the United Nations, 
and we, in particular, recall the ^'points 
for discussion*' and the "issues on 
which general understanding have been 
achieved/* adopted earlier by the coun- 
tries of the Six-pluS'Tvt'o group. 

"We confxmi Uiai the United Nation.^i, 
as a universally recognised nnedtator. 
must contimie to play a central and im- 
partial xolc in tiUernational efforts to 
achieve a peaceful solution of the 
Afghan conflict and we confirm 
again our full support for Che efforts 
of the Special Envoy of the S^ccre* 
laiy General for Afghanistan and the 
work of the United Nations Special 
Mission to Afghanistan. "We con- 
firm,ag^in our firm commitment to 
..ih^ SQvereign^, ihdepenacnce, tcr- 
ritonal integrity and national tmily of 
Afghanusian. 

^'We express our profound concern 
about the vioiatioxLs of human right.s> 
including tho^e of ethnic minorities and 
Women and girls* as well a.i die viola- 
tions of international humanitarian law 
that are taking place in Afghanistan. 
"We arc deeply worried about the 



steady incieasc in the cultivation^ pro- 
duction and illicit Irafticking of narcot- 
ics and the illegal sale of ai'ms. which 
have far-reaching unfavourable con.^- 
quenccs not only for the region but t>C' 
yond it as well. 

*'Wc arc also concerned about the use 
of Afghan icrritoiy. especially areas 
com rolled by the Tatcban to conceal and 
train terrori.sts, and ab<nu the fact that 
dangerous consequences of such ac- 
tions can be seen in Afghanistan, in t}ie 
neighbouring countries and tar beyond 
its borders. *'Folluwing the aforenKH- 
tioiicd. we have come to the following 
conclusions: 

1 - **We are convinced that there is no 
military. solution to the Afghan conflict 
and tiiis must be Settled ih«x>ugh peace- 
ful political negotiations wiih the aim.«j 
of establishing a inuhi-ciluiic and fully 
representative government on a wide 
basses. 

2. •'Accordingly, we urge the sides in 
Afglianistnn to ie.su mc political nego- 
tiations aimed at achieving these goals. 

3. **Wifh the purpose of assisting the 
t;cssation of hostiiities, which we con- 
sider essential, wc have further agreed 
not to provide mi}itar>- suppoit to any 
Afghan sidfrs arid lo prevent the use of 
our len-itories f(^r such purix>ses. Wc Citll 
upon the inicrnational community (O 
lake identical measures to prevent the 
delivery of weapon-s to Afghanistan. 

4. "We express our readinw to pro- 
mote direct negotiations between the 
Afghan sides under the auspices of the. 
United Nations in acconlance with the 
relevant resolutions and decisions of the 
General Assembly and Security Coun- 
cil of the United Nations and this Dec- 
laration in Order to conclude an inter- 
Afghan agrccn^ent on the itnplemcnta- 
tion of pai'agraph one mentioned above. 
As members or the Six-plus-Two group 
we are fully determined to provide our 
individual and collective support to this 
process. 

5. **Wc think that the process of ne- 
gotiauoai must be conducted under tlie 
auspices of the United Nations and may 
consist of two stages. 

(a) *Tlie main purpose of the first 
stage is to adopt measures to reinforce 
mutual taisl. These meanures will in- 
clude 

(i) 'The .signing of an agreement on 
an immediate and unconditional ceaj^e- 
firc without any pre-conditions; 

(ii) ''The holding of direct negotia- 
tions at this stage between the plenipo- 
tentiary delegations Qf die two main 
conflicting sides - the United Front [the 
United Isloinic Front for the Salvation 
of .Afghanistan) and ti»e Talebnn move- 
ment, including on: 

- the cxchaiige of POWs; 

- lifting internal blockades and open- 
ing rt^ds for ij^?ciprocal trade and the 
delivery of humanrtat ian aid on the ter- 
ritories contivHed by various Afghan 
groups. 

(b) "The main purpose of the second 
stage is. to draw up basic pritKiples of 
the future state structuit; of Afghanistan 
by the Afghans thsm.'ielves and to form 
on a wide basis a multi ethnic ajid fully 
representative government within a 
short period of time. ' 



6- ''Tliose of us who have common 
borders with Afglianistan, proceeding 
from a common desire to take effective 
and coordinated measures to combat 
illicit drug-traflicking» have agreed, on 
a bilateral and muhilatcral basis, to step 
up effective and coordinated n^asurcs 
to combat illicit drug-trafficking. In this 
connection, we leoill and confirm the 
important role piaycd by the United 
Nations Drug Control Programme in 
this pr<>ces'.s.. 

7. "Wc tirge ihc Taicban movement 
to infonn the covcrrimeni of the Islam- 
ic Republic ot Iran and the United Na- 
tions about the results of their investi- 
gations into the killings of llie diplo- 
maiic and consular staff of the Consu- 
late-C icncral of the fsUunic Republic of 
Iran in Mazar-c Sharif and of the corre- 
.spondent of the Islamic Republic [of 
Iran] News Agency, and we call on the 
Talebnn to aiopcraie fully with llie in- 
temaiional investigation into tlicsc kill- 
ings with the purpose of punishing the 
guilty parties. 

8. "We urge the Afghan sides, partic- 
ularly the Talehan movement, to cease 
providing .shelter to international terror- 
ists and their organi-zntions and train^ 
ing thcn% and to cooperate with the ef- 
forts CO bring tcnorisis to ju-stice. 

9. *'Wt are tuliy determined to make 
every effort to cjicouragc the Afghan 
parfio; to respect fully the basic human 
rights and fundanwintal freedoms of all 
Afghan people in accordance with the 
basic ttonns of international law. 

10. **We are prepared to cooperate 
with the new Afghan eovcmmcnl 
which will be established in accordance 
with afofemenuoncd paragraph one, in 

' all aspects with the purpose of strength- 
ening security and stability in Af- 
ghanistan and iti.ihe region, of nitum- 
mg Afghan refugees back io thcii* na- 
tive places and cnsining the soonest rc- 
habiliration and rccon.struction of Af- 
ghanistan through support from UN 
agencies and programmes, internation- 
al fmancial organi^tions and donor 
countries. 

11. *'We call upon tlie international 
community to respond to Ihe inter-in- 
stiimional appeal on joint actions on 
reiHlcring Afghanistan emergency hu- 
manit^irian aid ;jnd rehabilitation assist- 
ance for the period between 1st Janu- 
ai y and 3 1 st December 1 999, voiced by 
the [UN] Secretary General, bearing in 
mmd also the existence of the <:mcrgen- 
cy targeted fund for Afghanistan. Sup- 
port for deinining is of particular im- 
portance. 

12. "We call upon the international 
'' coinmanity to $u|)port these propasals 

and take coordinated steps toeasure the 
soonest .settlement of Uie conflict in 
Afghanistan and we also call upon all 
foixres in Afghanxsttui lo show .political 
will ar^d wisdomt'o*crcoine their (disa- 
greements and inuiunl' hostilities and 
not to miss a historic opportunity to 
achieve stable and long-hisiing peace. 

n. *Tbe present Declaration is writ- 
ten in two originals, in English and 
Rus.sian and both texts arc equally au^ 
thentic. Arranged in the city of 
Ta.shkent. Republic of Uzbekistan, on 
19th July 1999. 



Stringent laws hamp 
Afghans' repatfiatio 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - Though the United 
Naticas High Commission for Refu- 
Z3*i fUKHCR). the Pakistan anci Ira- 
iiicL-: government arc stniggling hand in 
hand" to encourage volunteer repatria- 
tion of the Afghan refugees, yei lack of 
livelihood sourees and strict laws of 
Taliban government have hampered the 
repa:rlation process. 

Tne UN'HCR had already announced 
a package containing cash amount, 
whi2: bags and plastic sheets, for the 
refugses. 

During a visit toTorlcbam tliis conx- 
spcadcnt witnessed that a large number 
of Afghan families are going back, to 
their ^lotherland. The UNHCR volun- 
teer? in Torichain lold this correspond- 
ent that so far they had registered 17 
farr.ilies comprising 110 persons that 
had ritumed to Afghanistan, utilising 
the •jar.sEJortacion facilities proN-ided by 
the VN'HCR. Likewise, the families 
have aiso received the UNHCR rcpa- 
tria'^cq package, including Rs 5000 
cash and 300 kg wheat per family. 

It « as fiir^hcr learnt that after re.^ch- 
ins -s.z UNKCR repatriation station at 
Jalaiibad, Lhesc families with the col- 
laboration of Taliban authorities are 
being despatched lo their home villag- 
es and towns in the vehicles, arranged 



free of cosi for them by ail of :hc con- 
cerned quarters. 

Besides the CNHCR, a number of 
oitzr NGO's are also.confribu::r.g to 
repatriation of the refugees in their 
horries and towns. 

Bu: almost all these project; are con- 
centrated in some particular provinces, 
where citiier Taliban didn't face any 
re."?! stance or have been succeeded in 
cstabli.%hmcnr of their complete rjle. 

Tr.'Z UNHCR authorities had earlier 
said -jiat by the end of June, number of 
returning refugees in current summer 
was above 5 i .000. A recent UN - eek- 
ly update siaes that in the last or.c week 
.some 400 families, comprising 2183 
persons had remmed from botli N^v'F? 
and Balochisian to NVirTP. Apan from 
such n great number of the repatriating 
refugees from both the provinces. 100 
families had only returned to Khushi 
district of Logar province. Besides the 
UN reports, the personnel of secret 
agencies, stationed at Torkhatn have 
claimed that number of returning refu- 
gees was more than 5.000 in June. 
" Tr.erc are conflicting views of vari- 
ous functionaries that the Afg'ians 
thcm^ive.'; arc yet to get surety about 
complete peace and harmony ir. :he:r 
motncrland. An Afghan refugee v/ho 
was entering Pakistan, said tha: al- 
•Jiough he had shifted his family mem- 
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bers to inside Afghanistan, it is impos- 
sible for them to sun^ive there. Elabo- 
rating his point of view, he said that 
except .A.griculcure field or smuggling 
food items from Pakistan, there is noth- 
ing to do inside Afghanisran. 

The /Vfghans are ali?o facing difficul- 
ties to adjust themselves* 

The personnel of .'^cret agencies and 
Pakistani traders have informed that 
foreign assistance and aid had made 
greedy these people. After getting the 
UNHCR repatriation package, these 
families arc again entering Pakistan. He 
added that they had made it a business • 
or a source of livelihood. But the Af- 
ghan traders have disagreed with this 
perception and added that unless com* 
plcte peace it could be impo.«;sible ei- 
ther for UNHCR or for Pakistan to get. 
1 00 per cent repatriadon of the refugees. 

Besides lack of emplo>ir.cr»t oppop 
tunities and basic facilities of life, the 
retiewed US threats of firing cruise mis- 
siles against (he Arab mjlitant Osam.a 
Bin Laden is also «mbthcr hurdle in re- 
pauiarion of the refugees. On the bor- 
der, the tran-sporters and drivers, arriv- 
ing from various pans of Afghanistan 
panicularly from Jalalabad say 6at Af- 
ghans arc expecting another round of air- 
strikes by the United. States in the near 
future, therefore majority of the civil- 
ians is to move to safer places. 



O fiJ 



2 too 

o 

•o c 

T3 O 



-5 *^ JC 



3 E 2<- 

*-i "Ti T-i i w ^ „^ 



e ^ a c 

<« CCS 

o o *i CvJcs 5 

ft> Vi UJ ^ 

•n ^ hi 



'§0 



-.5 « O - w 



88.S 

ed iH ^ 

JC i« 2 
C2 a>JS> 



• c 



V? c/s 



</> O. cd CC </» O w 



V. u. Q> O C 

^ Ee-iH-2 



S 6 

CI v-« 



tooE 

oH 

j:: 

o ^ 

^ JC 

too 
'O 

E " 



O SI 



4> 

JC 



£6 



_ „ c c ^ 
jS .2 o ,5 **2 



5 c c ^ 
x: <* x: ,«» 



£ 

o « 

O I/) 



C 1-^ 



C CO C U 5 c 

u ^ j|) S o 52 i> 



iL> ^ <^ O rr i> 



W5 s\ 



X) 



C.5 
o 

c too 
jc ft> 2 



o ed 



cr 
o 

0.1. 

^ -C 

JC 



f2 2-2 5 £ ^ > c 
f^-i 2 ^ *^ S ^ o 



uj*^ 



x: to 
u 



, , w ^3 „ 

« r- . x: rt c 
^ XJ ^ s» C 

w E<!H:Sjc 60^ 




« c ^ c c S 



.-x:'§ Cd t«-5 

^ ^ r*% 

t> j: c o =3_ 



OX! 00 c 5; 
» 5? ^ H 

w O «s * 



€0 sn ^ 



t: c.ts c-S^ 5*^ S,-^ c ? 2 



CO o 




cd . X. 

c o t: c^ii 
<«*r: o o 

5 o o 01 o g 
C« toe ox: > 




IS 

(T 



C 

4> 2 «J 



to 

c 



« 



o 
a 



S.E^-§'5§ 
w S cs ^-^x: 



x: to c c o 



£*c 

o c: c 

X . "J 

^ ^ E 



I 

c 
o 

Si 



^ 0^ ^ S Jc Q.r: 

•p>a« 4«-» :S T3 -o C 



U3 



c 
o 



5 0 IS 

O r\ ***** a> 



- c 

Cd 

too2 E 
g 2 o S 

«s ir « 



1 to CO 
V- 0) O 

♦»* C 5 

x: 3 S 

bOO g 

c £.§ 

2 ^ S 



- Jrt O 



E 



Cd 



o o c> 
<d " ^ 



too-S 
c <2 o 

"O *r; 
3 C w> 

o toox: 



= O • 
C D 5 

CO -Ga 

ES.E-S 

^ k« .V 

OS d5 «d 
x: x: ox: 



t- — m 
« 2 o 

« <tf C 

C^C O 
3 £^ 



ca 



« O „ 
u. <c o 

Jd x: 

to6< «« 
<»-» ,. 

o o 



w ri: o. 
£ 3 ^ 

o «J 
■•-Eg 

o> o S 
•o c x: 

o « e 



2 t- 



c 
o 



Cd 
x: 



C ]D 

U> (/> C/) 

x: (ts w 
H -c: n 

« tofi"^ 



000 

SI ^ Jd 
■«-► f3 ■»-» 

o o u 

•S-o E 

*2 c o 

2 « o 

w C 

o c 

ST i- 
"O O 



x: > c 
*> <d c 

o k- 

•S >*«^ 

3 ?x: 
■f: c 



00 

c 
•o 

ed 



C 4> 



.2 (= 5 



CO 



r\ bO 

a; . C 



y.. CO O 

fd ^ cd 

x: o p 

too-o ^ 

> o 



4> cx: o 
S c 5j 

^ Cd — * I- 
u> w (d 

S S o £ 
•••£n«2-c JC 

in <c w> oj CO 



c ^^'' ^^ 
£ c o 

.» X. Kn 

ca 60 wT 

2E5 

00 o 



c • c «> <^ 



t>o3 



(A 



c o 



E-£.iS«^55 
o "o .2 " 



.<d 

CO 

O 

x: 

CA 



rtl c 
o o 

Ui 

O 
O 

£ 

X) O 



02 



o.'2 
^ £ 

SZ JC 

5 2 



^ > o 

cd 



•CO- 



3 ^ c: c to ox: 

CO w> 2 C 
^ C C too ed od 



jd n 

C **** 

<d 
£0- 
o 

x: o 

Si 



•< cd c ed c: CO ^ 



00^ 



o o 

> 

cd 

. r; 

E5 

jc^ 

13 "O 
C « 

u> (d 



«^ -\ J« ^ 



o 



c 
o 
o 



<h<'£ o 2a- 



4-1 

o o 



^ V MS VJ 

T?-^ 55 c o 
^ o o 

ill 

J) -C Cd ,A 
^ c - coc 
2 S c o 

-g*^ O O bO 
? < x: o « 



Cd 
J3 



o 
c 

o 

u 

o 



UN predicts severe food 
shortage in Afghanistan 



By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD - Tne UN. predict'; a 
precarious food shortage of 1.13 mi!' 
lion' tons in 2000 due to poor produc- 
tion of crops due to erratic rains. 

Mike Sackett of the World Food Pro- 
graxhme (WFP) and Baiy Stride of the 
Food Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
told the weekly press briefing at the UN 
Information Center that the shortage is 
one of the severest in recent years. 

A field study by the WFP-FAO 
showed that wheat production fell both 
in irrigated and rain^fed areas because 
Afghanistan experienced dry conditions 
this year, with snowfall being the low. 
est in 40 years. 

iTields were good in the Eastern and 
southwestern regions due to sufficient 
water availability while in the Central 
' Ndithem and Southern regions reduced 

availability of irrigation waters has 
diminished yields. 

"Low rainfalls in Eastern and South- 
em regiotl and yellow rust and pest 
damage in northern region were said to 
be the main reasons for the fall in wheat 
production. 



Mike Socketi said Afghan traders 
were expected to import 800,000 tons 
of wheat, while the WFP planned to 
supply 206,000 tons to meet the short- 
age. ■ 

The WFP has 97,000 in the pipeline 
for 1999 and would require 45 rhillion 
dollars in donations to arrange the re- 
maining 109,000 tons. Its emergency 
food aid targets about 1.2 million Af- 
ghans. 

Some 85 percent of the country's es- 
timated 21 million people depend on 
agriculture for their livelihood. Only 
about 12 percent of the country's total 
land arc arable, with 3 percent under 
forest cover, 46 percent permanent pa.<?- 
tures. while the rest (39 percent) is 
mountainous. About half of the culti- 
vable area is irrigated while the other 
half is arid of rain-fed. 

For 1999 the harvested area for irri- 
gated wheat is expected to be reduced 
by about 3 percent compared to 1998, 
largely due to an increase in cash crops 
(onion, potato, poppy and tree crops 
such as almonds and apricots) and dry- 
land wheat plantings* which largely . 
failed. This year's irrigated wheat har-" 



vest is expected to yield 1.99 million 
tones as compared to 2.02 million tones 
in 1998, a decrease of 1.5 percent. 
• Low rainfall has caused Uie failure of 
the rain-fed wheat crop in the Eastern 
and Southern regions. Reduced rainfall, 
yellow rust and other pest damage have . 
reduced potential yields in the northern 
region. This year's wheat rain-fed har- 
vest is expected to yield 512000 tones, 
a reduction of 37 percent compared to 
last year's total of 814000 tones. Over- 
all, there is expected to be a reduction 
of II. B% for all wheat crops and a 16% 
reduction for all cereal crops. 

Wheat i's'-the main food crop, account- 
ing for more than three-quarters of food 
grain production: Since 1995 the agri- 
cultural section in Afghanistan has been 
steadily registering an appreciable re- 
covery. 

The FAO Crops Project provides im- 
proved seed 'to 'farmers and the FAO/ 
WFP Food for Seed Programme assists 
in preserving some improved seed for 
planning in later years. The UN 
demining programme has served to 
increase the agricultural land avail- 
able for planting. 
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Zahir Shah's ally, 
two others shot dead 

US, UN condemn Abdul Ahad Karzafs murder 



QUETTA: An Afghan politician linked 
to Afghanistan's fonner king Zahir 
Shah was assassinated here, officials 
and police said Thursday. 

Abdid Ahad Karzai, a former 
diplomat, was gunned down by two 
assailants late Wednesday as he came 
out of a mosque after prayers, an of- 
ficial statement said. 

The gunmen, armed with auto- 
matic rifles, arrived on a motorcycle 
knd drove off immediately after the 
shooting. 

Two other worshippers, botli Pak- 
istanis, were also killed in the firing 
outside the mosque located at a mar- 
ketplace in Quetta, the statement 
said. 

Family sources said Karzai, who 
had been living in the United States, 
had arrived in Pakistan a few days 
ago. Police said they had no immedi- 
ate idea as to the motive for the 
killings. Raids were conducted by the 
police in different parts of the city 
overnight in a bid to trace the killers, 
a police ^okesman said. 

Karzai was the fourth Afghan 
politician to be killed in Quetta since 
last year. 

Those murdered before liim in- 
cluded, .a. former governor of 



Afghanistan's western : Herat 
province, Nazar Mohammad. 

Meanwhile, the United Stat^ con- 
demned the murder of Ab<lul Ahad 
Karzai. 

"We deplore the tragic killing of 
Afghan tribal leader and former Sena- 
tor Abdul Ahad Kaizai,** the State De- 
partment said in a statement late 
Wednesday, hours after Karzai was 
shot to death in Quetta. 



Related reports on Page 5 



*'Mr Karzai was a leader of the 
Populzai tribe and a major voice for 
moderation among the Pushtoon 
tribes," the statement added. 

The statement said Karzai -played 
a significant role in the fight against 
the Soviet occupation of liis country," 
adding that he was also "active in tiy- 
iixg to find peace" in liis homeland. 

"Our sympathies go out to hLs 
family and friends," the statement 
added. Karzai, a former diplomat, was 
linked to Afghanistan*s former king 
Zahir Shah. The ex-monarch, who 
lives in Rome, recently aired a pro- 
posal to gatlier a cross-section of the 
Afghani public to consider ways of 
restoring peace and stability to 
Afglianistan. — AFP 
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UN urged not to mix up 
humaiiitariaii, political aid 



By Behfoz Xlian 

PESHAWAH: Notwithstanding the stand 
taken by the UN, the western world and the 
hostiie neighbours of Afghanistan on human 
and women's rights record of Taliban, the re- 
aiity on ground remains contrary to this. 

The stoppage of the much needed hu- 
mariicarian assistance to poor Afghans uji- 
doubtedly warrant chat human rights of the 
Afghans must not be violated in the guise of 
the prevention of human rights violations. 
Visits CO different parts of that country sug- 
gest that the entire r infrastructure . of 
Afghaxustan has been destroyed due to a war 
backed by che superpowers of the time and ■ 
their regional and strategic allies. The huge 
amount spent on the war in Afghanistan re- 
suitantly reduced the country to ruins, killed 
more cnafi 1.5 million people and according 
to che UN siirvey, maimed approximately • 
three :o four percent of the population in- 
cluding children and shook the social fabric 
of chat country. 

Victims of the foreign funded war, 28,000 
widows in Kabul city alone and thousands of 
orphans are left with the only choice to feed 
themselves through alms and charity. Emma 
Bonino can observe March 8 as the World 
WoTnen> Day to express solidarity with the 
Afghan wTornen but her dash with the Taliban 
canr.ot help poor women, particularly che 
widows in Kabid to fight against the starva- 
tion. *The tlowers sent by Bonino on the 
Women's Day cannot feed or help in any way 
the starving Afghans women," remarked 
Shukriya Kakar, an Afghan journalist who 
took refuge in Peshawar after the Taliban 
takeow. 

The living conditions in Kabul are:^Gh 
that the international aid workei^ find it dif- • 
ficult to identify the 'deserving ones airtong 
the population. People are compelled to sell 
their households to make their both ends 



meet. The economic condition which could 
not be improved fay the rulers in Kabuf to- 
date have even forced families to send their . 
children to be scavengers and beggars, in- 
stead of going to schools. An Afghan NGO 
called lAshyana" identified 28.000 such chil- 
dren in il districts in Kabui city alone. 

As for as the issue of international hu- 
manitarian assistance is concerned; it must 
not be linked with, the recognition of the Tal- 
iban government, especially by the United 
Nations. "We need to make some compro- 
mises as long as we can reach the poor . We 
should do it to help the poor and needy 
Afghans"; said head of the Swedish Commit- 
tee for Afghanistan, Anders Fange. Referring 
to the UN and other international NGOs re- 
luctance to restart humanitarian assistance,- 
F^ge said that these organisations should 
not mix up hirnianitarian assistance with the . 
olitical priorities. 
Swedish Comnuttee runs home schools in ^ 



? 



rural areas in north-eastern and eastern 
Afghanistan imparting primary level educa- 
tion to 1,75,000 students. Majority of the 
schools, F^ge said falls In.areas controlled 
by Taliban which include .some 30,000 girl 
students. "We have not e3q)eriericed any dif- 
ficulty due to the so-called Taliban ban on ed- 
ucation," said F^e. But the UN is yet to ap- 
prove or encourage the -home schools 
concept • L ' ; 

. The female acting chief of Akbar wnile 
calking to the Ne^ some time back re- 
marked that "the worid body and the inter- 
national community need to encourage com- 
munication. It is not necessary that we look 
for ideal conditions to work in. We don't 
want to be involved in politics. All those 
countries fuelling the war by providing the 
evil means should stop this instead of stop- 
ping humanitarian assistance. " She 'is one of 
the many foreign nationals who could not 
visit Afghanistan for the last one year as a re- 



• suit of the UN warning. ' 

The Taliban restri'ctions on women varies 
from area to area and city to city. Kabul is 
under harsh set of rules in the guise of reli- 

• gibn. And the reason behind this strictness 
seems to be due co the political changes 
brought by the educated minority since king 
Zahir Shall was dethrown in 1973 and the 
westernised life-styie by Kafaulites. But the 
same is not tiEie case in Herat and Mazar-i- 

. Sharif while ^le situation in rural AJjghanistan 

is totally deferent from the cities. 

Not oi\]y Taliban, but the restrictions on 
women living in the cities were imposed dur- 
ing president Rabbani ztid prime miiuster 
Gulbaddin Hikmatyar's rule. Rabbani asked 
women and gjrl students to wear scarfs out- 
side their homes while Hikmatyar closed 
down the cinemas in KabuL Taliban went a 
. step ahead by imposing ban on women jobs 
and converting all places of entertainment 
into mosques and religious schools. 



India extends 
material support 
toMasood 

F. P. Report 

PESHAWAR - In the wake of 
military advancement of Taliban 
militia the .Northern Alliance' has - 
enhanced its cohtacts with the 
Indian governmeflt.' / '-■ 

The . Frotilicr . Post reliably 
learnt (he opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood'and some 
of his key aides were in con$tatjt 
contact with the Indian ofRcials. 

They have been rccciving ma- 
teriai support as well as technical 
know bow regarding various is- 
sues including storage, of arms, 
and ammunition; Construction of 
roads and air strips.' . • ' • 




The sources informed that after 
the recent Kargil conflict the rela- 
tion.^ between both the sides had- 
furthcr improved. The Indians be-, 
lieved that the Taliban militia had . 
been supporting' the freedom- 
(tghters in the occupied Kashmir 
due to which it had decided to fur* 
ther cement its tics with Ahmad 
Shah Masood. ^ 
"During last couple of months 
the Taliban government has been 
charging the opposition Northern 
Alliance of receiving material and 
moral support from India and 
some other neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

The sources confided to The 
Frontier Post that few months 
back a high-level Indian delega- 
tion bad met Ahmad Shah 
Masood and assured him of their 
- ail out support The delegation in- 
cluded Muthu Kumar, Indian 



Ambassador at Dushanbe, 
Brigadier V. K. Joshi and Dr. S. 
A..Qureshi, Councellor at Indian 
Embassy at Dushanbe. 
. Along with other major issues 
the delegatiori had reportedly dis- 
cussed the setting up of a radio 
•station which could be u^cd by 

M8.<>ood so a.s to <:ountcr the 
claims of Taliban forces. 
Furthermore, the delegation con- 
sidered request made by Ahmad 
Shah regarding provision of gun- 
ship helicopters, uniforms along 
with other military eijuipment. 

The sources in the Afghan op- 
position informed that a group of 
Indian technicians had visited 
Punjshcr valley on the request of 
Ahmad Shah for rcpairmcnt of. 
tanks and other weapons. 1 1 was 
learnt that in the beginning of this : 
year a delegation of Indian offi- i 
cials had reached Tajikistan i 



where it met Ahmad Zia, brother i 
of Masood and Zabit Salch, rcpre- ^ 
scniative of Masood at Kulyab 
(Tajikistan). The delegation was 
reportedly sent there lor provid- 
ing technical assistance to (he op- 
position forces in the field of 
storage of ammunition. 

The Indian engineers were- 
also seen in Khawak while they ; 
were constructing an air field 
there. There were also reports of 
repairing of Khawak- Khinjan 
road at Baghlan province. The 
team had left for India few 
months back. 



T T • r 1 ^ • 1 1 -i 1 A r A tS • -* J The Taliban have blocked Uic rond to 

Heavy infantry, artillery assault across 4 ironts: Routes Jaiai.bad.». sa«.bi. Tbe roid is cm. k 

^ *' A. could be impossible lo fly out incaning 

' to Punjsher cut off: Heavy casualties on both sides 



Taliban unprecedented 
offensive: 





KABUL.(An>> - The Taliban militia 
Wednesday Inuncitcd its much nutici- 
patctl dimmer offensive aimed at <lc- 
fcBting Afghanistan's Norllicin Alli- 
ance and ending the countr>'*i5 protract- 
ed civil war. 

'HOiban authorities, the alliance and 
independent sources confinncd the of- 
fenMvc began about 4am local time 
(2400 CiMT) with infantry, assaults 
across four fnwil lines v/hich ring the 
heavily fonified Panjshcr Valley. 
• Tlw a.«;sault$ were suppoTletl by taiik s, 
bcavy atlillcrN' barragw and aerial boin- 
t>ardn)enls by the militia's I led ot Rus- 
sian-Aiadc MiGs wliile analysis said tJte 
jiizc if the Talib military machine re- 
: njains unprecedented. 

A Taliban spokesman claimed milt' 
lia troops wlio already cotilrol 80 per 
' cenl'bf Afghanistan — bad advanced 
six kjlomclres from Tagab, a strategic 
entry I into (lie Panjshcr Valley and had 
. capiurtd the district of Nejrab. 

*Thc Islamic militia captured Nejrab 
and Arc now attacking Mahmood-i- 
Kaqi,** a Taliban spokesman told the 
!»»kislan based Afghan Islamic I'less. 

He kaid 1 5 tanks and a sizeable quwi- 
tity o\ ammunition were seized. 
Ot4 l^lilwi convtwnder told AFl' the 



militia had up to: 100,000 mcji after n 
massive prc-offensivc militao' build-up 
dcsignwl to knock out the alliance's 
de fences *oncc and for til P . 

However, westen* diplomats in Paki- 
stan said 50»000 Talibati trooi)s .was a 
more probable figure. . 

Tliis was double the highest previous 
estimate of Taliban strength, put at 
25.000 men in 1 W l>ut the opposition 



land from the ethnic Pashtoon dominat- 
ed Taliban! » 

*nic Taliban outnumber Masoad*s 
forces by 10 to one/; Pakistcln-J^ascd 

military analyst Kamal llyd^Ssaid. . . , . . « . « • i r i 

TRjito. Hhzaras, Uzbeks :ftnd?:n.rkmcn ""^^ Afehan.sum s t,.«hbour s tostnp 
— holds ground strctchijig frdm the Old 



the only way out for foreigners is die 
treacherous southern route through 
Kandaliar/ one foreign aid worker said. 

Kandahar is Uie Taliban's de-facto 
capital in the south from where tlic 
militia's supivme IcaderMulla Mohant- 
niad Omar has vowed to rid his country 
of Masood. 

In Kabul, residents said at least six 
rockets struck the capital, launchcxlfrom 
hilltops c6ntrolle<l by. Masood while 
artillery shelling on the nearby front 
w;is clearly audible to locals. 

Tlie offensive came just three days 
after the United Nations special envoy 
LakhdarDrahhni leA Afghanistan amid 
failed effoits to strike a peace deal be- 
tween the warring parties. 
Brahimi and the Six-plus-Two group 



has c 1 ai med Tal ihan nun )l>r rs have been . e^st to Pakistan, 
bolstered by Paki.<itan and Arab mcrcc- 
nnries. Opposition losses were ccmc<^d- 
cd by the alliance as heavy fighting fo- 
cused in Ni-jfabihroughoul Wcilncsdiiy. 

The Old and New Roads arc about 25 
kilometres north of Kabul, Uic ncar-hy 
mountain range of Kohi-i-SaFi is to the 
east, and further east- is district 
Tagab. 

The four points form the southern 
fhmk of the Panjshcr Valley wherfc op- 
position cominandcr Ahmad iShah 
Masood stands as the last obstacle to 
Taliban ambitions of taking total con- 
trol of the country. 

Military analysts attached to foreign 
cmba.<:sces in Islamabad, said Masood 
had between 10,000 imd 15,000 hard- 
ened troops and can rely on 40,000 men 
who v/crc wlHitt^ to defend their home- 



road acro.'js the Sbamali- Plains to the 
Panjshcr Valley, north to flVijikislan and 



'lliey launched their ;|Uack last night 
in ever)' direction,'. alliance spokcVsmari 
Abdullah said. 

*Oii ilie New Road ihcy attacked the 
main highway leading to Bagrttmair* 
base. On the Old Road ttoops are brac- 
ing for a sca>nd attack to be lalmehcxl 
mostly by Arabs* and Pais^istfertsrt.iic 

claimed. . V*^ V W •• 
Abdullah SJud adrial bomba/t)tticn{s; 
were steadily hitting areas around tlic 
frontline^, including civilian areas. Both 
sides claimed the other had. suffered 
heavy casualtie-s. - . • 

Independent sources said foreign aid 
v/orkets iri.lhc Panjshcr w6rc*,cui-off 
fr«>m southerti routes while Kaburs 
eastwards exit throut»h the Kliybe|;pass 
had also been blocked. 



UN plans permanent 
stay in Mazar-i-Sharif 



Afghanistan's neighbour's tostnp 
'pouring arms and war making material 
into the country'. 

Six-plus-Two groups Afghanistan's 
nciglibc^urs • Pakistim.Iraji.'I'ajikisiaf). 
Uzbekistan, China, and Turkmenistan 
— with the United States and Russia in 

ailempls to find a peace settlement. 
UN suspends flights to Kabul 
the United Nations said Wednesday 
its flighLs to Kabul will remained sus- 
pended pending reconfirmation of 
agreed security guarantees by Afghan 
pailic-s. . 

The UN has sought a 'clarification' 
from the Afghan opposition Northenx 
Alliance following the rocketing of 
Kabul aiiport on Tuesday, a UN slaie- 
mcnt here said. 

The rockets, which impactetl in or 
around the airport during the agreed 
v/indow for take-off and landing of hu- 
maiiitanan flights, forced a UN plane 
aiKl flights of ICRC and PACTEC to 
luiu back, it said. 

The statement said the UN agencies 
were 'extremely* concerned al the dis- 
niptioii of humanitarian activities by 
the rocketing. 

It recalled that all parties to the Af- 
ghan conflict during a recent UN-spon- 
sored meeting inTashkent, Uzbekistan, 
agreed to respect the impartiality of the 
UN. 

mic UN has suspended its next flights 
to Knlnil |)cndinf the rccriiifirmation of 
the agreed security guarantees,' the state- 
ment said.- 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The United 
Nations has decided to establish a full- 
time inicmationaj presence in the north- 
cm Afghan town of Mazar-i-Sharif in 
September, UN said on Monday. 

A nrjssion of UN international staff 
visited ivta^ar earlier this month to sup- 
port and assist in the expansion of on- 
going programmes and continue prep- 
arations for the full resumption of oth- 
ers, the UN update said. 

Meetings v/cre held with the aiithori- 
lics and technical agencies and a dia- 
logue maintained regarding UN princi- 
ples. The authorities were re-briefed on 
agency plans, capacities and limitations.* 

The UN otriC3al.<t praised the local 
colleagues who have maintained oper- 
ations in the absejice of international 
staff over the last two years in Mazar-i- 
Sharif 

All stressed the need for a full and 
complete re-engagement of agencies 



and of the need to now make up for lost 
time and to address the pre.ssing human- 
itarian needs of the region. 

Mission activities included reviewing 
and monitoring ongoing health, water, 
sanitation and irrigation, structure re- 
pair projects and making preparations 
for future activities, including establi'>h- 
ing cross-border logistics and ware- 
housing facilities, polio surveillance 
mechanisms, etc. And carrying out 
needs and situation assessments of crop 
yield reductions, food security and re- 
turnee rc-integration issues. 

A development of note was the ar- 
rival in Mazar of a group of over a hun- 
dred returnee families who had declined 
to rctum to their places of origin in Sa- 
ripul Province. Pending longer-term tcscl- . 
tlement these have been moved onwards 
to Mazar by the authorities and report- 
edly temporarily accommodated in the 
partially depojputated east of the ciiy. 



Big pro-Gsama rallies 
in Jalalabad and Khost 



0^^. ^^^^3 J 
By Rahimuilali Yusufzai 



JALAUBAD (Eastern Afghanistan): A 
big demonstration was staged here 
Friday to show solidarity with Saudi 
dissident, Osama bin Laden, and con- 
demn- US campaign to force the Tal- 
iban-led Afghan government to expel 
him from ^ghanistan. 

A simiiar demonstration was held 
in Khost, southern Afghanistan, 
where Bin Laden's suspected hideout 
was attacked by the US witli cruise 
missiles on August 20 last year. Tlie 
demofistratibns in both Jalalabad and 
Khost were, supposedly organised by 
tribal elders* and notables aiid lyiban 
leaders were not included in the loi\g 
list of sneakers. 

Talking to The News in Jalalabad, 
capital of Nangarhar province, the 
provincial governor, Mulla Sadre 
Azam. said the demonstration re- 
flected the aspirations of the people 
and their support for the Taliban de-' 
cLsion not to hand over Bin Laden to 

' his enemies. He did not agree with 
the observation' that Jalalabad may 
Ixave been chosen as the venue for the 
demonstration as the Saudi-born mil- 
itant often spends time in. his hideouts 
hear the dty.-Bin Laden is in .hiding 
neither in Jalalabad nor in rest of 

• Nangarhar province," he claimed. 
Incidentally, the ' twb irproTBin 
Laden deinbns^M^'-J^^^^ 
and another one by the JUI-F in Is- 
lamabad were hdd on a.day when the 
private Peshawar-based Afghan Is- 
lamic Press reported that Bin Laden 
fearing a fresh US attack had decided 
to leave Afghanistan. The report was 
subsequently denied by. a senior 1^- 
iban spokesrnah, Mulla Wakil Ahmad 
Mutavvwakil.- 



In the Jalalabad demonstration, 
protesters shouted dogans against the 
US and President Clintoh and voiced 
support for Bin Laden and the Tal- 
iban. They carried banners which car- 
ried slogans demanding; death " to 
America, Clinton and other ^u^fidels" 
and warned that any attack against 
Bin Laden would be considered an of- 
fensive on ail Afghans. "Osama bin 
Laden has been our guest for 20 years 
and the Afghans would never betray 
him." read one banner, while another 
one asked the UN to take President 
Clinton to task for ordering aggres- 
sion against a host of countries. 

The demonstrators marcl\ed from 
the Spin Jamaat mosque after Friday 
prayers and ^assembled at the 
Makhabarat Chowk for the public 
meeting. There was a token Taliban 
presence in the procession and some 
anned Taliban guards performed se- 
curity duties on the occasion.' How- 
ever, it was clear that the organisers 
enjoyed Taliban blessings and assis- 
tance. 

A communique addressed to the 

• UN secretary general, OIC, and other 
i worid bodies and approved by the 

meeting was later presented at the 
. local UN office. On behalf of the 
. tribes and people of Nangarhar, Lagh- 
man and Kiinar provinces of eastern 
Afghanistan,. the comm\mique .dis- 
missed US' aUegations. against Bin 
Laden regarding his involvement in 
acts of terrorism a^d termed them 
baseless. It said Bin Laden came to 

• Afghanistan much before emergence 

• of Taliban and was a guest of the 
Afghan nation for the past two 
decades. "It is Bin Laden's legal right 
to live in Afghanistan and the Afghans 
" would sacrifice tiieir lives to protect 
him. Unlike the last time, Clinton be- 
ware that another US attack on- 
Afgl^nistan against Bin Laden would 

• provoke the Afghans to take revenge," 
it warned. 



Some of the speakers made hart- 
hitting speeches. Kaii FkizuUah Omar' 
of Ch^rihar district said the Afghans 
who defeated the British and the Rus- 
.sians could also fight the Americans. 

. Mulla Abdul Quddus Jehadi of Kot .dis- 
trict got the gathering to shout a re- 
sounding "yes" when he asked them 

, wtether they .backed the .Thliban pol- 
not'io-ibkndon Bin LadehJiUstad 
Abdul Aziz of Surkhrod district said 
Bin Laden had earned tiie enmity- of all 
infidels on account of his strong Is- 
lamic beliefs. Mulla Azdzullah of Kunar 
province stressed it was the religious 
duty of .' all Muslims, especially 
Afghans, to protect Bin Laden. Malik 
Hikmatullah of Shinwari disUict was of 
the view tlxat Bin Laden stood by the 
Afghans during their "jehad" against' 
the Soviet occupation troops, and it 
was now incumbent upon the A^^ians 
to stand by him in his hour of need. • 

. Malik Nazeer of Khugiani district ar- 

• gued that the Taliban government 
wasn't empowered to _ decide Bin 
Laden's fate as he was an honoured 
guest of .all Afghans and only the 
Afghan nation could take decision in • 
his case. Another tritel elder, jJbdul 
Qadir Chamkani, . maintained that the 
US was against every true MusUm 
rather than Bin Laden oniy. Dost Mo- 
hammad Khan of Mohxnand Daiia (is- 

. trict felt no sacrifice would be big 
enough in an effort to protect. Bin 
Laden and even Afghan girls would 
come out to do so in case of need^ Hc^i 

* Ghulam Nabi of Behsud district de- 
dared Afghans would die ra&er'than 
surrender Bin Laden. -^'ab,GuIM6kKis 
of Hisarak cEstrict said there w^d be 
no comprortiise on Bin Laden. 
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Turkmenistaii offers 
electricity at half of IPPs tariff 

By Khaleeq IQani achieve its target of securing 25 to 30 already surplus in power but will re- 
Tor.wr.r.r- . p 6106X11 tariff reductioH . quire more electricity by 2002-3. . 
ISLAMABAD: In a pleasant surprise, A draft agreement to this effect is These sources said that Turk- 
energy rich Hirlcnienistan has offered under Pakistan government's stucfy at .menistan, Pakistan and STEA of 
to deliver electricity to Pakistan at present whidi 'Rirkmenistan wants to Turkey had signed a memorandum of 
half the tariff currently under dispute formally sign as soon as possible. It understanding a couple of months 
with independent power producers invited federal minister for water and back to prepare a feasibility study for 
C^^)- . - power Gohar Ayub Khan to visit electricity import, transmission line 

The News leamt on authority that Ashkhabad at his convenience next route in Afghanistan, electricity mar- 
Turkmenistan hasoffered to sell elec- month or Turkmen energy minister ket in Pakistan, availability in T\irk- 
tricity to Pakistan at US cents 3.4 per can visit Pakistan at a short notice to meristan and'commercial and tariff is- 
unit It has conveyed that it can- trans- sign the agreement . sues. The feasibility study is yet to be 
mit . abc^ut. 5000 million kilowatt per Surpms in electricity and natural completed and Ashkhabad has shown 
year. With indigenous cheap gas re- gas productibn, Ashkhabad is desper- bit hurry to sign the agreement 
sources, Turkmenistan can afford ately looking for a market mainly in Pakistan and Hukmenistan are al- 
even lower a tariff than 3.4 cents per Pakistan, obviously in war-ravaged ready in agreement for the import of 
unit, sources said. Afghanistan in its way and in energy natural gas to Pakistan through a 

If materialised, the prqject has the hungry India ultimately. Total elec- 1500 km pipeline but the project 

potential to become Asia's.largest tricity production in Tbrkmenistan is faced a set back when UNOCAL, the 

power network with a transmission over 15 billion kilowatt, sources said, consortium leader quit the consor- 

line spread over whole .of the region. Official sources, 'however, see- tium to construct the pipdine due to 

The offer surprised many in Is- Ashkhabad's move bit cautiously say- what it said unending war in 

lamabad as it came at a time when the ing the offer lacked sound footing and Afghanistan^ The two countries have 

government has long been fighting too premature for signing of an agree- renewed the agreement a couple of 

with private com-panies to reduce tar- menL^Though the rate is too- cheap, it months back but could not succeed to 

iff from US cents 6.1 per units. And . needs further, talks in the light of find a prospective investor to recon- 

despite high profile bitter contro- ground realities and technical details, sdiute a fresh consortium for the gl- 

versy, the government could not They said currentiy Pakistan was gantic multi-billion dollar project ' 



Afghan women have fu 
business opportunities 



By Sadaqat Jan 

ISLAMABAD - The Af^an wom- 
en have proved that how enterprcneur- 
ial spizit can be biazncssed if they are 
given 8 helping hand to begin with. Is- 
spite of bcxog considered a rigid socie- 
ty, it aUpws its women to set up smaE 
business in order to share the econom- 
ic boiden widi their men, according to 
Aina, the UN quarterly magazine on 
Af^ianistan. 

Those women who want to woric are 
being helped out by Group Guaranteed 
Lending and Savings (GGLS) pro- 
graxnine which is being run by Dutch 
and Swedish govenunents. UNISEF 
.with the funding from UNKCR in 
NoxtBS Afi^uoistan. 

The programme, first of its kind in 
Afghanistan since 1995 has disbursed 
no less &an 17.000 loans worth over a 
million of dc^Iars. says the UN maga- 
zine. 

The idea of GGLS was taken from 
Bangladesh where it proved tobe hi^ 
> ly successful as far as increasing income 
of a funOy was cooccmed by extend* 
ing' loans to womea. " A 'small loan of 
between 30 to 200 dollars allows a 
woman to boy .raw materials for em- 
bfoideray or carpet weaving, start a 
small shop or bakery or raise Uvestock. 



and they had been able not only to re- 
pay loan but also generate Income. 
The project proved remarkably resilient 
and the high repayment rates have 
shown the credit-worthiness of wom- 
en**, ^e Magazine said. 

The programme operates in two re- 
gions of nor^em Afghanistan: around 
Andkhoy in Faryab pro^nce and Maz- 
ar-e-Shanf in Baikh province. 

The poroject is administered by local 
couples caUed ^X)motets. who travel to 
the .project areas, receive repaymests. 
discuss problems and ensure that 
groups are meeting regulady, Aizta says. 

The magazine says ultimate aim of 
the project is to create alocal mangag^^ 
ment organisadon'or village bank to 
. take over torn the foreign donors and 
putting xt firmly in lodsl hands for a 
sustainable future. 

Afghanistan*s political turbulance 
and me possibility of more disruption 
in future have meant bod) delays and a 
reappraisal of how ,$uch a successor 
organisation should be set up» Aina 
notes. . To overcome soaring inifl.ation* 
and Afghxu's rapid devaluation against 
Jhc US dblltf aO tomsactidos are made , 
^^^ dollars. ' 

: , Security and fighting^in the region did 
affect the. project's operation in 1997 
and 1998. .'*Dcspite the turxnoH in many 



The UN Magazine quoted a number -areas, the economy has recovered and 
of examples in which both skilled and : the project retumjcd to normal*' says the 
linskilled women were provided loan Magazine. ' 
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TaKban make strategic gmns 

Pakistan has no troops in Afghanistan: FO 



KABLTL (AFP) - Taliban forces made 
major strategic gains Monday with the 
capture of the key northern city of Cha- 
rikar and Bagrani airbasc after heavy 
fighting with troops loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, in- 
dependent sources said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) later 
reported the fall of the town of Jabui . 
Seraj, 80 kilometers north of Kabul, to 
the Taliban in their push toward 
Masood's Panjsher valley bastion. 

Another AIP report said Taliban 
troops had also captured Mahmmud-i- 
Raqi» capital of the northeastern prov- 
ince of Kapisa. 

The Pakistan-based private news 
service quoted Taliban sources as say- 
ing Masood's forces had retreated into 
the Panjsher 'after dynamiting the en- 
trance to the valley. 

There was no immediate comment 
firom the opposition on the day's events. 

Independent sources in Kabul said 
hundreds of civilians fled surrounding 
districts as the Taliban troops advanced 
into Charikar. 

Taliban troops are in Qiarikar and 
they have also advanced northwards and 

are on the edge of Jabul Saraj/ one 
. source in Kabul said earlier. 

Jabul Saraj is strategically important 
as it guards access to the Salang Tun- 
nel on the main Saiang highway that 
links Kabul with nonhera Afghanistan. 

•It is also located close to Gulbahar 
district which sits at the mouth of 
Masood's Panjsher Valley bastion. 

Independent sources said combined 
dead and wounded figures for both sides 
from five days of renewed fighting were 
well in excess of 1 .000. *The number is 
probably closer to i,5C0 by now/ one 
foreign aid worker said. 

AIP said at least 28 Masood soldiers 
died and many were wounded in the ' 
fighting for Charikar. The AIP put the , 
Taliban losses at five dead. 

It said the Islamic militia also c^ 
tured 130.opposidon fighters and seized 
a large quantity of arms and ammuni- 
don in the city. 

A local journalist said *Bagram air 
base and Charikar town are under firm 
and complete control of the Taliban. ^ * 

The Islamic militia seized back the 
airbase, north of KabuL after capturing 

and then losing it again within hours on 
Sunday. 

'Masood forces have retreated into 
the Panjsher valley. There was not much 
fighting and the Taliban entered Chari- 
kar without any 'resistance, early in the 
morning after Masood pulled out.' 

He said Charikar was like a *ghost 
town'- with all the shops closed and no 
civilians on the streets. Nbrmally 
around 30,000 to 40,000 people liv'e 
there. 

*The advance has forced hundreds of 
civilians to flee. Many are heading for 
Kabul and some/ particularly Masood 
supporters, will head north or retreat 
into the Panjsher valley,* one foreign 
aid worker said. 



I 



The journalist added the Taliban have 
gone beyond Charikar to Pul-i-Mata.k, 
70 kilometres north of Kabul. Bagrarn 
was also totally under Taliban ccntro!, 
he said. 

The capture of the Masood stronghold 
and the airport was a major gain for the 
Taliban which launched a summer of- 
fensive last week. The Islamic militia 
control more than 80 percent of Afghan- 
istan. . _ 

Masood is the only obstacle to com- 
plete control. ' 

The offensive came almo.*;t immedi- 
ately after peace efforts by the United 
Nations failed to find apolitical resolu- 
tiOii to die Afghan civil war. 

On Sunday the militia made signifi- 
cant gains by pushing the Kabul front- 
lines back 25 kilometres to the south- 
cm edge of Charikar and Bagram air- 
base, about 50 kilometres north of the 
canital. 

AII^ said the Taliban overran several 
nonhem towns on Sunday including 
Guldara, Shakardara, Istalif. Qarabagh 
and Farza. No comments were imme-- 
diately available from the taliban or the 
opposition spokesmen. ; 

The Taliban have been waging a five 
year civil war against forces loyal to 
ethnic Tajik commander Masood who 
holds the northeast provinces. 

Nafees "Mdcar adds: Habibullah. First 
Secretary of Afghan emba<:sy in Islam- . 

a!)ad. told The Nation on xMondav ihat 
Taliban forces have captured Mehmude 
Raqi— capital of Kapisa province. Cha- 
n.tcarM:apital of Parwan province. Gul- 
bahar and Jablus Siraj, at die doorsteps 
c. Panjsher Valley. Taliban have already 
strengthened their positions at Charikar 
and Bagram, airbase. • 

The frontlines are now oositicned 
about 70 kilometers far from the Afghan 
capital, Habibullah said. "Our forces 
can now easily hit Panjsher \^IIey with 
rocket? from Mehmude Raci.'* he $aid 
HabibuHah, First ^Secretary of the 
Afghan Embassy got tlic latest fightinjr 
position from Taliban high authorities 
in Kabul. *'Yes, I have a constant con- 
tact With Kabul;- he said. • 

He said Taliban's quick advance to- • 
wards Panjsher valley has been stopped • 
for the time being due to destruction of 
a bridge situated on the mouth of a 
mountain pass leading to the vallev. The 
bndge called Pol-i-Mutack was de- 
stroyed by Taliban forces. Habibullah 
said, to obstruct Taliban's movement 
towards Panjsher: ^ 

'*The fall pf Panjsher is row immi- 
nent," he said. lie was hopeful of more 
gams for Taliban and more los.v-es for 
the opposition forces in the coming few 
days.Ghairat Baheer,- a. former com- 
mander of Hizb-i-Islami of Engineer 
Gulbadin Hikmatyar, now based in Is- 
. lamabad, also said that after the capture 
of Mehmude Raqi, Panjsher could pos- 
sibly fall to Taliban.. He, however, said 
military positions in Afghanistan al- 
ways remained unpredictable. If Tali- . 
ban can advance they can also retreat," 
he said. 



"For our side, we, however, think that 
fighting will not resolve the .Afghan is- 
siic, ^ Baheer said. Taliban should, rath- 
er, involve all the Afghans. in consulta- 
tions to restore the rule of law in the 
war-tom Afghanisun, he said. 
. 'A spokesman for the National Islam- 
ic Front of Afghariistan led bv Pir Gi- 
lani also predicted fall of Panjsher Val- 
ley to Taliban. He was not sure that 
when Taliban will capwrc the valley, 
locked in the small hills adjacent to the 
Hindukush peak series. National Islam- 
ic Front is a pro-King Zahir group. ' 

Fonner governor of eastern provinc- 
es including Nangrahar and Kunar, Haji 
Qadeer, however, told BBC Pashto 
Service that their troops were still oc- 
cupying positions on the hill tops of 
Saiang in the north-east, about 90 kil- 
ometers,, of ICabul. He said their forces 
were in a striking distance. Haji Qadeer 
foims part of the Anti-Taliban North- 
em Alliance. *. • 

APP from Islamabad adds: Foreign 
Office Spokesman on Mondiay rejected 
allegations leveled by former President 
of Afghanistan Burhanuddin' Rabbani 
that Pakistan's forces were meddling in 
. tlie war-shatterbd country. « - ' . 

When contacted Foreign' Office" 
Spokesman Tariq. Altaf told this agen- * 
cy,^ the accusation is totally baseless, 

"We have no troops in Afghanistan," 
said the Spokesman. Pakistan-has al- 
ways supported UN pfeace ^^fforts in the. 
war-ravaged country as restoradbh of 
peace there was jn its mterest. 

Rabbani on Sunday has accused Pa- 
kistan pf interference in Afghani5{an*s 
internal affairs, saying, its forces Were . 
•fighting along tfie Taliban. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan embassy -in 
Islamabad has dismissed the allegadohs 
of.the former Afghan President, Sib- , 
- ghatullah Mujaddedi that Pakistanis and 
•/Arabs. are fightmg along side the Tali- 
ban in their latest offensive against the 
Northern Alliance. . ' v- •. . • 

. Mujaddedi has levelled such allega- 
tions, in his letter to Prime Nihiistcr * 
Nawaz Sharif asking him to -withdraw . 
Pakistanis and Arab gueriilas from Af- 
^Tiistan as he did in Kargil and avertt * 
ed a major disaster likewise," he reiter- ' 
ated his charges in an interview with the . ' 
BBC as well; 

Reacting strongly to the remarks of 
head "of . National Salvation Front of 
Afghanistan Mujaddedi, the statement ' 
of the embassy said diere is no presence 
of the foreign naidonals in the ranks of • 
the Taliban. It said the Afghan hadoh 
gives no impprtaoice to such baseless ■ 
and uncalled for statement of the per- 
sons who have no say in the afifeits of 
the country. • ' 
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Afghan drug 
production to 
-increase, say^s UN 

BISHKEK (Tntemcws) - The produc- 
tion of heroin in Afghanistan is likeiji 
to increase to 700 tons in the year 2000; 
says a report by experts of the "Qsh 
Knot" United Nations project for cucb4 
ing drugs. 

The report, released in BishkeJc- 
Wednesday, deals with the Central: 
Asian states, according to Interfax. 

The project was launched in 1997 and : 
is being implemented in Kyrghyzscain;: 
UzbeJQstan and Tajikistan to combat the • 
transit of dmgs produced in Afghazit' 
.Stan. 

The report claims that 3,500 tons of 
Afghan drugs are annually delivered to 
Russia and Europe through. 
Kyrghyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 
and Kazakhstan. 

UN experts also claimed in the rep'dit . 
that Central Asian criminal drtfgV: 
groups were being integrated into *fie * 
international drug trade system. '' '^ 

"Spheres of influence have been 'dri-; 
vided up. There exist groups spccialis- * 
ing in smuggling drugs from Afghsmif';; 
Stan to Tajikistan, and in deliverirt|'^ 
drugs to Russia and other countries of- 
the Commonwealth of IndepcndeTit^ 
States from Tajikistan through Oz-"' 
bekisian, Kazakhstan and Kyrghyzstih.'" 
* ■ the report said. j^/-"^ 

According to the report. 80 percent'^- 
of the heroin seized in Russia arrived 
from Central Asian republics. . 



Taliban claim new 
victories in Kunduz 

Omar offers amnesty to opposition forces 



KABU7. (AFP) - The Taliban^s su- 
preme leader urged the opposition to 
Surrender Wednesday as fresh fighting 
erupted in north Afghanistan with a 
major offensive to capture the whole 
country entering the .second wccic 

Fighting was reported around the 
newl^ established frontlines about 100 
Icilonietrcs north of Kabul' wHlIe'lhc" 
militia claimed new victories in the 
northern province of Kunduz. 

In. an open letter to opposition forces 
the militia's chief Mulla Mohammad 
Omar offered an artmesty to the oppo- 
sition. 

*A11 th9se people who arc still with 
the opposition are requested not to stand 
against their religion or country and lay 
down their arms. 

*If they give up the resistance 1 dc- 
ciare an amnesty for them according to 
which their lives and property will be 
safe/ Omar said. 

Tens of thousands of people are said 
to be fleeing the fighting, flooding into 
the capital Kabul and other areas in 
; search of a safe haven. 

Opposition cominander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, who has fought a five year civ- 



il war against the militia, blew up the 
entrance to the Panjsher Valley on Mon- 
day Lu block the Taliban from his main 
base. 

But, tlie railiiia, which controls 80 per 
cent of Afghanistan claimed it had tak- 
en the district of Imam Sahib in the far 
north. • ^ 

""Tllibari IhfienigiHbc^^^ • 
Amir KKan Mutfaqi said* troops were 
securing areas arobnd Imam 5ahib and 
the border areas between- Afghanistan 
and Tajiki-stan. . . • 

'We have also capnircd Sher Khan 
Bander/ Muttaqi said. Sher Khan 
Biander is a port town on the Amu Riv- 
er which borders' Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. 

Analysts expect the TaTiban to launch 
the .<;econd wave of its summer cam- 
paign eastwards from Imam Sahib and 
target the provincial city of Taloqan 
which straddles key'siipply routes head- 
ing .south to the Panjsher Valley. Its aim 
is to wipe but the last pockets of resist- 
ance to its rule. 

. Opposition general, Sayed Anwari 
disputed the Taliban's claim saying the 



militia had been repulsed from Imam 
Sahib while opposition troops were 
holding tlie high ground around Jabul 
Seraj. *While Jabel Saraj remains a vir- 
tual no man*s land, the Taliban milxda 
is unable to advance further northwards. 
'Their troops were repulsed from the 
. district of Imam Sahib and surround- 
ings districts. Previous fronilinei: re- 
main intact,' Anwari said, 
llalibah accused of fordng people to 
leave homes 
Meanwhile, the opposition and Ka- 
bul residents accused the militia of forc- 
ing people to leave tlieir homes and 
moving them by bus to eastern Jalala- 
bad. 'This is very serious. The Taliban 
are forcing people out of their houses 
while claiming to protect the people, 
300,000 people have left fearing Tali- 
ban savagery.* opposition spokesman 
AbduUah said. 

Rejecting the opposition claim, Tali- 
ban's Minister of Information Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said 1,800 families 

were taken to rhe eastern province of 
Nangarhar to safeguard them against 
fighting. 

He said the transfer was in keeping 
with international laws covering civil- 
ians in war zones and was done because 
the opposition had .used civilians and 
their homes as 'human shields'. 

Ihe families have settled in Sar Sha- 
hi, a desert camp out of the provincial 
capital Jalalabad which u.sed to house 
tens of thousands of people displaced 
from Kabul in the 1994 Mujahideen 



factional fighting, he said. 

•Sonie 1 .800 families have so far 
reached Jalalabad and the same number 
have been brought to Kabul where spe- 
cial places will be allocated for them,* 
the minister said. 

Independent sources say a further 
100,000 people had scattered across the 
opposition-held Panjsher Valley. 

However, independent sources said 
Taliban motives were based on secur- 
ing the civilian population in safe areas 
and away from front Ihies to the north 

of Kabul where the miUtia has over-mn 
opposition positions. 

Muttaqi said the move was ten[^)orary 
while Jalalabad local authorities had 
provided food, water and security meas- 
ures for them. He reassured reftigces in 
the Panjsher Valley they could return 
• lo Kabul safely. 

It is a *legar practice in the 'particu- 
lar military situation* and does hoc tar- 
get any group in particular, he said when 
asked why the families were bemg rc- 
locared. 



Taliban close in 
on Masood 's 

last bastion 

^ overrun another district 



KABUL (Agencies) - At least 
i 00.000 civilians have fled the ad- 
vancing Taliban causing a 
widespread refugee crisis, as the 
militia Tuesday pressed north co- 
wards the Salang Tunnel. 

The Taliban militia, mean- 
while, yesterday captured a dis- 
trict in kunduz province, follow- 
ing a sweeping push against the 
opposition near Kabul, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AI?) re- 
ported. 

The district of Imam Saheb fell 
after brief fighting that left- eight 
soldiers dead from both sides, the 
private news service said, quoting 
Taliban sources. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the claim. • 

The Taliban alreay holds part^ 
"ofKunduz/wfiicVis adjacent to'"" 
Takhar province, a vital supply 
l?ase for the last remaining 
Taliban opponent Ahmad Shah 
Masood in his Panjsher valley 
bastion. 

Masood's spokesman Abdullah 
earlier said the Taliban militia was 
expected to attack Takhar's capi- 
tal of Tadoqan in an attempt to c\it 
the opposition's supply routes to 
the Panjsher. 

Reverung back to the refugees* 
exodus, the opposition claimed 



250,000 people had fled to the 
Panjsher Valley where anti- 
Taiiban commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood remains the la$t obstacle 
to total Taliban domination of 
Afghanistan. 

"There arc a bare minimum 
100,000 refugees in the valley 
who have fled the fighting and 
this is a very big humanitarian cri- 
.•;is. The civilian population is 
maybe 300,000 so it could be 
much higher," one western source 
said. 

The exodus follows six days of 
the Taliban's summer offensive 
which has forced Masood to re- 
treat from fronilincs north of here. 

The Taliban alreay holds part 
of Kunduz, which is adjacent to 
Takhar.prqvincc, a vital supply, 
-base for Masood. ' " 

Masood withdrew from the 
. plains to the south of the Hindu 
Kush mountain range into the 
Panjsher Valley. He then blew-up 
the mountain pass, and halted the 
Taliban advance into the valley. 

In Kabul, there were further re- 
ports of civilians fleeing the fight- 
ing in tens of thousands after the 
militia told locals in areas previ- 
ously held by Masood to leave un- 
til the militia could secure the 
area. 



UNSC slates 
foreign interference 
in Afghanistan 

UNITED NATIONSt The UN Security 
Coundi Thursday condemned the Is- 
lamic Taliban irUlitla's latest offen- 
sive in Afghanistan against the last 
bastion of opposition in the north of 
the country 

"Members of the SC condemned 
the Taliban for the laimching of the 
large-scdled military offensive in the 
recent days/ said a statement read 
by council president Martin Andjaba 
of Namibia. 

!n their closed-door meeting 
here, council members "demanded 
that the Taliban stop the offensive 
Immedhtb^' and resume political ne- 
gotiations under the UN auspices,* 
Andjabasaid. 

The council also said it was wor* 
ried about reports of foreign military 
involvement — specifically from 
Paldstiui — In the conflict. 

'Members of the SC expressed 



their concern at reports of massive 
military assistance in support of 
above-mentioned offensive," Andjaba 
said, rrhey call for the immediate 
end of all external interference." 

Earlier, Afghanistan's ousted 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani ac- 
cused Pakistaii of intervening in his 
country. 

"It can be attested on clear evi- 
dence xhst these wars were staged 
by the short-sighted and iruudidous 
leaders of Pakistan,* Rabbani said zn 
a letter to the council. 

But the council did not. as Rab- 
bani had urged, name Pakistan in its 
statement. 

''Members of the* so-called "Is- 
lanuc"* extremist groups are continu- 
ously recruited, trained, armed and 
dispatched along with Pakistani mil- 
itary personnel into Afghanistan," 
Rabbani said. . - 

nb our.dismay,«thie: Imemational. 
community, throughoiutntittS? period, 
with reganis to the cessation of t^- 
eign aggression in Afghanistan, did 
not resort to any beneficial or con- 
structive measures-"— AFP 




Afghan heroin may make 

into Pakistan 



way 



By RIAZ KHAN 

PESHSAWAR - A record 
quantity of heroin and opium is 
feared to be smuggled from 
Afghanistan into Pakistan fol- 
lowing the Taliban's summer 
offensive against the forces of 
one-time best-loved hero of the 
Afghan war, Ahmed Shah. 
Masood against the now fallen- 
apart USSR. 

The Taliban have reportedly 
Icvyd tithe (usher) on poppy in 
the bordering districts under 
their control as a legal instru- 
ment, making the local produc- 
ers top a record 3,000 tonnes of 
poppy production this year. 

Sources told this scribe that 
in some bordering districts and 
areas of Kama, etc the farmers 
even defy the Taliban levy of 
xiihe and stored their produce 
in far-away areas. 

Another source in the Bajaur 
Agency said that both the 
Pakistani and Afghanistan car- 
riers charg Rs. 1 .000 per kilo of 
opium for its carriage. 

Pakistan, after the introduc- 
tion of the treaty-mandated 
controls, having an effect "on 
the manufacture and- consump- 
tion of the controlled sub- 



stances and its own redoubled 
efforts for both supply and de- 
mand reduction, successfully 
reduced poppy production of 
800 tonnes in early 'ZQs, to ten 
tonnes this year, but despite its 
collaboration in drug-control 
efforts with the international 
agendcs. is again threatened by 
an all-time easy availability of 
narcotics pouring into Pakistan 
from across the * free-border' 
of the restive Afghanistan. 

Som.etimc crisis and unrest 
in one country badly affect the 
neighbouring and other coun- 
tries. Pakistan is no exception 
as far as the Afghan imbroglio 
is concerned. 

Its one and a half million 
heroin-addicts, who according 
CO a conservative estimate con- 
sume about 90 tonnes of hero- 
in, are now fully dependent on 
fresh massive inflows of the 
Afghan heroin. 

The officials of the Pakistan 
Narcotics Control Board, who 
arc worried about the easy 
availability of cheap heroin in 
the country over the coming 
months, fear that the increased 
production in Afghanistan will 
make its way to Pakistan. 



According to a recent report 
of the International Narcotics 
Control Board (INCB). the 
world, including Pakistan, is 
faced with more drastic chal- 
lenges after 90 years of globai 
narcotic.'j control. 

As only treaty-mandated 
curbs could have an effect or. 
the manufacture and consump- 
tion of the controlled drugs, the 
INCB report has made it plain 
that the menace of illicit drugs 
and addiction epidemics in 
some countries may spread to 
other countries. 

Pakistan is the most threat-' 
encd country in the region as 
far as the Afghan crisis is con- 
cerned and the drastic chal- 
lenges faced by it require rela- 
tively drastic measures. 

Sternest security steps are 
needed to be taken both along 
Pak-Afghan border, uptown 
and downtown areas of the 
cities having the Afghan popu- 
lation. 

The anti-narcotics agencies 
should also mobilised to strike 
at the heart of the networics and 
mafia smuggling opium, heroin 
and other controlled substances 
into the country. 



Bodies ()f 3 Pakistan received 



at Pak-Afghan 

From Our Correspondent 



PESHAWAR - Bodies of three Paki- 
stanis which were recefved aiTorkham 
on Pak-Afghan border have been des? 
patched to their native villages. Reports 
reveals that two among ib:ee victims 
belong to Bahnn while the third one 
belongs to the Punjab provincr. 

The reports from Torkham further 
said that the bodies .of Sufeer son of 
Omer Shaheen fcom Bannu, Maulana 
Mohammad Tshaq son of Mohammad 
Karim 
Naveed 

' airlifted fmir^Oalbar w'tJorfc of Kabul 
through a military helicopter. 

The bodies were handed over to Tai- 
iban stalwarts in Torkham and bter on 
boarded on wasons so as to desoatch 




to their native villages^ ' 

The reports said that Taliban leaders 
had decided to send the bodies of those 
PakistaT;is people to &eir native villag- 
es whose identities have confirmed!, fa 
this connection, special cards have b6en 
issued Co the volunteers before leaving 
for the war fronts. 

It is learnt that a large number of peo- 
ple who are the close relatives of ' the 
Pakistani students and vol^unteera'aie 
everyday visiting Taliban office at 
Torkham to know about the fate of thefr • 
youngsters. * * 

-Air* TorkEamj'the ;Tali.ban office- 
• doesn'tfpossesslmy rciordof sich-pi j 
kista&ls bur 'ic^itivixi^ corripiainc^r'b'f • 
these Pakistani visitors and convey stic^ ' 
data to their offices in Kabul and JaQd- 
abad. • • • "-v:r 



Taliban team in 
N WFP to seek 
reinforcements 

By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR — Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia has ap- 
proached decni madarcss (reli- 
gious institutions) in the NWFP 
for rcinforcctncnis to fight a resur- 
rected opposition Northern 
Alliance. 

A jwo-membeT delegation,' seiu 
by • laliban's supreme Jcadcr 
Mullah Muhammad Omar, has 
held meetinjgs with heads of differ- 
ent seminanes to seek early itl 't^t 
of Afghan Taliban for joining fel- 
low fightert in'defending'Kabul 
against, a possible OnslaugnfTrom 
Ahmed Shah l^a<o6dXfbrc^; ' /• 

A source told 7721? Fivftit<r]Fo]:t 
here Sunday Wm. Uic ddcgatlon, 
incltidmg .Vfiuilvi Ahul Hawn dhd 
Mauivt Sadiq. twice visited Dartx)! 
Uloom Haqqania in Akorft 
Khattak, some 45 kilometres 
n^^^east of here, to discuss 
Afghan religious students* ' re- 
lease for defence of their mother- 
land" 

The Afghan delegation, the 
source added, called on Jamiat 
Ufcmai-i-Islam (Sami-uI-Haq 
group) leaders at the DarooJ-ul- 
Uloom Haqqania. 'They requested 

^aJJ^^ ^^^^^^ ^0 Please the 
Afghan students for national duty. 
Their presence is more necessary 
on war fronts than in madrassar 
the Afghan delegation told the JUT 
leaders. 

• According to a rough estimate, 
around 13.000 Afghan students arc 
studying in the NWFP religious in- 
stitutions. Last year. when , the 
lahban made a similar request, 
some 35,CCO Afghan students im- 
mediately left for Kabul to fight 
Mflsood's troops. 

"In case the Afghan student's 
are despatched* these institutions 
rRay be closed/' the source 
opined. The Taliban .delegation 
also delivered a lecture to con- 
vince the Afghan students thdt 
Atghanistan badlv needed their 
services->it the moment. 

The religious institutions still 
remain a major source of recrtiit- 
ment fot; the Afghan student mili- 
txa battling the forces of the 
Masood-lcd Northern AlUancc. 

For unknown reasons, this time 
the Afghan students are reportedly 
not taking much of an interest in 
fne Afghan civil confiict, the 
source added 

Commander Ahnicd Shah 
Masood has on several occasions 
blamed Pakistan for extending 
material" support to Taliban, a 
charge Islamabad denies. ' 
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Afghan elders facing life threats 



Ithoiigh, majoriCy of the former of his associates along with (heir near 



A Afghan politicians who had 
been instrumental against late 
Dr. Najib Ullah regime had migrated 
to European and Ajmcrican countries 
yet their near add dear ones are still 
residing in several parts of the prov- 
ince where they are facing threats to 
their lite. 

In the wake of mysterious killings 
of known Afghans and frequent at- 
tacks against scores of others, these 
relatives of the known Afglians have 
now confined themselves to their 
houses. Almost all of them intend to 
get peace and security but they are un- 
able to materialise their dreams due to 
lack of resources. 

The recent war of words between die 
Amencan-led civilised nation and ex- 
tremist religious circles so far headed 
by Arab militant Osama Bin Laden has 
multiplied grievances of these inno- 
cent and helpless people. 

They couldn't differentiate between 
die religious-nunded people from both 
Pakistan and Afghanistan who are re- 
portedly bent upon eliminating those 
who want a negotiated solution to the 
long-awaited Afghan conflict, trans- 
fer of power to a broad-based interim 
government and restoration of the lost 
identity of Afghanistan. 

In April 1992, when the regime of 
late Dr Najib Ullah collapsed, many 



and dear migrated to Pakistan to es- 
cape revenge and harassment at the 
hands of their erstwhile foes. 

Though the Mujahidccn forces, had 
failed to fuiffl the promises of a peace- 
ful and Islamic welfare state and their 
internal differences has not only result- 
ed destruction to Afghanistan and gen- 
ocide civilians but it has enhanced fear 
among those who are associated wiiJi 
the ruling Watan Parly of Jatc Dr 
Najib Ullah. 

During such a transitional peri- 
od, a large number of the PDPA, now 
Watan Parly, stalwarts had been bni- 
tally killed, their 
houses were looted 
and plundered and 



Peshowar Diary 



ghan elders hud found Pakistan a 
peaceful peaceliil country to stay. 

Prominent among them were Su- 
laiinan Laiq second in conunand to 
late Dr Najib Ullah, Vice President 
Gen. Rafi, Defence Minister Aslam 
Watanjar, Saleh Mohan^mad Zearay. 
Abdul Qadoos Ghorbandi, Ahmad 
Bashir Raegar, Hamtd Ullah Roglt, 
Habib Mangal, Abdul Ra.shid Waziri, 
Engineer Nazar Mohammad, Haji 
Mohammad Chanikuni. Niuz Mohaiu- 
mad Mohmand, Nimat Ullah 
Pazhwak, Hadi Mukammi!. Zahoor 
Razamjo, Dastgir Panjsheri, Prof. 
Mahmood Sooma, Dalili, Miftah Ud 

Din Saft and others. 

However, with 
the passage of time, 



even their young li^El'phTitiS^^ almost all of them 

wivA<3 flrui dniivh. " ' ' ' " ' " " left for various Eu- 

ropean, American and other countries. 



wives and daugh- 
ters were raped and made hostages by 
the Jehadic and militia commanders. 

As a result of such treatment at the 
hands of the commanders and self- 
made generals, a large number of the 
leading Afghan figures migrated to Pa- 
kistan. At that time. Prime Minister 
Mohaitunad Nawaz Sharif was gov- 
erning die country for the first lime as 
a Prime Minister and he was enjoying 
association of nationalists like ANP of 
Wali Khan, PMAP of Mehmood Khan 
Achakzai and PNP of Hasil Bizenjo. 
As a result of such alliance, these Af- 



lliose who were unable to fly to other 
countries, rcmained under constant 
threats of intimidation. As a result of 
such threats a number of tiiem like 
Gen. Nazar Mohammad a fonner De- 
fence Minister, Gen. Gul Aqa, Mo~ 
hanmiad Hasham Khan Paktyanay and 
dozens of others have joined the list 
of those Afghans who are being mys- 
teriously killed in Peshawar, Quetta 
and other parts of Pakistan smce 1979 
However, after the brutal murder of 
late Mohammad Hasham Khan Pakty- 



aney in October 1998, the remaining 
family members of late Dr Najib Ul- 
lah left for Sweden. Hasham Khau was 
fir^st cousin of late Dr Najib Ullah. 

Soon after the mysterious deatli of 
Hasham Khan Paktyaney the remain- 
ing relatives of the fomier ministers 
and technocrats are faced with serious 
crisis. Besides daughter of Sulaiman 
Laiq and a large number of others are 
facing similar threats including Rash- 
id Waziri. A recent leport published 
by a mondily magazine from Karachi 
states diat about 100,000 US dollars 
were distributed among the hired pro- 
fessional assassins by the powerful 
quarters of Afghanistan for carT>'ing 
out targeted killings of the prominent 
Afghans in Peshawar. 

Besides supporters of the fonner ail- 
ing Watan Party of Dr Najib Ullah, 
other Afghans who are cither favour- 
ing a negotiated solution to the con- 
flict or favouring the peace initiatives 
of former King Mohammad Zahir 
Shah also facing such threats. Since 
1979 when the former Soviet Union 
invaded its 100,000 troops in Afghan- 
istan, such type of moderate Afghans 
are the main target of tliese people who 
arc either patronising the mysterious 
killing or harassing them for unknown 
purposes. Former Afghan minister and 
parliamentarian Abdul Aliad Khan 
Kar/ai was the latest target of killers. 
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Afghanistan restores 

global telecom link 



KABUL (Intemews) - The rul- 
ing Taliban in Afghanistan have 
restored the facility of internation- 
al dialing in the country, a top offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

"Wc restored the international 
direct dialing facility in 
Afghanistan/' Mulla Allahdad 
Tabib, the deputy communications 
minister was quoted as saying by 
the Radio Sharia. 

"Our compatriots will benefit 
greatly from the revival of the 
country'.s international telephone 
code number, 0093, in their in- 
coming calls," he said. 

The communication system of 
the country, which had not worked 
for 20 years, stands fully repaired 
now, he. added, announcing that 
the country's official international 
telecommunication code number 
had been reactivated. 

"Afghanistan's right, allocated 
by the United Nations and not 
utilised for 22 years, will be re- 
stored. This is important for our 
country and fellow countr>'men,*' 
Mull Tabib said. 

He added that so far two satel- 
lite installations had been installed 
in the Taliban-conurolled area by 
TSI Telecommunications 
Company of the United States, 
one in Kabul and another in 
Kandahar. 

With the installations of satel- 
lite equipment,- Afghanistan has 
been linked to the rest of the 
worid. In addition, a 500-line digi- 
tal telephone system has been in- 
stalled in Kandahar and a 100- 



linc one in Kabul. 

*These arc ready for opcration 
and Afghans who live abroad will 
soon be able to^talk to Kabul and 
Kaiidahar just by dialing the inter- 
national code." the deputy minis- 
ter added. 

The system will become opera- 
tional soon after the code is. reallo- 
cated. , The . International 
Teiecomniuni cation .Union has 
agreed to reopen the code at inter- 
national levels. ... 
: Mulla Tabib^pressed the iiope 
that this system would soon be in- 
stalled in Afghanistan's. ' other 
province^ ajnd cities. as. well. , . . 

About importing and operating 
mobile phones,, the minister of 
communicati on . said: "We .have 
placed orders .for a mobile tele- 
phone system with foreign compa- 
nies and these will soon be ready 
for operation." ■ 

The minister lamcnte.d that be- 
sides suffering socioeconomic and 
technical hardship and damage, 
Afghanistan and its people had 
been left behind by the progress of 
developing . technology • over the 
past two decades.. 

"One instance of this is the 
communications system, which is 
as important in a country as the 
nervous system of the human 
'body," he said. 

"However, since the establish- 
nient of. - Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 
fruitful steps have been .taken in 
: the service of the country and fel- 
low-counttymen," he added. ^ 



UN urges waning 
Afghans to respiBct civilians 



ISLAMABAD: The United Nations on 
1\iesday urged the Taliban and their 
foes to allow thousands displaced by 
fresh fighting to return home and re- 
buked warring factions for inflicting 
fresh suffering on ordinary people. 

' **I^rties responsible for such dis-' 
asters- cannot, cyrucaily, commit such 
criminal acts, then rum to the United 
Nations and the international com- 
murjiy as a whole to help save their 
own people from disasters provoked 
by those who ciaini to be their coun- 
try's leaders," UN Secretary-General . 
Koi1 Annan said. 

The statement was issued after 
thousands of people fled the Shomali 
plains t\orth of Kabul to escape a mil- 
itary showdown between the 'Mban . 
and its last real foe, zSKm^d Shah 
Masud. 

**The United Nations calls upon 
the Afghan authorities to allow all 
oviliaris, including displaced persons, 
total^. freedom . of movement.. Dis- 
pla<ie<l persons in particular, must re- 
tain the right to* retuni homeim safely'; 
and dignity," it said ' - ' ' " V 

Kamal Hossain, the UN special 
rapporteur on human rights in 
Afghanistan, said: .**It is the civilians 
who have borne the brunt of the 
f.ghting, including indiscriminate 
rocketing and bombing of urban 



areas. 

"Afglianislan has hiad more chan 
- its share of war-w6imdcd>- orphans, 
.'widows and disablai,'* he said in the 
statement / • • 
. The ruling Taliban movement said 
it cleared the Shomali plains, which 
. has an estimated . population ' of 
400,000 people, to protect them 
from getting caught in the latest of- 
fensive. 

Several thousand families have 
been moved to a bombed-out a;;d de- 
. serted former Russian embas.sy in 
building in Kabul where there is an 
acute shortage of drinking water and 
:food. 

. At the same time, Masud has ap- 
♦ pealed for international aid for 
250,000 people he' says fled to his 
Panjsher valley bastion to. escape die 
latest offensive. ' ' . . 

The UN said it was. providing lim- 
ited food aid to about 600 families 
who sought refuge in the, building../ 
'\ ■ •T'Onditlotvs iri the cniwrdcd compotmd'. 
;f are less than ideal- and the health situ-- 
• "atipnbfwoinenaiidchildrenisofpar- 
■ ticular Concern." It said diat forced 
displaccmenrfrorn the Shomali plains, 
and . battle . zones . in. northem 
Afghanistan appeared to have stopped 
and it was sdll trying to assess the 
numbers involved.— Reuters 




forces claim 

• •• ■ 





By Rabimollah YUsutzal 

PESHAWAR The lyiban'again went 
Cfh the offensive Wednesday against 

forces of the opposition Northem 
Alliance commander, Ahmad Shah 
Masud, arid claimed the capture of 
the key alrbase of Bagram and the 
towns of- Kalakan and Qarabagh 
north of Kabul. 

Ahihad Wali Masud, a brother of 
Ahmad Shah Masud and head of 
Afghanistan's embassy in London, 
conceded the loss of Kalakan in an 
interview with the BBC. However, be 
didn't admit the fall of Bagrant and 
^d the two sides were battling for 
the possession of Qarabagh. How^- 
ever, anodier opposition spokesman, 
Blsmiliah Khan, based iivM^^'^"^ ^ 
tive Parwan province, admitted the 
loss of both Kalakan and Qarabagh. 

The Taliban, still smarting from 
dieir retreat from Shomali area north 
of Kabul on August 5 after having 
ckptured most of Parwan and Kapisa 



provinces in a nine^ay offensive, re- 
portedly launched their new attack 
early Wednesday morning from two. 
frontlincs and met litde resistance as 
they swept through Kalakan and! 
Qarabagh. Taliban sources said they ' 
also took Bagram,- sited 60 kllome*; 
tres north of Kabul, rather ea^. 

The Taliban military gains set the. 
stage for yet another attempt on their 
part to seize areas held by Masud in . 
the fertile Shomali valley and inflict a 
decisive defeat on him. Their past 
three attempts in 1996, i997 and the 
one recently to captiire the Masud 
territpry.and then retain It proved lin^ 
successful: On all three occasions,- 
they suffered heavy casualties as elh-: 
hie T^ilcB loyal to Masud revolted 
against Tab*ban nde and forced them 
to withdraw. 

The Taliban, who control about 
90 per cent, of: Afghanistan, have 
vowed to bring the Whole country 
under their rule by defeating Masud,, 
who is the only trdlitary commander 



stin actively resisting them.' ' 

There were also reports of heavy 
bombings by l^iban jet-fighteis on 
the: oppb^tlon-controUed towns in * 
the ShomaH area. 'AimiadW^ Masud 
in his BBiC:interview'eyen accused 
Pakistan government of sending its 
forces tb assist Uie Taliban in tiieir 
latest offehsiye. iEie aBeged that Pak- 
istani Jet-fighters had joined the bat- 
tie and were bombixtg oppo^cm po-.. 
sitibns north of Kabul. Tt is beyond 
the Tediban and their air force to fis^ 
100 soitied to IS happening now/llils : 
is. deteltfeiy the; job of P^tani 
pl^esandpilbt8,'*heidleged.' ;. 
■ ' - HcweviBt;;^k* Taliban leader .re^ 
quedUilg^bhynuty disinisse^^ the al-* 
i^^ohs ieuid $akl the bppodfibh also 
(ame tip' With such e3tciiS<rt'rafter 
e^ry defeat. The Pakistan govern- 
ment time and again has denied that 
no Pakistani soldier or thilitiaman 
was fighting in Afghanistan andnone 
of its aircraft was involved in any op- 
eration there. . 



Taliban team . 
visits madrassas to 
recruit Afghans 

y , Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: ATMiban delegation on 
a mission to recruit Afghan ^udents 
to . reinforce thbir ranks in 
Afghanistan has visited some more 
madrassas in NWFR 

The two-member delegation, led 
by Mdla Abul Hasan Haqqani and 
including Mulla Sadiq, has under- 
taken visits to madrassas in southern 
NWFP Earlier, it visited the Darul 
Uloom Haqqania in Akorai Khattak 
and got a positive response when its 
head Maulana Samiul Haq agreed to 
close down his madrassa for' 1 0 days 
to enable the Afghan students to 
leave, for Afghanistan and reinforce 
the ruling Taliban: Thc/Rdiban dele- 
gation carried a message by tiieir 
supreme leader, Mulla Mohammad 
Omar^ addressed to the Afghan sta- 

,(^ctg^^9(gt$ii3g^iassas in^; 
Dairgaj. in MardaK'aAdiOaxa, Khy-;; 
her Agency, have been closed down 
and their Afghan students were now 
being transported to Afghanistan. 



Taliban securing new 



conquests north of Kabul 



DEH SABZ PASS. Afghanistan 
(AFP) - Afghanistan's Taliban militia 
Thursday launched a clcan-up opexation 
in several districts captured on the ' 
Shamali Plains north of here, ntiiitia 
soldiers and locals coming from the area 
said. 

Villagers who left Qara Bagh, 40 kil- 
ometers north of here, said militia sol- 
diers were conducting a house to house 
search looking for opposition troops 
before they advanced any farther. 

They said that frontlines have been 
pushed back close to a point known as 
.the T-junction on the Old Road where 
the districts of Gul Dara, Dakou, Ka- 
lakan, Istalif, and Qara Bagh are under 
the Taliban's firm control. 

The Taliban drove supporters of op- 
position commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood out of these areas during an 
intense dawn attack on Wednesday. 

Militia soldiers manning a checkpost 
on Dch Sabz Pass, 35 kilometers north 
of Kabul, also said the Taliban would 
focus on securing the Shamali districts. 

*A clean-up operation is under way. 
We"wanrt<3"go ahead step by. step in.. . 
order not to repeat the same mistakes,* 
a Taliban commander told journalists. 

Last week the Taliban took the 
Shamali region and areas in the adja- 
cent Parwan and Kapisa provinces but 
they were pushed back in a counter-of- 



fensive by Masood after holding their 
ground for just three days. 

Anti-Taliban groups claimed they had 
killed around 800 Taliban soldiers in the 
Surprise counter attack. 

Deh Sabz Pass on the New Road leads 
to Bagram airbase, another 50 kilom- 
eters further north, which the Taiiban 
described as a no-man's land. 

*Nobody controls the airpon,' the 
commander said, adding joumalisis 
who intended to drive towards Bagram 
needed permission ftom Mulla Rabba- 
ni, the Taliban's second in command- 
Plumes of smoke were seen coiumn- 
ing skywards from villages in Qara 
Bagh. 

Taliban soldiers said houses had 
caught iire during the fighting. • . 

*The bushes and the firewood, peo^ " 
ple'had"stocked for winter had caused 
the fire.' the militia commander said. 

However, a local carrying his familv 
on a donkey said the Taliban had bum't 
some houses. 'Yes they are bu.Tiing 
some of the houses/- he said. 

Masood has accused the Taliban of 
. torching people's houses and levelling 
their gardeife and farmlands. 

Displaced villagers, on their way to 
the capital, carried a few belongings, 
cattle and water and said the militia told 
them to leave their houses. 

The locals, mostly women, children 



and elderiy people said they left home 
at dawn and had walked out in 40 de- 
gree Centigrade beat. 

Earlier the Afghan opposition ac- 
cused the Taliban and their Pakistani 
supporters of adopting a scorched earth 
policy in the latest round of fighting on 
front lines north of Kabul. 
. An opposition spokesman said in a 
statement that homes had been torched, 
vineyards, orchards and cultivated land 
had been levelled to deter the local pop- 
ulation from returning. 

*The objective by the enemy as ob- 
served from Kalakan, Guldara, Dakou 
and Istalif is clearly the complete forced 
deportarion of the civilian population, 
including women and children tiurough 
wreaking havoc.' 

The 'statement said he'avy artillery 
• barrages and air sorties 'including the 
\isc of cluster bombs on August 10 had 
preceded the withdrawal of the opposi- 
tion from the combat zone.* 

Masood controls the northeastern 
provinces and stands as the last obsta- 
cle capable of diwarting total Taliban 
control of Afghanistan, after five years 
of civil war. The milida already con- 
trols most of the country. 

Opposition claims were carried in a 
press statement issued by its foreign 
affairs department which is headed by 
Masood's main spokesman Abdullah. 



Smuggling of heroin 'ingredients' 
^ to Afghanistan on the rise 



By F..M, SliAKIL 

PESHAWAR - Trafficking in 
contraband substances to war- 
ravaged Afghanistan has lately 
been stepped up as' demand for 
acids and chcmicnls used in man- 
ufacturing heroin has been on the 
wane in the tribal market. 

ITie network of heroin labora- 
tories in tribal areas is grailually 
bei.ag shifted lo remote, inacces^ 
sibie parts of Afghani;>fan, ofTi- 
cial sources Monday rold The 
Fronlicr Post. 

The sources revealed that the 
acids ami chemicals used in hero- 
in production were smuggled 
across the Durnnd Line together 
with • secop.drhaiid items and 
scrao. 

» 

In connivance with officials 
posted at Torkham, local ex- 
porters dealing in scrap and sec-. 



ond-iiaiid goods smuggle these 
chei:;ical drums under bogus in- 
voices. 

*'Just a single drum taken to 
Afghanistan fetches a handsome 
profit in addition to meeting (nx 
obligations and transportation cx- 
pct:5;c$/' the sources continued, 
accu:>ing personnel of I aw -en- 
forcing agencies of taking Rs 
50()0 in bribes to allow one truck 
to cross the Pak-.Afghun border. 

The chemical dnim.s aic "cn- 
crally concealed in heaps of scarp 
;uk1 uaily-u.se items. Valid cxp<u*t 
documents arc prepared (o give 
(he narcotic ingrcdieni.s traffick- 
ing c, legal cover. 

Tribal areas were no more a 
safe sanctuary for running heroin 
labs, they pointed out, saying that 
the iribal belt had until recently 
been a centre of quality heroin 



produced in makeshift labs situ- 
ated not too far away from the 
provincial metropolis. 

'lae stringent measures adopt- 
ed recently by sensitive agencies 
under pressure from the US have, 
liowcver, prompted these heroin 
manufactuters to shift their busi- 
ness to Jalalabad, Sarobi and in- 
icrior Afghanistan. 

is comparatively easy to 
smuggle the finishetl and retlnec! 
stuff from Afghanistan to. 
European and American markets 
via Central Asian republics and 
Turkey/' said an Afghan .source, 
who alleged that Taliban provid- 
ed protection and patronage to 
these lab.s and in return collected 
huge sums. 

Sources close to local ox- 
porters claimed that some .NGO 



with the support of SAFRAN. 
were involved in large-scale ex- 
port of edibles and daily-use items 
to Afghanistan. 

They said that in defiance of 
mstrjcrions from the Commerce 
Ministry, the powerful SAFRAN 
was issuuio oermits for the export 
of essential commodities, includ- 
ing edible oils, sugar, flour and a 

host of other consumer item.s, to 
.Afghanistan. 

The h?cal exporters have 
lodged a string of complaints with 
the relevant quarters but of no 
avail. They claimed that a majori- 
ty of SAFRAN permits were be- 
ing misused by unscrupulous ele- 
ments, who smuggle contraband 
items including chemicals and 
acids used in the manufacture of 
heroin. 



Over 5,000 religious 

leave for Kabul 




• , ■ By Abdullah Jan 

PESHAWAR: More !than 5,000 stu- 
dents from -different, religious 
schools in . Frontier left for 
Afghanistan Thursday to reinforce 
the Taliban ranks in their *'holy war" 
against the northern opposition al- 
liance. 

/"Today, we dispatched at least 
5,000 men,* said a Taliban source 
in Peshawar, requesting not to be 
named. He said about 300 Toyota 
Hiace vans,- each carrying 18 Tal-- 
iban, left for interior of the war-bat- 
tered country from different parts " 
of the Frontier and the adjoining 
tribal areas. 

Students leaving for Afghanistan 
also include Pakistani nationals, 
whose families have no objection. 
"They have to show the willingness 
of their parents," said another Tal- 
iban source. "Only 2 per cent of the 
students with us are Pakistani. The. 
rest are Afghans," explained Maulvi 
Llaqat, an official of a madrassa in 
Peshawar.;. . " ' 

;!Thj[s process is to. continue for 
another iwo^ree days,** said a rep- 
resentafeve of the Taliban move- 
ment office (Numaindagi) in Pe- 
shawar MauM Amitullah. 

"I am going to . cleanse the 
*^ghan society of all the evils," said 
an enthusiastic ZabiuUah, 20, a stu- 
dent of Daral Uloom Darvesh,.Pe- 



* • # ■ . 

shawai; which sent about 1,000 stu- 
dents for.fighting along the militia. . 
Hailing from Laghman province in 
central Afghanistan, Zabi Is to fight 
lus first jehad. .. 

Another 1,000. -Taliban from 
Darul Uloom Haqqania in Akora 
Xhattak, about §0 kilometres east 
of Peshawar,' left in 25 vehicles for 
the Pak-Afghan border at T^rkhum 
in Khyber Agency for their onward 
journey, to the Afghan capital via 
Jalalabad. . ' 

. Reports reaching here from the 
southern districts of the Frontier re- 
vealed that 750 students of Daral 
Uloom Zargari on the outskirts of . 
Hangu were dispatched to the east- 
ern Khosx province of Afghanistan.- 
They are to travel to Kabul via 
Gardez and Logar provinces from 
Khost. A total of 2,500 students left 
different madrassas in Kohat and 
Kangu districts in south of the 
Frontier. A Daral Uloom in Kahi 
area in Hahgii proper, Daral Uloom 
Bara in Khyber Agency and Daral 
Uloom, Dagai, in Mardan also sent 
their students to participate in 
-jehad", ' 

Exceptions exist even among the 
students of religious schools,- with 
no .love for jehad in Afghanistan.* 
Tm against this jehad and am not 
going.to Afghanistan," said a Tjyik 
: student of a madrassa in Peshawar 
who hails from the Par\jsher valley, 



the hometown of Commander. 
Ahmad Shah • Masud yin . Kapisa 
province. Heasked for , anonymity. . 

Maulvi Amirullah said once in- 
side Afghanistan, Taliban adminis.- 
tration will provide conveyance to 
tlxe new comers. They wiU trayel di- 
rect to the frontline," he informed. 
;. . Religious schools in W^YP were 
closed down temporarily on a spe- 
cial request, by the ruling Taliba.n of 
Afghanistan. The students militia 
need in^mediate reinforcement to 
respond to the recent counter at- 
tacks by Commander Ahmad. Shah 
Masud-led northern alliance. 

A tw:o-member delegation of Tal- 
iban adn\inistration in Kabul visited 
the religious schools in NWFP and 
Baiochistan, asking the. schools ad- 
ministration to declare holidays so 
that students coi^d go for "jehad". 

Most of the madrassas in the 
Frontier have been closed down for 
10 days while others for a fortnight. 
There are still others having been 
closed for an unspecified period of 
time. Classes are suspended only 
for the older students while the 
youngsters will continue to attend 
their classes. *3elow 15 are not pt; 
lowed to go/ explained ArniruUah." 

Before leaving to reinforce the 
Tiliban fighters, those leaving for 
Afghanistan were delivered sermons 
by their teachers early Thursday 
morning. 



Annan condemns Taliban 
for displacement of civilians 



/UNlt'ED NATIONSVUN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan ^trongly con- 
demned Afghanistan'sTaliban *goy- 
ernment'. for forcibly relocating 
thousands of civilians and demanded 
that the IWiban observe interiuUionai 
humanitarian law. 

In a statement here on Tuesday, 
he urged, the parties to immediately 
end the conflict and take measures to 
ensiire the protection of civilians in 
armed conflict. 

On July 28, the Taliban launched 

^ summer offensive in northern 
Afghanistan and scored early victo- 
ries. But opposition forces loyal to 
Tajik leader Ahmed Shah Massood 
. have driven the Taliban from most of 
the newly won territory. 
. Annah's spokesman ManoeUde 
Almeida-e-SiK-a said the UN chief was 
deeply distressed and alarmed by re- 
ports of Nvidespread violations of 
human rights and international hu- 



manitarian law in Af ghahistah, ^e- 
cially in the Shomali valley about 25 
miles north of Kabul 

He claimed that Taliban fighters 
burned down village and crops in 
the newly captured Shomali valley 
and forced men,* women and children 
out of their homes. . . 

Since the weekend, the United Na- 
tions said about 19,000 p^ple from . 
the Shomali valley, have entered.the 
capital Kabul. , ' 

According to the UN. High Com- *• 
missioned for Refugees in Geneva, 
the Taliban have, arrested about' 
1 ,000 displaced men among the hew 
arrival in Kabul, ail Tajiks. • 

The secretary-general called on 
the warring parties to ensure the safe 
and free movement of relief workers. 

Annan asserted that however/the 
primary responsibility for the welfare 
of the Afghan civilians rests. with, 
those who had displaced them from 



their homes. ■ ^• 

The secretary-general is also 
deeply concerned over reports that 
students as ybuiig as 14 were in- 
volved in the fighting and called on 
the warring parties to. respect the 
Convention oii the Bights of the 
Child. " . ' ■ 

The convention, adopted by the 
United Nations in 1989 and signed 
by all "members except So.malia and 
the Unlted.States, affirms the right of 
. children to special protection, op- 
portunities and facilities for.a healtl^, 
normal development * 

Earlier this month, the UN Secu- 
rity CouhcU condemned the Taliban 
• offensive and demanded that the 
militia resume peace talks that failed 
last month. ' 

In a statement, the Coundl hinted 
at possible future action against the 
Icdiban to compelthe- militia to corh-^ 
ply with UN demands for peace.--AP 




an opposition 
claims niore gains 

/ter ^^oB /s^^^ TaUban killed; Islamic militia denies 



Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: A military commander 
\of the anti-iyiban alliance claimed 

• Tuesday that Asmar . district in Kunar 

• rprovince in eastern Afghanistan had 
" fallen to the opposition. 

Malik Zarin told The News that 
the Asmar town fell at 4 pm after 
day-long fighting in which eight to 
ten Taliban soldiers were killed. 
• "We lost a commander, Hsyi 
Qayyum, and one of our fighters, 
Guinooi; was wounded in the fight- 
ing," he said through his son frotn 
Dir district of Pakistan bordering 
Kunar. He said the towns of Dangam 
and Nishagram were still in Taliban 
hands. 

Earlier, Taliban official iMnlla 
AtiQuliah, who is head of the infor- 
mation department in Jalalabad, de- 
nied the opposition claims and sadd 
Asmar, Khewa, Darra-i-Noor and 
Narang were all in TaUban control 
and the attacks by the rebels had 



been repulsed. 

He said the local people too re- 
.sisted the attacks and tlie attackers 
left many dead and wounded. He 
also claimed the opposition attacks 
in Laghman province were being 
fought off; 

Senior TaUban spokesman, Mulia 
Wakil Ahmad Mutawwakil, earlier 
said Ghor proxancial capital, 
Chaghchan, was firmly in Taliban 
hands. 

He said Bagram airbase was 
presently a no-man's land and the 
frontlines north of Kabul were near 
Qarabagh and Kalakan. 

AFP adds: The Afghan opposition 
said 1\iesday it had launched a series 
of surprise attacks on Taliban forces 
in a bid to pile pressure on the Is- 
lamic militia and draw its troops 
. away from the capital Kabul. 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah 
said 80 Taliban soldiers were killed 
in an attack in the the eastern 
provinces of Kunar, Laghman and 



Nangarhar near the Pakistan border 
and the Khyber Pass. 

A further 12 Taliban died during 
a strike on militia positions in central 
Ghor province where the opposition 
temporarily held the provincial capi- 
tal of Cha^charan, he said. 

"One of the aims of these opera- 
tions is to draw Taliban soldiers 
away frorn Kabul front lines, and to 
put' more'pressure on the militia,^ 
Abdullah. said. 

The lidiban has pushed the Kabul 
front Knes back to 50 kilometres (30 
miles) north of the. capital since it 
launched its summer offensive. 

Abdullah said filing was heavy 
Tuesday morning near Asadabad in 
-central Kimar. 

"I'hese operations prove the Tal- 
iban lie, their claims that they have 
brought security to Afghanistan. Peo- 
ple rise against them whenever they 
can seize- the. opportunity,** he said. 

The Kabul front lines were quiet 
Tliesday 
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Xfghan religious students pose serious threat to law & order 



By IMTIAZ HUSSAIN 

PESHAWAR - Law-enforcing 
agencies fear that Afghan students 
studying in different NWPP semi- 
naries pose a potencial thr(^nt to 
law and order in the province. 

*Thc threat has become all the 
more menacing after students of 
.Afghnn c.ngin were stopped from 
going to Kabul to provide- rein- 
forcements to Taliban/' a high- 
ranking official in the Minisiryof 
Interior told The Froncicr Post 
Wednesday. 

Tlic Taliban recently sought re- 
inforcements from religious insti- 
tutions in the NWF? lor their 
summer offensive against the 

forces of Ahmad Shah .Masood. 

The government of Paki.st;in. 
however, did not allow such .stu- 
dents to cross the Durand Line for 
joining Taliban forces. Foreign 
Minister Sartaj A?az confirmc^i 
earlier in the week that students 
fro.Ti Pakistani seminaries had 
been barred from going to Kabul. 

Ii wil! be relevant lo mention 
here in passing that 15,700 stu- 
dents of Afghan origin arc en- 
rolled in different reli'sious instj- 
tuiions across the NWFR These 
hsra-core students are seen as po- 
tencial suppon to the orthodox 
mili'ia, which controls almost 90 
per cent of Afghanistan. 

In addition^to the Afghan stu- 



dents v^'ho are only a fraction of 
the :oiaI strength of these seminar- 
ies, iiicir fellows also readily iden- 
tify themselves with Taliban-like 
movements in the region. 

By n conservative estimate, 
more than one lakh students are 
on the strength of Frontier's reli- 
gious institutions, fifteen of which 
are perceived as a major threat to 
liaw and order, an FIA official re- 
vealed. 

The oftlcial. who wished not to 
be named, said thai such students 
undergo guerrilla warfare training 
ap:jrt "from instructions in reli- 
gious education. 

"Theirs is not as simple an edu- 
cation as most people have come 



to perceive/* he noted. 

"Seen against the backdrop of 
the recent spate of warnings from 
religious scholars to the "United 
States against a possible attack on 
Afghanistan, stopping Afghan stu- 
dents from going to their country 
might cause trouble for the 
provincial government," a 
Frontier police official opi.ned. 

It was learnt that a meagre 
number of the institutions, work- 
ing in the NWFP, are funded 
through Zakat funds. A large 
number of theSe are funded by the 
Arab countries. 

For instance, there are 48 reli- 
gious institutions functioning in 
Peshawar and its adjacent areas. 



of which 32 are being run through 
the foreign money whereas the re- 
maining are being run through 
Zakat funds. In Mardan. Kohat, 
D.I. Khan, Hazara and Swat divj. 
sions, about 679 religious semi- 
naries are functioning, of which 
about 400 are run by forei<»n 
countries. ^ 
There are institutions in the 
tribal and Northern areas which 
are run by individuals. *The total 
number of registered religious in- 
stitutions IS about 1000," a source 
in the provincial government dis- 
cioscd. 

He informed that there were 
some neutral religious institutions 
in the province which are so far 

away from any politics inside or 
outside the country. 

The sources said that there 
were serious reservations of the 
foreign missions, working in the 
NWFR about the existence of the 
institutions. They said that about a 
week back, a senior official of the 
US government arrived in 
Peshawar and particularly dis- 
cussed this issue with his local 
counterparts. 

It was learnt that the activities 
of the religious institutions were 
also monitored by some foreign- 
ers, following the threats by some 
religious parties to US citizens, 
who reached here, eariy last 
month. 



Taliban claim gains 

ainst opposition 



ISLAMABAD: Afglianistan's Taliban 
militia Sunday claimed it had driven 
out opposiiion troops from a key 
district in eastern Laghman 
province after several days of fight- 
ing. 

"The district of Daulat Shah was 
retaken by Taliban this morning 
after three hours of fighing,* the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quoted 
a senior Taliban official as saying. 

Maulvi Sadar Azix, the Islamic 
militia's deputy chief in the eastern 
zone, told the Pakistan-based 
agency that the attack on the dis- 
trict was launched after wiping ou^ 
opposition in three nearby pockets. 
The rival troops had now been vir- 
tually driven ouc of the whole 
province, the Taliban official said. 

He said the Taliban had already 
"crushed opposition intrusion" in 
two other eastern provinces, Kunar 
and Nangarhar. No independent 
confirmation of the Taliban claim or 
any comment from the opposition AFI* 



was immediately available. 

Forces loyal to anti-Taliban com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masud earlier 
this month claimed to have taken 
several districts in the eastern re- 
gion bordering Afghani.<rtan in a sc- 
ries of surprise attacks. 

The opposition said the attacks 
were aimed at drawing Taliban 
troops away from the Kabul front- 
lines. The Islamic militia, which 
controls more than SO per cent of 
Afghanistan, launched a m^yor of- 
fensive north of Kabul on July 28 in 
a bid to neutralise Masud, the last 
hurdle to Taliban control of the en- 
tire country. 

After initial setbacks, Masud".? 
forces contained the Taliban push 
lowards his traditional bastion of 
northeastern Pai\jsher valley, i 00 
kilometres from Kabul. The front- 
lines, now located 50 kilometres 
from Kabul, have been relatively 
quiet for the past several days.— 



ipidemic claims 



KABUL: A cholera epidemic has 
spread through a refugee commu- 
nity in central Afghanistan's Pai\ishir 
Valley, killing more than 660 people 
in the last 10 days, most of them 
children, opposition spokesman Mo- 
hammed Aiif said TUesday. 

Arif said 250,000 people who 
fled the bitter fighting in Parwan 
and 'Kapisa provinces, north of 
Kabul, are huddled homeless In the 
Pai\j$hir \WIe>; the stronghold of opr 
position leader Ahmed Shah Mas- 
sood. 

The conditions are horrific, he 
told The Associated Press in a satel- 
lite tel^hone interview. * 

"We have no shelter for these 



Afghi 



: dependency corrfirmed, however a 
delegation from the United Nations 
Hi^ Commission for Refugees cur- 
rently is'in the Paiyshir Valley to as- 
sess the conditions there. 

The most desperately needed 
items are shelter material, like plas- 
tic sheeting, food and wood for 
fires, he said. Some help has come 
from aid organizations but it has 
only begun to trickle in, he said. 

"We need so much and we have 
received very little, the refugees are 
angry," hie S2ud. 

The refugees fled to the Pai\jshir 
Valley, some 56 miles north of Kabul, 
after heavy fighting broke out last 
month between the Taliban reli^ous 



people. They are living under the - army which rules most of Afghaidstan 



trees,*, he said- 
Cholera, spread • through the 
refugee population in the last two 
weeks causing the death of more 
than 660, he said. Many of the dead, 
r according to Arif, are children who 
already were weak from lack of 
food. • • 

Arif's figures or information 
about the epidemic could not be in- 



and the northern-based alliance. 

The Taliban gained control of 
both Parwan and Kapisa provinces 
from the opposition in heavy fight- 
ing. The opposition later regained 
control. The fighting was intense 
with both sides using heavy 
weapons and the Taliban religious 
army said to have used helicopter 
gun ships and fighter jets.— AP 



US accounts freeze 
fails to hit Ariana 
Afghanflights 

DUBAI: Operations of Afghanistan s 
national airline Ariana remain unin- 
terrupted almost two weeks after 
the United States froze $ 500,000 
of the airline s assets,* an ^line of- 
ficial in the United Arab Emu:ates 
said on Sunday. 

The US government said this 
montli it had identified $ 500,000 
of Ariana*s assets that would be 
blocked and was banning US firms 
and individuals from doing business 
witli the airline as part of moves to 
put pressure on the Islamic Taliban 
militia to stop protecting Saudi- 
born dissident Osamabin Laden. 

Mullah F^rid Ahmad, Ariana's, 
UAE station manager, said U\e air- 
line was not involved in politics. 
"This is an airline. This is not in- 
volved in any politics. The airline is 
' working for civilian people,'' he told 
Reuters. 

The United Slates has accused 
Bin Laden of involvement in the 
bombing of its embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania last year.— Reuters 
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Afghan opp rei ects 
Pakistan's peace bid 



DUSflAtNBE (AFP) - Afghan 
groups allied (o oppo-silion com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood 
have rejected Pakistan's offer (o 
mediate in peace talks with the 
Taliban, an Afghan dclcgnlion 
said here Thursday. 

"We have rejected Ihe mcdia- 
iion projjosai of the Pakistan dele- 
gation. ** said Muhammad Yunus 
Konuni, licnd of the Afghan dclc- 
, galion. 

"\Vc explained to the Pakistani 
representatives that they cannot 
act as niedtators because a media- 
tor is a neutral and impartial per- 
son and they arc at war against 
us," he told reporters. 

Konuni, wlio met with Interior 
Secretary Unslam Shnh in the 
'tajik cnpilul, called on l*;ikistan to 
end its support for the Taliban 
miliiia and to "withdraw its forces 
from Afghan territory.*' 

Islamabad has repeatedly de- 
nied claims that it is supporting 
the Taliban, an Islamic hardline 
militia which now controls most 
of Afghanistan. 

But delegations fiom the 
Afghan opposition ami Pakistan 



will meet again next week al- 
though no firm dale or venue for 
the talks have been set. 

Another AFP report from 
Kabul said that talks between 
Afghanistan's " opposition and 
Pnkistan aimed at ending the 
Afghan civil v/ar failed after 
Islamabad denied any formal sup- 
port for thy ruling Taliban regime, 
tlic opposition said Wednesday. 

"There were two perceptions. 
Pakistan's v/as that they had come 
to try and mediate but this was not 
our perception," the opposition's 
main spokesman Abdullah said of 
today's talks in Dushanbe 



UN provides aid' 
to w^-affectees 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The United Nations 
has begun providing limited food as- 
sistance to civilians displaced" by the 
recent fighting around the' front lines 
north of Kabul. So far. approximately 
five hundred families, who have found 
refuge in an abandoned diplomatic 
compound in ICabul. are being assist- 
ed. The World Food Programme, in 
collaboration with the NGO MEDAIR 
: has provided one time food aid to these" 
famines; while Habitat and CARE axe 
establishing sanitary facilities. Condi- 
lions in the crowded compound are less 
than ideal, and the health slmation of 
women and children is of particular 
concern. 



UN 



Afgh: 



ing all involvement 

ani scholar 
offers reward for 
Clinton's head 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - An Afghani 
religious scholar Sunday offered to pay 
a reward of five million afghanis (113 
dollars) to anyone who killed US Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton, the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) said, 

The scholar.. Maulana Abdur Rahim 
Muslimdost. told AIP his offer was in 
retaliation for the five-nuIHon-doIIar 
reward posted by the United States for 
(he arrest of Osama bin Laden. 

'I will pay five million afghanis for 
anyone who kills Bill Clinton. It is lit- 
tle, but in my view his head is not worth 
more,* the agency quoted Mulsimdcst 
as saving. 

The scholar, who lives in Peshawar, 
scid the US *{s the biggest tenx>rist in 
the world and an enemy who wants to 
destroy Maslims'. 

He warned any US attack against 
Afghanistan for sheltering Osama 
would entail ^dangerous consequences*- 

Several local dailies also said a Paki- 
stani religious leader, Mufti Nizamud- 
din Shamzai, issued a Fatwa Saturday, 
calling on Muslims to wage war against 
America. 

Sahmzai, President of Majlis Taawan 
Islami, issued the Fatwa in a speech at 
a seminar, accusing the US of hatching 
conspiracies against the Islaniic world, 
the reports said. 

Afghanistan's ruling Taliban Sanir- 
day condemned last year's missile raid 
and accused Washington itself of ter- 
rorism. 



"Our first problem is (hey arc if Tr' V^v. • 
using regular army Pakistan .J V"^*.^ ^^^^F ^^st alerted 
troops and so called volnntccrs (o significant population displace- 

so|>poc< the 'ralil)an and wc asked '^^^^ August 2. While forced dis- 
(licm U) poll them out. ll's obvi- placement from the Shomali valley area 
0U3, the whole world knows s^^nis to have ceased, the United Na- 
about this and they denied it," he ^lons is still trying to determine the 
said. numbers affected both it. Kabul and in 

"It was a tailed meeting, in northern Afghanistan. This task has 
^•^^ ' " complicated by what appear to be 

Abdullah accused Pakistan of inflated reports of civilian displace- 
(rying to be "poliocinan iuid mcnt, issued by both sides to the con- 
jiidge" hut added "ihcy kept deny- flict. 

I" addition to the families accommo- 



. dated in diplomatic compound, a large 
! number of other recently displacedfam- 
I ilies in Kabul have found refuge with 

friends and relatives in the capital. Staff 
from the United Nations, the Red 
Cross. Medicines sans Frontiers 
{MSP), MEDAIR, and CARE are 
assessing their health and living 
conditions. 

While there is sufficfent food and 
medicine for those in need at present, 
the United Nations in Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan is making contingency ar- 
rangements to pre-posidon humanitar- 
ian supplies in the event of increased 
need. An dssessmtnt mission in Bada- 
khshan has advised that such pre-posi- 
lioning is necessary under the present 
circumstances. 



iBuban deny 
recruiting children 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - 
Taliban have denied recruiting 
children for military service in 
Afghanistan terming such rc- 
pozis as irresponsible and un- 
called for. In an interview witli 
the BBC. a senior spokesman 
»or the Taliban, Maulvi Wakil 
A.hmed Mutawaakel: said they 
had never uied to recruit chiU i 
dren for military service rather 
have set up high-powered 
commissions to purge the 
armed forces of children. 
Taliban, he said, had tried to 
withdraw thymic who have se- 
cretly or voluntarily gone to 
the frontlines because their 
presence cannot prove benefi- 
cial at all to the Taliban. 



f involvement in 
irAfghan conflict 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
Onued Nanons ,s "worried" 
over the increasing recruitment 
ofyoung students from reiiaiou, 
schools in Pakistan by^ Thl 

said Friday. 
The process has been coin;' 
on tor sometime and wc arS 

UnTcEF ' increasing:- 
A fll • "^^Pfescntative for 
Afghanrstan. Losits-Georeos 
Arscnault. told reporters at The 
UN information centre here 

vfct- f ''l"", ^^c'ss-'t'on recently 
visued Pakistan to recruit 
around 2.500 Afghan and 
faicistani youths from seminar- 
ICS. in the northwestern region 
he said. 

Earlier this month the UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
himself expressed "deep con- 
cern over reports of the in- 
volvement in the conflict of stu- 
dents, some as young as 14. 

Annan called on "the warrinc 
parties to respect the convention 
on the rights of the child. 

ArsenauU would not "qaanti- 
ly now tnany youths were in- 
vo ved in the Afghan fighiing. 
»ut reports in the Pakistani 

5 000 stuoents. mostly Afghans, 

ranksl * 

UN coordinator for 
Afghanistan, . Broneck 
Szynalski.-saiU tens of thou- 
""i^ of Afghans displaced by 
the fighting north of Kabul over 
the past several weeks should be 
allowed by the Taliban to return 
to their homes. 

He said 30.000 to 40.000 peo- 
ple had fled to Kabul since the 

7n^Ann K^?^ "^"""^^ a"^' around 
70,000 had taken refuge in the 
Panjsher valley, the base of op! 

^hflx°.i" commander Ahmad 
onah Masood. 

Non-governniental interna- 
tional humanitarian groups in 
Panjsher have put the number of 

w.Soo' 

urged the warrini' 
parties to realize the gravity cCf 

nrnKi """^"""'L^^ huoianiiJi;. :| 
problem and respond Uy V\ 
calls to si: down to settle dis 
putes and end the bloody civil 

war . - / VI > M 




Omar escapes unhurt 
in Kandaliar blast 

10 killed, 35 iryured; United States, 
Northern Alliance deny involvement 



' . By RahfmuHah Ylisufzai 

PESHAWARVA'powerful car bomb 
• explosion outside the home of Tal- 
•ib!&;SupreSn^4eader Mulla Moham- 
mad Omar iii Kandahar, southwest- 
ern Afghanistan, Tiesday night Wiled 
.at least 10 persons and caused in- 
. jured to .another 35. 
• ' Senior 'ftdiban spokesman; Mulla 
WaM^Ahmad MutawwaJdl, told The 
News that Mulla Omar and members 
of his family escaped the bombing 
and were safe. 
- Speaking from Kandahar, he said 
i among the 10 victims of the blast 
I were some of -Mulla Omar's security 
. guards and his house was also par- 
tially damaged. 

* Eyewitnesses in Kandahar said 
the explosion was so huge that their 
own Opuses in distant parts of the 
city were rattled by its impact. 

They said the explosion kicked 
up so much diist and stones that 
they thought the US, which on Au- 
gust 20 last year attacked Saudi dis- " 
sident Osama.^bin Laden's hideouts 
'tn'iChost in southern Afghanistan 
with' cruise missiles, has again 
started raining missiles on their 
country. 

• However, it became clear by 
Wednesday morning that a lorry 
. stuffed with explosives had exploded 
at the gate of Mulla Omar's house in 
Kandahar's posh Shahre Nau locality 
at 10.02 pm Hiesday night 

Tra£6c becomes thin by this time 
in Kand^iar as the daily night-time 
crurf ew starts at 11 pm and, there- 
fore, the sccuritymen at Mulla 
Omar's home were alerted when 
they saw the truck suspiciously 
parked near their- gate. 
, Sources in Kandahar said the 

lorry exploded when the security 

.... ^ . 

guards igiuted its engine to drive it 
away. They said all those killed were 
blown into pieces and it was difficult 
to retrieve their body organs or iden- 
tify them. Among the victims were a 
number of bypassers. 

The Taliban immediately cor- 
doned-off the"' Shahre Nau area, 
where the offices of UN, ICRC and 
several NGOs are located and is the 
abode of top 'Mban leaders. 

The Pakistani consulate, whose 
doors and windows were also dam- 
aged by the impact of the blast, is 
also located in Shahre Nau. Sources 
said nobody was allowed Wednesday 



to go near the site of the blast, mak- 
ing information-gathering difficult. 
All this while, Taliban ambulances 
kept coming and going and their 
leaders visited MuBa Omar's home. 

The sources said the explosion 
was so severe that it dug up a big 
crater and water in the ground and 
scores of buildings in Shahre Nau 
and its adjoining localities suffered 

damage. TTie buiUings which suffered 
paitial damage included tliose hous-- 
ing the governor's guest-house, Radio 
Shariat Kandahar and foreign min- 
istry. 

Taliban spokesman Mutawakil 
said investigations had been launched 
to imearth those who sponsored the 
explosion. "No arrest has yet been 
made and we don't want to blame 
anyone prematurely," he said, 

\Vhcn asked whether he suspected 
Mban's internal or external oppo- 
nents for the blast, he said the Taliban 
had many enemies and it wasn't yet 
dear as to who was behind this act of 
terror and cowardice. 

Another Tab'ban spokesman, Mulla 
Abdul Hye Mutraain, told The hfews 
that the conspirators had failed in 
their attempt to eliminate Mulla 
Omar. **It was a well-planned and so- 
phisticated job and it must have re- 
quired months of planning," he 
opined. 

Though the Taliban re&ained firom 
publicly accusing anyone for the 
bombing, their supporters in- 
Afglianistan and Pakistan pointed out 
that they have a number of enemies 

ranging from the opposition Noitiiem 
Alliance to the US and its allies as well 
as Iran. 

Most of them pointed accusing 
fingers at the US and alleged it had 
tiie capability to make available such 
a huge quantity of explosives to paid 
agents and carry out a sophisticated 
job. 

Tlie bombing of Mulla Omar's 
home in the headquarters of his five- 
year old Taliban Islamic movement 
also raised questions about tlte level 
and quality of TEiiiba^ security. / 

Observers noted that it v^«asn't the 
first time that the lapses in the Tad- 
iban security arrangements had been 
exposed and enabled tlieir opponents 
to target the founder and supreme 
leader of theu: movement. 

Reuters adds: The Wliite House 
said on Wednesday that the United 
States was" not involved in a bombing 



near the residence of the supreme 
leader of the country's IMban move- 
ment. 

.*We're aware of the explosion but 
we're not aware of the origins of that 
explosion beyond knowing that it was 
not something we were involved in," 
White House spokesman Joe Lock- 
hart told reporters here covering 

President Bill Clinton's vacation. 

Meanwhile, the US embassy in Is- 
lamabad conveyed the following 
statement from the Department of 
State in Washington: "We have re- 
ceived reports about a large explo- 
sion in Kandahar, Afghanistan Tues- 
day night local time. We cannot 
confirm the extent of damage of In- 
juries. The United States government 
was not involved in any wy in this in- 
cident StiitemciiLs to the contrary are 
baseless." 

AFP adds: Afghanistan's anti-Tal- 
iban alliance said Wednesday it was 
not responsible for any assassination 
attempt on the life of the nding Tal- 
iban's supreme leader Mulla Moham- 
mad Omar. 

Opposition general Sayed Anwari 
said Tuesday's massive bomb explo- 
sion near Omar's house was the r^ult 
of frustrated locals venting their 
anger at the militia. 

We cannot take responsibility for 
this act. We have not done it This is 
the reaction of the people of Kanda- 
har after Pakistan religious scholars 
armounced a Jehad against Afghan 
people* he said \ 

There will be more of such inci^ 
dents against Pakistan," Anwari said. 

The Kandahar blast Ls the reac- 
tion of the people of Kandahar 
against the Pakistani in\'asion. This 
shows the luitied of our freedom lov; 
ing people agamst Mulla Omar who 
brought the Pakistanis to 
Afgh^iistan," Anwari said. *Tlits spirit 
is strengthening," he added. 

NNl adds: A group of PakisUmi re- 
ligious scholars remained unhurt in 
the huge bomb explosion in Kc'inda- 
har, sources clo«: to the uJema leam 
said Wednesday. 

A five-member delegation of 
Jamial Ulema-e-lslam (Sainiid ilaq 
group) 3alochistan province was 
staying in governor Kandahar's rest 
house, which was very close to tlie 
venue of tlie blast, JUl sources saki. 

TThe delegation had gone to Kan- 
dahar to renew support to Taliban in 
their move to protect Osanui bin 
Laden in the wake of American 
threats,*! they said. The delegation in- 
cluded Maulana Shan-ud-Din Akhuiv 
zada, Maulvi Abdul Kiuim, Alaulvi 
. BuzuUah; Abu Ajm^ Maulvi 
' Ahmed Shah Abdullahzai. 

■ The JUI leaders were scheduled to 
• meet IWiban leaders, including the 
militia's supreme leaders Muiia Mo- 
.hanunad Ornate. 



Taliban razin 





Xicultural setup 



ISLAMABAD: United Nations officials 
here Friday reported that Taliban 
have been comniittmg "systematic de- 
struction" of agricultural infrastruc- 
ture north of Kabul in the fertile 
Shamali plain seized by the mil itia this 
month. 

''Previously Taliban authorities 
burned houses and crops, but they 
are now engaged in systematic de- 
struction of agricultural infrastruc- 
ture," a spokeswoman for the? W co- 
ordinator for Afghanistan ' told 

reporters. 

Stephanie Bunker, citing informa- 
tion collected by independent moni- 
tors from displaced people arriving in 
Kabul, said the destruction included 
irrigation work and would have seri- 
ous "long term consectuences.** ' 

She said the number of war-dis- 



placed seeking shelter in Kabul was 
now approaching 40,000 with 200 to 
300 new fanulies reaching the Afghan 
capital every day. 

Bunker did not give the possible 
motive for the destruction, but 
sources linked it to Taliban military 
strategy to force the local population 
to stay away because of their sus- 
pected hostility toward the militia. 

Another 65,000 to 70,000 people 
uprooted by recent fi^xting between 
the Taliban and opposition comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood's forces 
north of Kabul were in his Par\jsher 
valley stronghold, 100 kilometers 
.northeast of the capital. 

The number was based on esti- 
mates by^an aid group operating in 
Pai\jsher, while the UN awaits the re- 
SrW turn next week of its five-member as- 



sessment mission currently in the 
area, Bunker sa^d. 

In Kabul, f ood aasistance from the 
UN's Worid Fbod Programme (WFP) 
was being distributed amqng several 
thousand refugees camping in the 
diplomatic compound there,' with 
local authorities also providing bread 
daily. 

The UN has extended food distri- 
bution among .the displaced for 30 
days, Bunker said. 

She said more than 100 tonnes of 
WFP food from Tsyikistan would 
reach the Parysher valley In a few 
days. 

"The UN is particularly concerned 
about the plight of some 15.000 
refugees in PaAJsher who are living 
without shelter and blankets and have 
little to eat," Bunker said. —AFP • 
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Pakistan denies 

interference 
in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (APP)^ . _ 
Slami.'iau' Ahnicfl cn!i:goricaily rc- 
;i»co:nion5 ol Pakistan's in- 
vnJvemcni in (he fiehting in 
AJghanisiiin, 

"Hiesc are loia]?y inalicious and 
baseless allegnlions. Ifiesc .ire 
bill a rig,uc;u of ihc inwgi- 
1:111 ion c)f cliose wIh) wan! couflicl 
:i» AilMianiijian to co.nliiiue for Ihcir 
>'An i;lcc(ior motives;* lie said. 

llv^so who ]i;ivc provided." 
"v-jpuis an^nniniiion Jogisiic sup- 
(••:.t ami ittiliiary (raining lo the 
Ai Dhr.n op{x>si!ion have wrongly 
^: i::iscil Pakistan or provi<jing sin)- 
il^^rassis^ancclo Taliban." 

I'itkistan has all along been 
•.vofking for reslor:j<i»in of j]»cacc in 
.\tj!lu«i'iian. 

"•V> s<*ck peace in that Cownuv 
^' ..«i^:li iv!goii;iii()?!.^ r,iK{ Jinlogm*. 
It h^i Ihc Aiy.ban people ihcni- 
• :'!•.•••% in di-;;i<lc wJiich and what 
!v5M! :>( oovcninicm Ibny want to 
l»:ivi» ^ 




160,000 displaced in recait 
Af^an fluting: 




GENEVA: Around 160,000 people m 
northeastern Afghanistan have been 
vdi^laced because of the recent out- 
break of fitting there between the 
TaUban and opposition fighters, the 
UN refugee agency said Friday. . 

. • *This displacement is continuing 
in a fairly stable way," the 




Kris Jahowski, said. He added that 
the refugees — called internally dis- 
placed persons (IDPs) by the agency 
— were escaping areas controlled by 
groups "which they do not feel com- 
fortable with.* . 
However, Janowski said that it is 

generally believed that there are un- 
likely to be large outflows,^lther to 
Pakistan or T^ikistan, unless the mil- 



itary situation in the Paiyshk (Valley) 
were to change drastically.'' 

The UNHCR had received assur- 
ances from those countries that the 
borders would remain open. The 
spokesman .said a UN inter-agency 
mission whicSh had arrived, last week 
in the Panjshir Vafiey, just north oi 
Kabul, estimated that arounc 
100,000 refugees were there. 

Another 30,000-40,000 were in 
the Afghan capital Kabul, Janowsfc* 
said, adding that their numbers were 
increasing by "an estimated rate of 
around 150 persons per day.'' Ar.d 
more than 10,000 refugees were in 
the Kunduz area, he ssdd, explaining 
thai that area was one of the hardest 
to access, meaning life was espe- 
cially difficult for refugees.thefe: 



Meanwhile, a spokesman for the 
UN Human Rights Commissioner, 
Jose-Luis Diaz, said a spedai raw>or- 
teur intended to travel to Afghanistan 
next month to investigate allegations 
of human rights violations against 
women in the coimtiy. ' 

The rapporteur, Radhika 
Coomaraswamy, will visit between 
September 1 and 12 if securiQr con- 
ditions permit, Diaz said. Ke added 
that the T^ibah, the fundamentalist 
Islamic movement which controls 
most of Afghanistan, had promised 
to cooperate with ^oT^Tz^fi^ if 
she was able to make the trip.. ^ 

Coomaraswamy will stop over in 
Pakistan en route to Afghanistan to 
meet Afghan women's groups and 
victims there, Diaz said.-^AFP 



'UN reputation taking 
beating in Af ghanista 



ISLAMABAD: The United NaUons 
reputation as a neutral body b takmg 
a beating ii^ Afgb^'^taf* where US 
and British nationals wortang for the 
ejobal bod>' are banned from entering 
Sie troubled country, Eric de Mul, the 
head of the UN saidhere Friday. • 
This is frustrating ... It sends the 

wrong signal to.the people, he said 
raTintS^dew-InMar^Ael^te^ 
States and Britain aske^ the UN to 
ban its nationals from woripng m 
Afghanistan. The UN Secretary Gen- 
e J^^, although the UN charter 
says governments can not interfere 
with the postings of their na&on^: 
•' -Fbr some it was devastating, that 

the^Uidted N^toTis conceded tolh« 



precedent.- At the time the bah was 
to be temporary, "a matter of a few 
days or weeks," until Ae Umted Na- 
tons could investigate US and Bno^ 
secu-ncy concerns, said de Md: That 
was March and de Mul said he has 
been arguing relenUessly since then 
for an end to the ban. "It is frustrat- 
ing,- r.e. said. The T^iban say the ban 
is indicative of US control over the 
• United Nations- They also say it is a 
ploy to.get tlie TaUban to faU m^P 
w-itH US deihands, most notably to 
hand over susj»ected terronst Osama 
bin Laden. Washington blames bin 
Laden for last' year's bombings of its 
embassies in East Africa, demanding 
the T^ibin hand him oyer. • ; • " ; . 

xMa ban. RfetaHons between the . Tal- 
iban and the United Nations have not 



been easy. The two have ^wired over 
a variety of issues, ranguvg from 
human rights to education for ^is 
and employment for women. But de 
Mul says he is trying a fresh approach 

with the "Mban. Rather th^ » «f • 
lier confrontatio^.approadi, de Mul 
says says he is- trying to negouate 
with the -Mban witii an eye toward 

gradual process'- • ' . , .'.^^ 
-Theide^istotrytonvateMme^ 

programme (instead) of the UN flying 
into Afghanistan and coming «Jjn an. 
arrogant fashion telling the 'Mban 
'you should do this and do * ; 
That was probably not the right yw. 
he said. 'I think we should be reate&c 
; ; ..we have'tO' establish a.4ialogue 
W through- that -tryno -niakfi 
J^roffessXvhfltrteepingiJurp^ 
pies," he said; —;AP • , ' 
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Afghan opposition 
claims capturing 
key district in north 

ISLAMABAD: A^gharistan's northern, 
based opposition aUiance said Mon- 
aay it captured a strategic district in 
a northern province from the hardline 
Taliban Islamic miliUa after heavy 



"Hie opposition fighters routed the 
Tahban from Sangcharak district ii^ 
i^ar-hPuI province Sunday afternoon, 
rtussam Anwari, an opposition 
spokesman told The Associated Press 
by telephone from northern 
Afghanistan, 

Tlie^-ea, roughly 300 kilometres 
from Kabul, is at the crossroads of 
northern Jo^an and 5ar-i-Pul 
provinces. 

At least 15 Taliban were killed and 

were taken as prisoners, Anwari 
said. He gave no details about oppo- 
sition casualties. 

No comment from the Taliban was 
immediately available. 

The fighting is n^oW raging south 
of Sangcharak, Artoh said. The 



opposiaon forc^ are only 40 kilo- 

^^t^T *f P™^"cial capital of 
Sar-i-Pul, he added 

' of 'Sah^^f^ "^^ 90 percent 
li^"^^' '"^^"'''"g Kabul. 

Jul} 28 and scored early victories- 

• IhltrvfJ^^? ^ Ahmed 

■ S^'^"*^ fought back and drove 
. the Taliban out from most of their 
; newly won territory. ' '"^'^ 

^ . The Taliban, who adhere to a 
' ^^"C -^"s^on of Islam, are Sunni 
.-^Muslms and mostly Pashtun - "he 
:. .country s m^ority ethnic group 
■ opposition, comprising reli- 

: gjous and ethnic minorities, ^ hai- 
• ^6^^^.9n several fronts in north- 
ern Afghanistan in a bid to stop' the 
orthodox Islamic militia from cap! 
tunng the entire country.— AP 
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UN asi^ Afghan 
factions not to recruit 
children for war . 

• • • • 

I5LiXMA]BAI): The UN has called 
upon the Taliban and opposition 
forces in Afghanistan to stop re- 
cniiting child soldiers to fi^t in 
the long-running chdi war. 

Addressing a press conference 
hei?e Utesday, the UN ChUdem^s 
Fund (UNICEP) representative 
for Afghanistan Louiis Geoges Ar- 
senault said that children as 
young as 14 were involved in the 
fighting and some were being 
seftt straight to the frontlines. 
*There are more fighters being 
recruited and there are more stu- 
dents under the age of 18, adding 
That's why' we are maldng it an 
issue much more now*. 

* Although this is not a new 
problem, the UN stressed it was 
particularly concerned at the mo- 
ment following a massive recruit- 
ment drive by the Taliban in the 
religious schools in neighbouiing 
Pakistan. 

It said thousands of students, 
including many teenagers, had 
joined the Taliban rianks in recent 
weeks to take part in the current 
offensive north of the. Afghan 
capital, Kabul*— PPI • 
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From Amir.Mateen 

WASHINGTON: The threat of proba- 
ble UN sanctions against (he TEdiban 
IS becoming serious with, to say the 
least, potentially grave consequences 
for Paidstan. 

Coining at the heels unilaterally 
. imposed US sanctions against Tal- 
iban, the move has a faiir chance of 
becoming a leality. Unanimity of sorts 
seems to be developing at Uie Secu- 
rity Council with large-scale after-ef- 
fects for Pakistari,.adnut Piddstani of- 
ficials at the UN. . 
. A seidor State Department oHidal, 
when a^oed by The News on kionday 
as to whatyould be the OS response 
^ if the proposal to impose UN sanc- 
' Uorai ^nst.Uie Taliban is tabled at 
, the Securi^ Council, said: fiti a hy- 
pothetical qu^on^.but oiir views on 
the Mbsun have beenqiiite dean 19^. 
t want the Taliban to stop abetting tai-r 
'roriam and extradite .Osma Bin 
•LaiknifrQmthdr.tei^^ 
: ' rejp'resentatiVe at the United 
' Nations,: Nanqy Solderbeig on Satur- 
^day categoridOly expies^ her con- 
^ciOTr oYer l^^^ continued, use oif 
JM^gmk terriidry: for terrorist acthi- 
;ties.** * »; '-/i ^• 
In cfUHi the sanctionsare imposed, 



Pakistan in the wake of what our 
diplomats call "phyacal reality^ would 
confront a difncuit situation in imple- 
menting them. Considering its porous 
borders, a continuous in and outflow 
of refugees, an ever-ongoing trade 
and shared ethnicity, it wpuld be al- 
most impossible for Pakistan to abide 
by any probable .sanctions. This 
would also be a big jolt to Pakistan's 
foreign policy, Afghanistan being a 
dominant determinantj especially in 
the last decade. 

Observers say in case of such an 
eventuality, F^istan . would come 
under tremendoiis pressure. This 

. would give the United States another 
point ol^ leverage against Pakistan to 
press it fiuther, particularly on its 
non-prciliferation front; agenda. But 
' basically it's all about< Osama Bin 
Ladin. T 

The jtadt'threat voiced by Inder- 

. . furth,..ait the failure of; the .Six-Plus . 
Two meeting and over the Taliban's 

. refusal 10 handover Osama, is now 
being ppt Into action. It is more than 
obvious|.that the,United. States is^ber 

. , hind^ the move... ;^ .. 

So'fir, the move is attfie level of . 
discussions as no committees hsive 

- been; fopned^to work, put its. modaU-r. 

^^Iti^ or ctcddc the extent olf.isanicjdons.' 



This was basically what is called an 
orientation exercise. At the Security 
Council, deciskm like imposing sane- . 
tions or passing a resolution against 
a country or a political group are dis- 
cussed behind closed doors. It comes 
for .open discussion only when the 
Council Is not sure about tlie interna- . 
tional response. Observers believe 
. that the debate on Afghanistan was a 
feeler to .testthe general mood. If that 

• were thie case, the United States 
might not have been disappointed. It 
got an * overwhelming response 

lagsdnsfMban. 

Those diredly accusing Pakistan 
of sponsoring the Taliban were Rus- 
sia aind the Northern Alliance of.- 
Afghanistan, which is recognibsed by 
the United Natioas as the ofifidal rcp- 
. resentatiye of Afghanistan.. Russian 
Ambassador Genenadi Galilov ex- 
pressed concern over: increasing ex- 

. . temal interference.in the internal af- 
fairs'of Afghanistan, espedaliy by 

.. . Pakistan* India and Iran indirectly 
blained ?akistan.tWithout naming 
- Pakistan th^ accused *a foreign men- 

... tor from acrass.the Sputheni borcler" 
fdr Ispoiisoring war'in Afghanistan. 
India also alleged that .''this country^. 

• was making Afghanistan^ t>ase for its 
cross-border, terrorist activities^ . 



The UK and the Netherlands con- 
fined thdr censuring to an appeal to 
PaQdstan to use its influence over the 
Taliban to.bring about peace in that 
war-torn country. China was the only 
significant country which bailed out 
Paldstan by proposing an einbaigo on 
arms supplies to all the parties con- 
cerned. The Chinese contention was 
that the only way to stop the en- 
hanced infighting in Afghanistan was 
to stop interference by all countries, 
as Pakistan was not the only one 
doing'that.^ 

Pakiistan*s hew Ambassador to 
UN, Inamul Haq, was quick to pick up 
the proposal. But it is yet to be seen 
whether this would sa^ the inter: 
national community, particidariy the 
United States which doesinot see any 
solution to the Osama pibblcm In IhL? 
proposal 

This could also be a big success 
for India, which has been adfively sell- 
ing its propaganda of painting Pak- 
istan as a sponsor of cross-bpnler ter- 
[. rorism: 6n this issu^, the United 
States and Indiavare jjpeaking the 
. samelanguage.,lndia noifr. plans to , 
link kargU v^ Mghanisto at the 
coming Giiiieral Aissembly sfessibii, 
where Na^vaz Sharif faces the difficult 
task of defendingjPiJdstan,- ; 
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